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LEADENHALL- STREET. 


M DCC XCIV, 


CHAP. I. 


DEAR PERCIVAL, 


' DARE  fay, you remember ; as well as 
me, the laſt time I ſaw you, when we 
« were walking round our little garden, - I 
ce promiſed not to marry without you approved 
«it. I ſuppoſe you will think it very for- 
« ward in me to talk of ſuch things, but you | 
e know I was juſt turned of fifteen then, and | 
© am now ſeventeen, which makes a differ- 
vor. II. i ES. ENCEz 


"> 


5 ELLEN. 1 
« ence, tho fill T think it a very fooliſh ſub- 
* jet for me, but here (I am almoſt aſhamed 

to tell you) that Lord Caſtle Howel, who 
ce you know I dearly loved, withes——1 de- 
« clare I am glad I am writing inſtead of 
« ſpeaking” to you, for my cheeks burn like 
< fire, and I am fure-I hardly know what 1 
ee write, but any thing is better than breaking 
c ones word. Oh, Percival, we have had fad 
« doings, what would you ſay, to ſee my poor 
570 « grandpapa and grandmamma, and my uncle 
cc and aunts, and all of us turned out of Code 
e Gwyn, and crammed into the Parſonage ? 
© poor old Griffiths and Suſan cried themſelves 
K almoſt blind, for what you know could they 
« « do ? And the old Harper muſt have gone 
ce to the pariſh; and that, as he ſays, would be 
« a fd thing, for a man who had laced 
« cloaths, and played before my grandpapa's 
* father, when he was knight of the ſhire, then 
«there is the old Bailif. but indeed none of 
"4 theſe would be fo bad- off, as my grandpapa 
«himſelf; for you know. he loves à large 


* room, where his chair can travel as he eat it, 
8 35 VU 


ELLEN, 33 

5 and . largeſt room in che parſonage will 
« hardly hold us all to dine when he is not 

1 there, and ; as to the poor dogs, ther e is no 


e kennel for them either, and my grandpapa 


cc could not part with Bruin and Whitefoot; 


cc as to me, J have not minded dogs fince 


cx Lord Claverton killed Lion, which you | 


« know you gave me when he was very little, | 


ce and I was little too indeed, Well Percival, 


« but I dare ſay you are ſhocked as well as 


« me at the idea of my marrying, and yet 
a Lord Caſtle Howel has behaved ſo kind 


ce to us all, and taken our eſtate out of the 
power of Mr. Morgan, who is turned out 


« a very bad ſort of a man, that 1 think - you 
« would rather I married him than any body 
« %%; I wiſh he could marry one of my aunts, 
m ſure he would be very happy; and you 
cc muſt know I have refuſed him, but he is 


© good, and ſo ill, and tho”. my uncle 


Meredith who oftener viſits him, than any 
« of the family, wont fay i It—yet ! know they 
« think he would be well and happy if I re- 


8 « lented, that's an odd word you will think, but 


"NS — 


js 


* 


_ 15 my aunt Catherine 85 Se is always uſing | 


ce odd words. Now dear Percival, I ſhould | 
«break my heart if Lord Caſtle Howel died, 


* but I would not fave his life, by breaking my 


« promiſe to you, ſo pray anſwer me by return 


c of Poſt, and whatever becomes of Ellen 


« Meredith, ſhe will always eſteem and love 


* Percival Evelyn, and wiſh thoſe happy days 
e they ſpent together, had not ſo ſoon been 


<« over. Oh, Percival, our garden is in beau- 


- &« tiful order, I walk there till I am low ſpirit- 


ce ed, and always leave it in tears, but dear 


ce < Percival adviſe me, tell me if you give 


ce me up my promiſe.” 
02M ELLEN Menebita. 


' After haſtily folding and ſealing this letter, 


the recollected that ſhe neither knew his ad- 2 
dreſs, nor how to get it to the next Poſt 
town unknown to the family, Winifred was 
the only reſource in ſuch an-exigence, ſhe 
woas directed to get Evelyn's addreſs from 
David, and as Winifred was rather hardened 


as 


ELLEN. 1 


as to o conſequences, vowed ſhe would carry 


it to the poſt- office herſelf, © ifit rained cats 
and togs, cot oe her for ſaying . — 


dos away went © Winifred 1 to Fs 
Parſonage, and ſure of David in any thing 
concerning Evelyn, deſired him to direct 


the letter. I * . 


er Winifred's Siſarace, and the Nw" 


5 oa it was known ſhe became a perſon of 
much leſs conſequence among the domeſtics 
of Code Gwyn and the Parſonage, David. 


was ſulky ; ; how did he know but 'twas a 


trick to write to her London fellow, to carry, 


Miſs * f 


— 


| Winified was on. the point of N 


out, but recollecting ſhe ſhould be betrayed. 
to the family, called in her old auxiliary, 
tears, wondered how he could uſe an old 


friend ſo, aſked if he thought Mr. Evelyn 


would be concerned in carrying off Miſs Ellen? 


60 No to be ſure,” was the ſurly anſwer, and 
B 3 5 he 


OE 


* 


3 5 r 
he toplk the pencil the offered and ſeravled 
the direQion,— ; 


— 


Poor. Winifred's evil planet reigned; Mr. 


| Meredith, from the ſtudy window, faw 
her trip over the field to the back 


wicket of the garden, ſhe had at that period 


the misfortune to ſtand very low in his opin- 
jon, and, altho' knowing the integrity of 


David, he could not gueſs how he ſhould be 


made a party in her treachery, yet he had no 
doubt but the letter he ſaw in her hand was 


one, deſigned for Lord Claverton's foot- 
man, and darting round, met her as ſhe was 


coming out of the Ta, Never was poor 


waiting damſel in ſuch a fright, ſhe had not 
power to hide the letter, but ſtood trem- 
bling with it in her hand, poſitively denying 
ſhe had ſuch a thing about her, till exaſpe- 
rated at her falſehood, he ſnatched it from 
her, but his aſtoniſhment and confuſion near- 
ly e qualled hers, when inſtead of Joſeph, he 
fort it addreſſed to Percival e 


4 g ; A 
” „ 
* - x 
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ELLEN, — 
« aa who wrote this letter?” ſaid be in 
a voice of rage. 


= Cot Almighty knows, Gr” anſwered Win, 
4 for I am ſure I never ſaw it in my porn 
days; tivel take me, but 1 believe tis all 
maln ind nin 


"of Hold thy 1 tongue, cried. Mr. 
Meredith, and calling to David and his 
_ grnaid, charged them to keep her priſoner, 
tin his return from Code Gwyn whether he 
directly rode.— Ellen was walking in her be- 
loved garden, and he was ſo lucky as to find his 
father and mother alone, his face was ſo clear 
an index of his mind that Lady Meredith 
ſaw ſomething extraordinary had W 2 


betone he produced the letter. 


WL Ah poor Ellen“ exclaimed Lady Mere- 
dith, in the direction to Sir Arthur. 


Mr. Meredith looked | more e ſurpriſed. 


%% 


0 412 


. e Shall we: open * el Lady 

io Meredith. 

1 | 

Il] 2 Ceraiay - e her Son. 

il! - * Sir Arthur examined the e it was 
1 a fine Hope, an appendage to the watch 


lord Claverton had given her; his looks 
dd not entirely approve. of e the ſeal. 


=} It is juſtified, fir, by our KP to the 
= honor of our family, and affection for this 
| lovely branch of it; it is indeed neceſſary, 
for how are we ſure, that poor ignorant 
| creature, Winifred, is not, even in this mea- 
ſure, the dupe of ſome plan of Lord Claver- _ 
ton, whoſe libertine deſigns — Mr. Mere- 
7 dith's colour roſe as he ſpoke. TER 


Lady Meredith broke the ſeal. herſelf, at 
the {ame time aſſuring her ſon ſhe had in 
zbis inſtance, no ſuſpicion of Lord Claver- 
ton. When the letter was read, Sir Arthur 

5 folding his benen turned to has ths +I 


2 What piry * faid he, 


Lady 


3 


5 


LEE 
Lady Meredith did not anſwer, rs 


ce 1 did not t ſuſpect this? aid 1 ſon, vu TY 


1 am confident the letter 7 0 we ſent to 
Percival” A | 


| 105. no! poor lad,” anſwered Lady Me- 


, redith, ce it is too much. ” 


I am ben it may,” repeated Mr, 
Meredith, and he was juſtified in the aſſer- 
tion, by his thorough knowledge of the 
youth, whoſe mind he had .formed to the 


a practice of every ſocial virtue ; ; he perſiſted 


in adviſing the letter to be ſent, poſitively 
affirming from what he knew of his Eleve's 
diſpoſition, . that his anſwer would promote 


the object of their Wil, more than e 
count do. 5 e 


5 Lady 3 had not quite ſo much 
faith in the ſelf denial of a young man of 


twenty one, but ſhe no longer oppoſed the 


wall en 


mitn 
trial; Mr. Meredith returned with hy let- 
'ter to the Parſonage, and in the preſence of 
Winifred-ſent his ſervant with it to the poſt 
town, telling her coldly, that when he took 
it from her, he ſuſpected it was for her friend 
Joſeph; but as it was for Mr. Evelyn, he 
had no buſineſs. with it; he added, ſhe need 
not ſay any thing to Ellen, and offered her 
half a crown. There were but two ways of 
brnbing Winifred, one was a ſecret in the 
poſſeſſion of Joſeph Wilks, the other in that 
of Percival Evelyn; ſhe put the half crown 
e on the table. 1 


— —»— 4 —— 4 
_ — —— —ꝛ 2 1 
* _- — 
— 31 — an 2 


2588 Not tell my miſtrefs; but, as Cot ſhall 
| ome I will, it I loſe W life for it.” 


Mr. | Meredith. ſmiled at. the, pert toſs of 
her head, as ſhe left the Parſonage, but 
after all, and when ſhe had made the very moſt 

_ of the tory, Ellen was neither ſurpriſed nor 
alarmed, indeed ſhe had wiſhed, ſhe ſaid, 
| (ſhe knew. not why): to conceal it from the 


— but that was faoliſn, for as his an- 
ſwer 


= 


ELLEN. | =” 


3 


ſwer muſt, come by poſt to Code Gwyn, 
it could not be kept ſecret, but none of 
theſe reaſons, which ſhe explained to Winifred, 
could ſatisfy her, ſhe proteſted againſt the 
behaviour of the Reverend, and vowed the 
houſe was, « Cot pleſs her, no better as a 
| priſon.” : 


A 8 eight days paſſed before 
Percival” s anſwer arrived, In that interval 
Lord Caſtle Howel had been thought in 
ſome danger from a low fever, the old ladies 
(alarmed at his ſituation, and provoked at 
the aſſurance of a little country Miſs's refuſ- 
ing the offered hand of the Earl of Caſtle 
Howel,) were conſtantly urging. a freſh. 
choice, and teaſing both him and themſelves 
by their impatience to return to London, 
where each of- them had pointed out, among 
their acquaintance, young brides in abun- 
dance, whoſe mothers, aunts, and couſins, 
were remarkable for the number of children 
they brought into this wicked world; ta 
theſe arrangements Lord Caſtle Howel turn 

| 8 ed 


—— — 403-4 


— 41, v1 Oar mtr 
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—— ELLEN, 


ed a nttlels ear, 15 choices had been made, 
with too much real feeling, to be ſoon tranſ- 
ferred, and he was convinced, by the pain | 
her rejection inflicted on him, that the early 


| impreſſion Ellen had made on his mind, was 


as much the reſult of paſſion as Philanthro- 
py; he dwelt on her perfections, the joy 
which darted from her eyes, when ſhe ſaw 
| him at the Parſonage, the confidence with 


which ſhe diſcloſed her ſorrows, and aſked _ 


his aſſiſtance, was ever before him, not 
having then received Mr. Meredith's letter, 


he was tranſported to receive ſo many proofs 


of affection from her, and the diſappoint- 
ment was from that circumſtance more bitter, 


the agitation of his mind increaſed by the old 


Maderia, of which he had drank ſeveral 
bumpers, without recollecting it was a liquor, 5 
he had not accuſtomed himſelf to, at an 

hour he uſually idled away at the tea table, 
threw him into a fever, but he was now 
| freovering his health, tho' with a langour 


on his ſpirits, that was very diſtreſſing-t to 


the two „ 8 . 
on 


On the eighth day the expected letter ar- 
rived at Code Gwyn, Winifred was on the 
look out, tho' not, as ſhe flattered herſelf, 
unobſerved, for as the connexions of the 
family at the manſion, with the great- world 
were very circumſcribed; what few letters 
came, were left at the Parſonage, but bis 
Mr. Meredith choſe ſhould 80 to the houſe 


by t the Poſtman. SAT 


Ellen was ad « Zadig” to Sir Arthur 
and Lady Meredith, and the two aunts were 
ſitting at work, when Winifred entered, pre- 

tending to look for ſomething; it was poſt 
day, Ellen underſtood Percival's anſwer was , 
come. Oh! what did that anſwer contain "of 
her voice faltered, her colour went and 
came, ſhe I OP dropped on the 
0 floor. 


Mr. Meredith, as if by accident, came in, 
and in his uſual expreſlive face Lady Mere- 
dith ſaw the intelligence at e oF 


| Winifred. Mes | , 
K Whars | 


— 
—— 
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E:L LE Ne 
at's | the. matter with Ellen,” demand- 


be. is ſhe not well ?” 


N bes, not quite, ond x ah oy Ms 


e Are you age mich reading ae 84 


dear, fad: Sir Arthur. Wot ations 


« Allitde,] believe.” As . 


— - = * 5 


Lady Meredith adviſed a it in the ar, 
Ellen andy roſe and ran up Kr. 


\ 


' Winifred „. een the. letter on 
the-table, and vaniſged .. 


Ellen e her door, and took up the 
letter —ſhe knew the hand her eyes filled 
ſbe trembled and laid it down again after 
a ſhower of tears, again ſhe took up the im- 
portant letter ut wanting reſolution to 
open it, again it was laid on the table —ſhe 
walked to the window her heart beat vio- 
lently— >ſhe traverſed the room; and became 
more compoſed again the letter was re- 
| Kimed—ſhe * examined the ſeal—it was a 


| | plain 
: & 2 9 d ; | 5 
4 A 4 l * * 1 * 


ELLEN BT 


plain cypher of E—<-dear Evelyn”. whiſ- 
pered ſhe, and. preſſed it to her lips —ſhe 
1 tore the paper round the ſeal and 
opened the letter—its contents were 5900 


4 $he read, 
« What advies can poor Percival Evelyn, 
<< the child of bounty, the object of charity, 
« give his adored Ellen Meredith, your pro- 
« miſe Ellen is no more - give it up—you 
<.are-free—let your heart be your monitor, 
es but whatever your ſituation. or mine may in 
ce future be, remember, while I have life, you 
ec have one ſure unchangeable friend, who will 
ce rejoice in your proſperity, and on whoſe 
« poor all, both of ſoul and power, you may. in 
on adverlity depend.” 2 


P. E. 


An agony WY tears fadoceded the reading 
of this letter, and it would be hard to ſay, 
whether ſhe was pleaſed or diſpleaſed at its 
_ contents—he- had given back a promiſe, ſhe 
conſidered as the only obſtacle to her ren- 

dering 


2 ELLEN. 
- dering her own and the Caſtle H owe: bar 


. happy but ſhe did not feel more happy 
4 Bede, for this enfranchiſement, ſhe wept 


over her liberty, and grieved that ſhe 
had aſked it, —dinner was announced—ſhe 


: could not eat, and begged to be excuſed 


going down—her requeſt was complied with, 


Mr. Meredith gueſſed rightly the purport of 
the letter, and it was judged delicate and 
proper to ſubmit to herſelf, the manner in 
Which ſhe would bear the firſt nc 


ment 8 1 heart.— 2 


Tes time came, Ellen was Rill in 1 room 
a carriage drove up—ſhe heard i it, and all 


over nerve, ran c to the window, 


4 


. Margaret alighted. - 
ce My fate is determined” ſaid ſhe barking . 


into a freſh flood of tears. Lady Meredith 


knocked at the door Lady Margaret 


Howel my dear is come to take leave of you, 


and has brought you a number of fine things, 
* is your head? wil you come down? 
Ellen 


% 


ELLEN e 


Ellen MONEY” her offered hand, 12 look- 


ing up met Lady Meredith's eye, ſo humid, 
| ſo compaſſionate, ſo tender, ſhe threw. her 
arms round her neck and could only lob. 


« My alin my FOO my only. bobs | 
pity your poor Ellen ;”? „ Pity !” replied 
the venerable ew” I admire, J almoft 

Gy child. ee 


Ellen pointed to o the letter, 


0d. you mean, I ſhould read that Jeans - 
my child ES Pt 8 


Not now, but take it with you, and 
r e can e 755 


E My adds child, 6 2 the fond parent 
e her.— h 


Encouraged by the ſweet voice of mater- 
nal approbation, and ſelf aſſured, by the 
conſciouſneſs of a ſacrifice ſo dear, a modeſt 


bluſn : 


— 


7 


ELLE: 


- bluiſh fulluſing her check, ſhe followed her . 
Ons relation 1 into the parlour. Be: 


Lady ikea ſale her, with rather a 
conſtrainedpoliteneſs, and anſwered her anxious 
enquiries aſter the Earl, with a cold and for- 
mal bow; her brother ſhe ſaid requeſted 
Miſs Meredith would do him the honor to 
accept a few trifling remembrances he had 


brought to Caſtle Howel for her; theſe 
trifles were a profuſion of fine laces, muſlins, 


and other elegant materials for female dreſs. 


Phe Miſs Merediths, could not help admir- 
ing them article by article, but as, Ellen far. 
loſt in thought, Lady Margaret continued, 


The Earl“ lamented he could not take 
a perſonal leave of the family, S. 
will tell you Miſs, how much my brother 


is your friend; he ei} He! 18. RO 1 1 8 
friend 4 5 | 


Elen vas dil Glent, | „ 


* YE 


Mr. Meredith, l the! inn 


vote not going to loſe them immediately. 


- 


1 1 „ 
The Ladies, Gertrude and Frances, 


would not, ſhe anſwered, perhaps ever ſee 


Wales again, and they were naturally deſir- 
ous of viſiting ſome very old friends, this 


was probably the only unengaged day, and 


ſhe had taken it to Pay a farewell LM 
Code Guys. N 


The family were properly ſenſible of the 
hogs, but Elen was (till ſilent. 


"Andy 8 took one diſh of tea, made 


her exit with a few faſhionable courteſys, and 
was handed to her carriage by Mr. Mere- 
dith, who ſtood ſome time looking after the 


*. 


chariot, in a reverie, from which he was 


rouſed, by an invitation to walk with Ellen, 
ſhe led to her littie Garden, where with 


ſwimming eyes, and plaintive voice ſne point- 


ed to his notice, the beautiful ſhrubs, and 
flowers, the n and every ornament, 
love had contrived to adorn it: without ſeem- 
ing to obſerve the fect the fond reverie 


bad on her mind, he hberally praiſed both 


the 
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=. ELLEN. 


che plan, and cultivation of the charming 


ſpot; they had now walked round, and re- 


turned to the entrance, Ellen looked alter- 
nately at her uncle, and at the garden, ſhe 


put her ſpread hand before her eyes, but the 


trickling tears would not be concealed, ſhe 


' haſtily quitted the garden, and locking the 


little wicket, requeſted he would ** the key 


ehen 


— 


* » 


Mr. Meredith took the key in an atten- 


tive ſilence, and accompanied her back to 
the houſe; as ſhe turned to the. ſtairs, he 
kiſſed his hand, and motioned towards the 
' Parlour, ſhe ſtop'd, he ſaw her heart was 


ſtruggling with itſelf, © have you done with 


me my dear Ellen?“ ſaid he in a voice of 


e, 
1 ter a moment's heſitation, - 


e No fir,” ſhe replied, ce Tf you have pati- 5 


ence.” He inſtantly followed into the gallery, 
where with a graceful modeſty ſhe opened 


her 


ELLEN #1 


her heart; confeſſed that from the moment 


ſhe knew ſhe had affections, they were placed 


on Percival Evelyn, told him of her promiſe, 


her letter, and his anſwer; lamented Lord 
Caſtle Howel had made a choice ſo un- 
worthy of him, .that he had not continued 
her friend, and protector, © but what”” added 
ſhe in an elevated tone and geſture, what is 


the whole life of ſuch an inſignificant as me, 


compared to one hour of ſo good a man as 


Lord Caſtle Howel, of my dear venerable 


parents, of my aunts, and of you my dear 
worthy uncle; you who are the orphan's 


friend, and the father of the fatherleſs, from 


this moment I devote all my little faculties 
to gratitude and to duty, you will ſtill love 
Percival and adviſe him to his good. —If 
the Earl will accept me, and if you my 


dear uncle will tell him, I have now no will 


bur his. — She ſtopped and pauſed. . 


CCC 


ſure and admiration, but not with ſurpriſe, 


her conduct was exactly what he expected 
222 would 
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and left her. 


| ons which fo delighted them, could not 


* 2 EI EM. 
would be the feet of Ber letter to Percival, 


but though it was of more importance than 


he choſe himſelf to think on, he forebore 
to commend, or even auſwer, what fhe 
had faid ; and only ſeriouſly replied, he was 
at her devotion, and would ay or do what- 
ever ſhe wiſhed.- | 


e Then I believe, fir, I believe I have ſaid 
enough for Lord Caſtle Howel, bur do you, 
my uncle, my friend, excuſe me to the 
dear aſſembly in the Parlour, ſay every 
thing for me; but I, indeed I cannot fee 

them to night.” Mr. Meredith embraced 


The pleaſure this communication gave the 
Code Gwyn family may be conceived ; be- 
fides making their ſituation happy, Ellen, the 
pride, the darling of their hearts, would be 
ſecured from diſtreſs, and an earneſt of the 
fame ſecurity to themſelves; ſhe would be 
4 Counteſs ! and the charms of mind, and 


fail 


E L L E N. 23 


NY 
* 


fail of exciting general eſteem; Lady Mere- 


dich cautioned her family, not to ſhew an 


1 exceſs of joy, © we muſt,” ſaid the conſiderate 
YT parent, «reſpect the laggifice, tho we + rejoice 
it is made.” | 


Mr. Meredith executed his welcome « com- 
miſſion; with delicate propriety. The Earl 
embraced him with warmth, and put a dia- 
mond of value on his finger,---Lady Ger- 
trude took a pair of gold buckles, out of 
her own fhoes, which had been her father's, 
and inſiſted on his wearing them. Lady 
Frances had a locket ſet with brilliants, in 
which was a'lock of beautiful auburn hair, 
which ſhe ſaid was cut from her own- head, 
a very few years back, he muſt take that for 
her fake. Lady Margaret contented her- 
ſelf, with beſtowing on him many Precicus 
200, the projected viſits were given up, 
the coach ordered, and the Ladies returned 


With Mr. Meredith to viſit their daſtiaad 
mlstien. N 8 


Nothing 


=. ELLEN. 


Nothing could be kinder than the Ladies, 
nothing more engaging than the fair Ellen, 
an immediate return of the viſit was preſſed 
by Lady Margaret, in conſideration of the 
Earl's health, and the bluſhing Ellen con- J 
a to > be bf the e - ö 


The next dice Lord Caſtle Howel had 
the happineſs to receive his young bride 
ele, at his Caſtle; and that day month was 
bleſſed with her hand at Code Gwyn church, 
every houſe of entertainment within ten 
miles of Caſtle Howel, and Code Gwyn, 
were open'd on the joyful occaſion. - The 
two ſpinſters vied with each other in brilliant 
preſents to the bride, in honor to their family, 
and in private benefactions to the poor, in 
honor to themſelves. _ | = 


2 his (olendid dings of which Wini- 
fred had not the ſmalleſt expectation, almoſt 
turned her brain, not that Ellen's advance in 
rank, or riches, was a matter of any wonder, 
|; for ung. in this world, or indeed in the 
next, 


© 4 


D 


next, cod in her opinion, Gt the de- 
ſerts of the miſtreſs the perfectly adored ; 
but, as Ellen was too much attached to her 
old favourite, to exchange her, notwith- 
ſtanding her want of ſkill in the myſteries of 
the toilette, for a very clever young perſon, 
who was an adept,---the conſequence and ad- 
vantages, ſhe derived from her ſituation, were 
more then the equilibrium of her little mind 


could well bear. 4 


The Ear], chern with every movement 
of a heart, where innocence and honor ſo 
entirely preſided ; was alſo partial to the 
oddities of Winifred; he inſiſted on 
her being retained, with the more regular 
lady's maid, and that ſhe N . have the 
e | 

Sir Arthur Meredith, now at eaſe in his 
circumſtances, his beloved grand- daughter, 
ſo bappily eſtabliſhed, his Lady happy and 
gratified, felt himſelf renovated. The ladies 
dreſſed better, the ſervants were again merry, 

vor. 11. C | Mr, 


I . . 
8 i. * ne "os. ; 


Mr. Jones, . the apothecary, who had with- 
drawn his viſits, when a certain fore-cloſure, 
was in agitation, now renewed his atten- 
dance at the Manſion, and Mr. Morgan's 
bow / was more frequent, and lower than 
ever, tho' all intercourſe with the. family was 
declined on their part. As to the Caſtle 
Howels, they, as is uſual with people of qua- 
ly, whoare at the top of happineſs, wanted to 
be ſtill happier. The old Ladies had not been 
many years from home, and now the object 
of their journey was in part obtained, they 

wiſhed to accompany. the young Counteſs to 
London; to go to court, ſee thepublic places, 
and viſit their old friends. Lady Margaret 
had wiſhes too, but though not exactly the 
lame as her aunts, yet as they ultimately 
pointed London-ward, ſhe choſe to. echo 
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. Lady Caſtle Howel, whoſe lively diſpoſi- 
tion we have before mentioned, found ele- 
gance, affluence, rank and all the luxurious 


s fit vaſtly eafy on her. She heard 
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too much of the metropolis, and all its faſci- 


nations to object going there; beſides, the 
Ladies who were perfect miſtreſſes of eti- 
quette, inſiſted her preſentation at court was 
an indiſpenſable ceremony, attached to her 
rank; and the Earl was too proud of his 


charming bride, and too much gratified by the 
admiration ſhe excited, to wiſh. to hide her 
in the mountains of Wales; a grand retinue 
was therefore ordered, and ahe day fixed far 


tlieir departure. 


"uo ane Elen was now 7 every: inch a 


Counteſs, ſhe had not forgot her duty and 
love, for the dear cirele at Code Gwyn; ſhe 
aſked the Ears permiſſion, to take her maid 
and ſpend ed with thee, * to her 


. tr!!! ome. wh 

| * 
It was „ bleak" December, the r 3 
and unpleaſ ant, and the road bad; the 
Earl exiſted but in the fight of his beautiful 
wife, but her gratification was dearer to 


him than his, own—he adviſed her. 66 ſtay 


: 4 5 1 f 
0 4 „ * * the 
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„ ELLEN. 
the night, with her beloved relations—the 
family he obſerved were ſo worthily united, 
they would have a thouſand little nothings | 
to ſay, which a ftranger would reſtrain ; * en- 
Joey your good friends, my Ellen, viſit the 
8 Teenes dear to your infant affection, | ſpeak 
Wl kindly to your old domeſtics, aſſure your 
venerable Parents, I conſider them as mine, 
and will receive you a ſecond time from 
them — to-morrow.” 


| he Contes felt the kindne 6 of . 
plan, and charmed her Lord, by her ſenſi- 
ble ack nowledgments.— The Code Gwyn 

_ family were apprized of her viſit, and an uni- 
| 1 j - werfal holiday prevailed; Mr. Meredith 
WY dined, but would not fleep at Code Gwyn; 
the Counteſs remonſtrated, the night was 

dark and cold, and it was the laſt ſhe ſhould 

paſs there he was not to be prevailed on, 
but ſaid, he would be ready for his breakfaſt | 
next _—_— oor __ left her room.— 

03 1/34 
-'When Wiaifred dd to nec her, 
* was remarkably ſilent, and oa being in- 


＋ 
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terrog FRE by her Lady, as to the cauſe, pro- 
teſted, that * ſhe believed, the tivel had 
always ſomething to do at Code Gwyn;” I 
deſire, my Lady, you will ax me no queſ- 
tions, for as cot ſhall judge me, if I ſpeak, 
they will cill me, and if I don't, I ſhall 
purſt . Well,” replied the Counteſs, Þ 
want to know none of your ſecrets, I ſſup- 


poſe you have heard from your old feet ; 
heart... 8 


+. 


— 


4 4 well, well, cot pleſs, and ſave 
old ſweet hearts, J fay, amen, amen, pray 
cot - name o cot, I am not afraid of appa- 

rations, if people will preak their hearts, and 
tie, other people can't help it, cot . 
us all—our Ups; and our aaa 


: = You 1 very pious 1 to night, wie * 
00 1 0 cot * me, 1 muſt not ſpeak, pur 
it I was to tell your Ladyſnip.“ — 


, 
& 4+ +. 


«] won't. hear another word, 7 * the: 
 Counte* 8„ 1 ortiveiy. 
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- Winifred Gghed, and went N Paying: 
to cot, n ber ſins. 


LS 


'T he Earl was at Code ene by two, and 
on account of the ſhort days, declined ſtay: 
ing dinner; they departed amid the tears, 
and benedictions of the family, and ſervants, 
the 1 from affection, the latter, partly 

ſtom tegard to their young miſtreſs, and 
party from the generoſity of the Earl. © 


The day uns clear, and light, Ellen prat- 

ted: away ; the Earl * converſing with her, 
«forgot all time, all ſeaſons, and their 
e change; he was contemplating with de- 
light the flattering change in her lovely coun- 

tenanee, which tho* deluged with tears, at 
parting with her friends, was already reſtored 
to its uſual ſerenity, when a ſcream, and 

_ exclamation' from Winifred, who fat at the 
back of the coach, called all Ellen's blood 


Into her face, and turned . 


2 Cor bare nerey on us, pray cot, and 
5 a+ _ forgive. 
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ELLEN. ar 
forgive our tranſgre ſſions, avaunt ſatan pleſe 
c ot.” a i 

T der were paſting the Parſonage, it. 
ſtood on the top of a ſteep hill, the weather 
bad been froſty, and the drivers were 
3 obliged to ſlacken their pace; Ellen bended 
forward, and ſaw the object that excited; | 

Winifred's exclamation. 


Percival Evelyn, or rather the pale ema- 
ciated ſhadow,. of what he was, ſtood at a 
chamber window, ſupported by David, watch 
ing with eager eyes the paſſing vehicle. 


The Earl. extremely diſpleaſed, and rtf 
buting the agitation viſible in Ellen, to- 
Winifred's exclamation; aſked ſterniy if ſhe 
had ſeen a * — | * 


Corcaln:tentiefticns, at this moment par- 
ticularly. troubleſome. to poor Winifted, and 
a natural fear of ghoſts, and hobgoblins,. 
having heard that Mr. Evelyn was actually 


dying, levelled all diſtinction. Y 
C4 


. 
* 


— * y _— — — . * 
- — __—_— ah , 100g; D A . — 
42 _ A — 7 . ; . ee 
by — — ͥ—— — 2 —— - 3 4.4 ms k 1 „e 1 ** 
bv"! "y — ——— ak. US wad 2 3 Sade — _ 0 
8 # * D 
* ror PIT » —_— AO. * * - | N i” L 
J > - 0 — 2 9 — Bren Ma 
a dio — 2 — TE nd ay 8 
Ag 3 — — = — — * On - —— — — 
* — — — 9 Tho — — _. —_ * — * wha F: — W — 
— 7 — rr — 4 - - : * 09 2 ye BP 8 — 
e r ot rp i tne rn gr en 44 a Os, — 
8 " 8 — 8 
p * 
b 5 
1 
＋ 
* 


— ELLEN... 


uch pad worts, and plaſt femys, but cot 18. 


ay. Cor forgive you my Lort, for. e 


abof the tivel ſtill, and cot knows, what 1 18 
a lort before ſatan, any more then a poor 
ſinner, for coſts to beſhure if they wan't to be 


tied in the red ſea, may tear a lort to Pieces 
with crace of cot.” ee ns Me ee 


The wohch is mad! eee he - Earl 
The Counteſs had by this time recovered 
her ſurpriſe, - the ſight of Percival, at ſuch a 
period, and in ſuch a fituation, ſo unthought 


| of, and fo unexpected, could not fall to agi- 


tate her; ; but a mc ment” 8 recollection 


convinced her of, the impropriety of ſhewing 


the concern ſhe felt for another man; in her 


huſband's preſence; that ſhe did fee! i. as 


an injury to her own peace, but to betray it, 


would bean inſult to his honor—every ſooth- 


ing word from the Earl, was a reproach to 


her heart, and ſhe had the heroiſm to make 
"2: ſecret vow, in that moment, never to men- 
tion, or hear mentioned, the name of Perci- 
val Evelyn; yet, not even the conſciouſneſs. 


of 


. 


mW {| of eng. right, could recompoſe her ſpirits, | 


ELLEN. | 83: 


— 
— 


. = and ſhe retired to her chamber, as ſoon? as 


the alighted at Caſtle Howel. * . 


Winiffed was burſting to ſpeak of cake; 
Oh, my Lady!” cried ſhe, «did you ſee the 
poor tear dying Mr. Evelyn? who”—ſhe- 
was ſtruck dumb with aſtoniſhment, when 
Ellen commanded her, on pain of utter diſ- 
pleaſure, to avoid: ever PN! a name, 
once o dear. . q 


$1 


60 Cot wk coot unto us, poor ſinful 1 
gury ſouls, what, not when he ties? as he cer- 
tainby will, muſt not I ſpeak, when he is dead 
and cone, in the peaceful crave, and his coſt 
dad a. whirlwind, like a OR: lion | 2” 


"Living. or | dead, [ will not hear 15 men- 
- tioned,.. anſwered Ellen, much agitated, 


' Winifred had patched up a kind of truce: 
with her conſcience, by reſolving to make 
a confeſſion, of ſome ſecret ſins to her Lady, 
in which Mr. N I name muſe occur, 


Wi ELLEN. 


. 2 ** 


but Ellen's ie manner, deprived” 
the poor penitent of this conſolation, and ſhe 
left her in ſuch terror of mind, that ſhe 
actually gave the maid two yards of 
alma as good as new, to ſit up 

with her all night and it was not till ſhe 
left Caſtle Howel ſhe fancied herſelf ſaſe. 


= 


The next morning the Caſtle Howel 
family, ſet out for the metropolis. —The 
news papers had announced the marriage of 
x «therighthonorable the Earl of Caſtle Howel, 
to the beautiful Miſs Ellen Meredith,” and 
the curiofity of the beau mode was in con- 
ſequence excited ; their arrival at Bath, 
where Ellen wiſhed to ſee her governeſs, and 
; old ſchool fellows, was proclaimed by the 
ufuat mafic, ringing of bells, &c. and Mrs. 
Forreſt and her ladies, were very early in 
their reſpects. 5 1 


22 


. p : ” g OO. 4 ” 1 & 4 ©. 


At the ſight of Mrs. Forreſt, Winifred | 
Griffith, whoſe head bad been 1 in a conſtant 
vortex of new cloaths, fine ſights, and 

ET „„ 


rr is 
dignity of ſtation, ſo infinitely ſuperior to any 
thing ſhe had ever ſeen, or expected; re- 
| membered there was ſuch a man in exiſtence, 
as Joſeph Wilks, whoſe. kind letter, (which 
brought her into ſuch - diſgrace at Code 
x Gwyn,) yet remained unanſwered, and that: 
in the aforeſaid letter, certain things were 
alledged as coming from Mrs. Forreft, . at 
which the Hack taken great offener; the” Aff. 
remembered, that during Miſs. Mereditk's 
reſidence at Bach, fhe was forbid to attend: 
on her but times were changed, [ſhe had: 
now the honor: to be firſt woman to a Coun- 
teſs, one, who from the ſuperior gifts. of for- 
tune and nature, ſeemed. formed for the: 
adoration. of the. multitude ; and although. 
poor. Win had the ill luck, to be diſliked: | 
by every ſoul in che family, but ker Lady, on. 
account of her, uncouth language and man-- 
hers which appeared vulgar, and her promp- ä 
titude to peak whatever ſhe. thought, on all. 
occaſions, which appeared bold and aſſum- 
ing, yet, the Counteſs's protection gave het. 
he; a gheſt degree of i and Mrs 
WS: > _ Forreſt's : 


86 ber 


=- 


: Forreſt” name was carried to her, as ſhe 
fiat . at the window, and ſipping. her 


= 


x4 


£ N 4 . 4 4 


155 aforeſaid recolleQion, tempted Wini- 
fred to give herſelf a few airs ; but the reſ- 


[' pet ſhe knew the Counteſs had for her late 
ff governeſs luckily reſtrained her; 3 ſhe was 
[ | however reſalved to exhibit her conſequences : 
aud at the ſame time gratify both her vanity 
| and paſſion, (if what Joſeph Wilks had in- 
pired her with, might be ſo called) by 
1 Kamins ſome particulars, of him. Fades wen 


. Mrs. F orreſt was therefore ſhewn * ber 
apartment—and with the affability always 
e on good ſenſe, and good breeding, 


84 Hof? 


much. pleaſed. to ſee ſuch. a deſirable 
curſtances of one, whom 
e had conſidered 48 a domeſtic of her own; 
ſne congratulated. her, with ſuch unaffect- 
nature, that all Winifred's projected 
benen, Vas in an inſtant 
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When Mrs. Forreſt enquired af the 


J Cosnteß, ; Winifred, WhO really was A 


thorough good hearted.creature ; and proud, 


as well as fond of her lady, launched out in- 
to deſcriptions of her ſtate, and grandevr, 
XX oftencatiouſly diſplayed all the paraphernalia 

| then - unpacked, and concluded by faying 
IX (what to her was really a wonder) that ſhe 
vas not the leaſt ee but better e 


d than ever. 


* 1 2 5 ee ſaid, ſhe 1 was. much 


E | miſtaken, if any change of circumſtances 
would alter ſo ſweet a diſpoſition, her eleva- 


tion did not ſurpriſe ber, ſhe was ſure, Lady 


* 


Caſtle Howel need only be ſeen, to be 
univerſally admired; for her part, ſne had 


> | always expected Lord Claverton would have 


been ihe man, and believed he was ſincerely 
mortified, he had not made his propoſals 


F before Lord Caſtle Howel—the Counteſs, to 


be ſure, could be no more than happy—but 
Lord Claverton, was ſuch an elegant, police 


pred” man, and Jounger than Lord Caſtle 
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Winifred 


lern Mr. Joſeph 5 


„„ 3 ths ns as... - . 5. * , Sh 6 
8 þ : 


of 


5 


4 


Tf you mean Lord Claverton- 8 valet, 
he brought me a card yeſterday.” 


LPT Ah. fy 8 f 


up to the ears, pleaſed 
to thitik Me mould ſo ſoon exhibit her ſtate 
eph, but her joy was of ſhort duration: 


— — 


———— REED 
— - 


— 
oh — — — eee, 
— —ũ——᷑—E— — ——— —— ͤ— 


„ ee ot) eo ee t 


—— — 


— 


Mrs. Forreſt informed her, Lord Claver-- 
ton had been very much indiſpoſed, that he 
often done her the honor to call at her 


mn 


— 


houſe, before his indiſpoſition, and that his- 
ant had brought her an apology, for his 
not making his bow, before he left. Bath. 


bl | . | eat me ! 'dear me Hl forry,” Wini- ni-- 


ſaid ſhe was for. poor Lord Claverton, 
how ſorry, ſhe. really was, that Joſ eph 
had gone without her ſeeing him, or at leaſt 
without "bis. ſeeing ber; but there was ſome 

comfort he was at London, where ſhe alſo 
Vas going, and no doubt, her true lover 

would ſoon find her, Ig. Ben Ret Dots 


E 1 L E N. EE 
The moment Mrs. Forreſt was annouiced” 
6 e was admitted, the Earl politely thanked. | 
E 1 er, for ber care of his lady. 


| Ellen ph =4 reſpected ber governeſs, 
* as every young lady will, who has the good 
3 1 ortune to be educated by accompliſhed” 
women, whoſe own faultleſs example, illuſ- 
| 'Y trate their precepts ; and ſhe received ber 
vith open arms breakfaſt was ſerved in the 
Counteſs's apartment, but the Earl at ber 
YH requeſt joined his aunts and ſiſter, Fre 


= Afeer exhauſting chit chat enquires, Lady 
Caſtle Howel recollected Lord Claverton 
had been at Bath, and aſked if he yet con- 
1 a | tinued there; 3 Mrs. F orreſt had too proper a 
ſenſe of the rule of right, to ſay a ſyllable 
more of him, than merely to anſwer the 
Counteſs's queſtions, which were, fimply,. 
when he came, and when he left. Bath, 


Mrs. Forreſts nice ſenſe of virtue, nd | 
propriety was blended with an exceſs of good 
nature —Lord Claverton, i in proſecution of his 
3 5 darling 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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darling ſcheme, had returned to Bath ; Ar 
adept in every art of penetration, he found. 
her weak ſide, if indeed it might be fo cal- 
led, and contrived to be ſo unbappy, ſo n- 
advertent, and ſo off, all kind of guard, 
when he found Ellen was removed, it was 
impoſſible for her to avoid the diſcovery 
he intended ſhe ſhould make, of his being 
deſperately ir lrue; and as he had fo much 
honor on his tongue, and ſhe fo much in 
her heart, it was alſo impoſſible ſhe could 
doubt, either the ſincerity, or honor, of his 

profeſſions; proud of the confidence of a 
nobleman of his rank, and pleaſed to look 

forward to the elevation of a young creature 
ſhe lovedm, and whom by contributing to 
bring about 2 match of ſuch conſequence, 

ſhe ſhould ſerve and oblige—ſhe became 


familiarized to the event, and ſpoke, . without 
reſerye, of Ellen to his Lora as he did 


of his paſſion . to h 4 
The ſudden recall from ſchool, was. a 
matter of mutual b ſurpriſe and conjecture ; 


every. 7 poſtible cauſe, Except the right, was 
__ canvaſſed,.. 
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canvaſſed, and Joſeph deſired to write to his 
true love for information; how e was en- 
gaged, the reader has ſeen, and as Mrs* 
Forreſt thought his Lordſhip's health was 
affected, by the unaccountable myſtery, 
that had attended Ellen's removal, ſhe eaſily. 
perſuaded herſelf, he was an amiable r 
tunate hover. | nd 


Lord Caltle Howel being in compariſon. 
of his Lady, and even of Lord Claverton,, 
an old man ; the match ſo ſuddenly conclud- 
ed, the inadvertent enquiries, from Lady 
Caſtle Howel, after a lover, ſo ſuperior to. 
her huſband, in Mrs. Forreſt's opinion, . 
were corroborating that the attachment 
was, tho“ unpropitious, mutual,—ſhe took. 
leave of her late pupil with ſentiments of 
compaſſion, too ſtrong to be confined to her 
own boſom ; theſe ſhe confided to a female 
friend, who had a friend, who had two 
friends, whoſe friends were diſperſed, over 
the whole polite circles, then at Bath, the 


natural conſequences of which were, that when 
the 
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the Earl and his bride, with the ladies of 
their party, Went to the rooms, in the even- 
ing the mereſt Chir there, knew that 
Lady. Caſtle Howel was a beautiful young 
girl, forced to marry an old man, when ſhe 
was breaking her heart for a younger one. 
It is true, her Ladyſhip's look and manner, 
poſſitively contradicted this, as never did peace 
and content, more viſibly eradiate a human 
countenanee. — but rumeur's hundred rongues in 


: Thus in the fall dom of health, wick 

2 temper ſweet and lively, a diſpoſition te 
pleaſe; and be pleaſed; attached to her 
huſband; by whom ſhe Was adored, _ 
of gaity and ſplendout, of which ſhe was in 
full pöfſeſſton; the ſenſſhle world choſe ſhe- 
ſhould be the moſt wretched creature living ; 
the men ſwore, it was pitiful, wond'rous 
pitiful,” ſhe was a charming creature and 
Claverton would have her in the end. —The 
women faw nothing in her, but a· baby face, of 
which would ſoon be fpoild, by. the quantity an 
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of paint ſhe wore, and all the little world, 
hen at Bath, was ſo good, as to be extreme- 
y agitated, about the fate of a young creature, 
ho herſelf felt, and really was, one of the 
happieſt women in exiſtence; who laughed, 
danced and chatted away the hours, while 
Lady Gertrude, and Lady Frances, accom- 
panied by their niece, were viſitting beauties 
of the laſt century; and retracing men, and 
things, nor no more. 


- 
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CHAP. I. 


HE, week thus ſpent at Bath, was in 
fact, an entree into the greater world, 
of London, for as every body viſited the 
Caſtle Howels, and as theſe every bodies had 
their correſpondents, to whom they ſent their 
opinion and deſcription, together with a full, 


and Loma account of all the reports, 
true, 


— 


true, and u untrue, in e ese this 
phœnomena, in the world of beauty; and 
as beſides, which the world is in poſſeſſion of 
ſo many daily bleſſings, ycleped newſpapers 3 
before ſne reached the metropolis, Lady 
Caſtle Howel was better known to the haut 
ton, and every Coffee houſe, than to her 
moſt intimate friends. — 


ae Lord Claverton was confined 
to his houſe, a prey to ill health, ill humour, 
and unſucceſsful paſſion. Joſeph Wilks was 
ſtill prime miniſter; not that Lord Cla- 
verton had an atom of regard for Joſeph, or 
Joſeph for his Lord ; but as the one was not 
more apt in planning, than the other dex- 
terous in executing, and as habit becomes 
_ ſecond nature, there was a kind of compact, 
between maſter and man, which promiſed 
to be more wt than ſuch = COPE —_ 


| ita are.— 


AJeapb, who om "ns private in 8 | 
guards, to his Alen honorable ſtation; tho 
very 


ww TP 
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ery illiterate, had a great ſhare of what is 
called mother's wit: he was taught his letters 
at a charity ſchool; which he learnt to put 

together on the drum head; as he was a great 
man's great man, before he could write, 
application ſupplied the place of inſtruction, 
and he was ſelf learnt to ſcrawl ſuch letters 
as we have ſeen in the courſe of this hiſtory ; 
he was a daſhing fellow, and in no ſmall 
degree a newſpaper  critic,1s the papers 
went through his hands, before they reached 

his Lord, he had it in his power to give the 
firſt information of every paragraph, that 
would amuſe, or entertain him. 


— — 


Tbe moment his e lordſhip 8 dell rung, 
Joſeph appeared with the papers, and almoſt 
out of ern read the Bath'1 NEWS, 


«Tt is ou a beduiful new made Counteſs 
« fighs in the arms of her old Lord, for the 
object of her firſt attachment, and it is 
e whiſpered that Lord C——- left Bath, in 
« delicate ipod to the GEE of the new 


« married mw” | 
; | The 
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The ſpear of Ithuriel, when it detedte 
55 Satan at the ear of Exe, had not a more in 
ſtantaneous effect on the father of intrigueſ 
than the paragraph had upon this his tru: 
ſon; and a letter from his friend Mrs. Elder. 


eee the bulinef. 

Feoteaherio Bllen/was best to Bath, by 
1 marked her for the ſweet companion of tho: 
1 hours, his conſtitution would no longer per 
1 mit him to deyote to intemperance; his whole 


heart fixed on a deſign, in which he knen 

not of a competitor, he thought he hat 

| nothing to do but to watch the fine fruit 

till an opportunity offered to gather it fo 
| | his own. table. The more ſecure he had 
| deen, che more vexatious his diſappointment 
but the. Bath news renovated his hopes; a 
to Ellen's loving Lord Caſtle Howel, tha 
was out of the queſtion, and a thoughtleſ 
young woman, married to a man, ſhe did 
not love, was a fair field for intrigue; whethe! 
partial to him, or not, no matter, the worl 
was taught to believe ſo, the ſcandalou 
creme had eſtabliſhed the fact, and volume: 
wrote 
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V rote on the ſubje& could not do it away.— 
Self love indeed, was mortified i in the con- 
ſciouſneſs, that the reports, as far as concerned 
him, were falſe, but that was by no means 
an argument, why they ſhould always con- 
tinue ſo.—Dr. Macſhean, ſtill his medical 8 
tendant, and always his tool, retained his 
influence in Groſvenor- Street and he himſelf, 
reſolyed to become a favourite of Lady Mar- 
garet's, which he well knew, thro' his 
friend the doctor, would be a very eaſy mat- 
ter, and he inſtructed Joſeph, to be more in 
love than ever, with Winifred, or whatever 
damſel müht happen to attend Los Caſtle 
Al., | | - 


Meanwhile the unconſcious Counteſs, was 

in raptures at every thing ſhe ſaw ; the towns, 

ſo ſuperior to any thing ſhe had paſſed;thro' 

in Wales, the elegant accommodations on the 
road, the reſpect paid to their retinue, the 
ü grand and populous avenues to the metro- 


— 


iin 


Lord Caſtle Howels houſe appeared no- 
thing extraordinary, perhaps, to thoſe who 
had ſeen ſome of the ſuperb edifices, which 

adorn the court end of the town; but it was 
ſpacious, convenient, and nobly furniſhed : 

Seddon never credited his taſte more, than 
in the new decorations of the bride's apart- 

ments, —her dreſſing room, library, cloſer, 


. and even powdering room, were more uſe- 
2 than ſhowy, and yet more taſty than 
4 either: ſhe looked delight, and gratitude, 


B at her huſband, when he gave her poſſeſſion 
of them, and the next day, from habit of 
employing herſelf, was found very buſy with 
Winifred, at the hour the knocker was in 
perpetual motion ; but this was an error ſhe 

. was not likely to retain ;—ſimplicity of dreſs, 
0 ; reading, muſic and work were ſoon obliged 
to give place to more faſhionable avocations : 
che houſe was thronged with viſitors of all 

; -deſcriptions, ſhe ſaw a vaſt number of pretty 
1 women, and agreeable men, who appeared 
5 as deſirous to cultivate her friendſhip, as if 

| their very beings had depended on her,— 

When 
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When the ladies declared it was impoſſible to 
exiſt without dear Lady Caſtle Howel, and 
the men ſwore, life was no life, where ſhe 
was not, could the be leſs than pleaſed ? When 
women of the firſt faſhion, were ſo anxious 
to fill up every moment of their time, en- 
croaching, even on the hours allowed for 
meals, and reſt, in dreſſing, public amuſe- 
ments, and gaming, the three grand pur- 
ſuits of the ſuperior women of the age; 
how was it poſſible he could be ſo ſtupid, 
as to prefer any of the obſolete amuſements, 
which had filled a long ſummer's day, and 
winter's evening, in the mountains of Wales? 
had ſhe been fortunate enough to have one 
friend, one adviſer, not warpped by affec- 
tion, not partial in indulgence, ſhe might 


perhaps have ſelected from the multitude, - 
who crouded her parties, a circle, in whoſe 


ſociety ſhe might have eſcaped, the almoſt 
inevitable evils, which however well the 
polite world may pleaſe to be with them- 
ſelves, are monſters of their own growth. 
But Ellen had no friends ; the had only a 
VOL, II. EH tender 
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tender 8 affectionate relations, a pro- 
fligate lover, and a numerous acquaintance. 


The points of the compaſs could not 
differ more than the three ladies, who un- 
. dertook to chaprone Ellen into _ 


"Andy G and Kay "WWII 8 
_. were toaſts forty years before Ellen was in 
being; they were born within an hour of each 
other, and tho' in the early part of their 
lives, when pleaſed with hemſelves, they 
were ready to diſpenſe to others the ſmile 
that glowed from the heart, to the coral lip 
of beauty; they were never even ben remark- 
able for their ſiſterly attachment; one ſenti- 
ment only ſeemed to be mutual, and this 
one was the ſubject of their firſt animoſity. 
Their couſin, a wild handſome young fellow 
of that age, famous for his infidelities among 


women, and his courage among men, laid 


a bet with ſome of his diſſipated compa- 
nions, that he would make love to his two 
couſins, one a ſtarched prude, the- other a 

| 5 wild 
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wild coquette, and be ſucceſsful with both; 

he won his wager; and what aggravated the | 

injury done two young ladies of character, 
he was, at the ſame time, actually married | 


to his mother's NS: 


His mock- Added diag were not ſo 
guarded, but the twin ſiſters were jealous of 
each other; and indeed, nothing, but their 
mutual ſuſpicions could have blinded them 
to the n of their lover.— 


The reſent ment of the 3 4 Caſtle 


Howel, and his family, were juſtly levelled 
againſt Mr. Howel, but the laugb of the 


country was againſt the ladies, and ſo ſtrong 
they perſuaded their father to leave Wales, 
and live wholly in London, which he did for 

the remainder of his life; but whether the 
ſtory travelled with them, whether they were 
not quite ſo charming as they now deſcribed 
themſelves to have been when young, or we- 
ther experience of the falſehood of man, ſteel- 

ed their hearts againſt their faſcination, they 


» were 


32 ELLEN. 
were now in the fixty-fifth year of their celi- 
bacy ; retaining, if not their virgin beauties, 
all the propenſities that had formerly diſtin- 
guiſhed them; perpetually jarring, contra- 
dicting, and reproaching each other, and 
agreeing in nothing, but their wiſh to diſin- 
herit their couſin, they had ſpent their long 
unſocial lives without love, and incapable of 


PK 


Lady Gertrude (the prude) en 1 
to ſelect a ſet of acquaintance for the young 


he. Counteſs, who might have ſat for Hogarth's 


pictures, in the ſociety of old maids ; con- 
fiſting of widows, ' whoſe laſt hopes were 
buried with their huſbands, - wives, whoſe 
faces and manners had effectually ſecured 
tem from temptation, but whoſe tempers 
had ſuffered the ſevereſt trials, from the folly 
of their handſome acquaintance ; antiquated 
_ virgins, a few fretful old men, whoſe wit 
was out of faſhion, and a few as fretful who 
whiſhed to N theirs in.— 


. 52 | 


« Theſe now, my dear,” ſaid ſhe, © are 
people whoſe countenance will protect you 
from the nauſeous adulation, men of this 
age pay to weak young women ; you will meet 
none of the bucks, as they are called; none 
of the idle red and blue coats, that annoy 
people of ſuperior ideas almoſt every where; 
no, what men you ſee there are ſenſible, ra- 
tional beings, from whom you may acquire 
improvment, and receive inſtruction; keep to 
ſuch characters, and your own will remain 
he nk pr: 1 5 


ce dare ay replied Ellen, colouring ex- 
tremely, © the ladies and gentlemen you 
mention, are very amiable ; but I ſhall never 
think of having any other protector for my 
character, than my own INNOCENCE, and my 
Lord's honor.“ 


c When you have been a certain time 
initiated into the ſociety I have mentioned, 
you will think differently, —it is neceſſary in 
the great world, not oy to be innocent, but 
* ſeem 10.” --- 
D 3 5 3 


54 ; ELLEN. 


Be and feem ! indeed eden! ſhall think 


| any time very ill beſtowed, that is devoted 
to the 8 me, it is 8 one 
ching.“ 


Well, 1 Autumn and her ſiſter, Miſs 


Pendegraſs (both of whom I remember very 


handſome) and are very clever, have left 


their cards, and I will introduce you to their 


afſembly ; ; you will be charmed with the de- 


corum and ſolidity of their converſation, and 
Thave too good an opinion of your underſtand- 
ing, to ſuppoſe you will not prefer them, to 
any other acquaintance you can make.” 


Ellen acquieſed with Lady Gertrude's ſen- 


 timents, who left her fully ſatisfied, the 


would follow ey advice. 


„ My ſiſter has 8 you to a e 
ſtupid party, niece,” ſaid Lady Frances, with 
a youthful affectation of levity, you will be 
bored to death; I never could bear the 
aſſemblies of that Lady Autumn, tho' I ſup- 
poſe they are not now quite ſo inſufferable, 
2 1 
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as when poor Autumn was vine; ; what a 
life did ſhe lead that poor man one e 
merely for . oy Wore.” 


Kiſſing your glove madam 2 


« Gallantry child, mere gallantry ; then the 
firſt hour after we were ſeated, while ſhe 
made tea (ladies made their own tea then) 
I was very young, but I remember it ex- 
tremely well, there were we hipped to death 
with her lamentable jealouſy, — and as to Bab 
Pendegraſs, if you happen to ſhew your 
white teeth before her, you are undone (Lady 
Frances's teeth were in tolerable preſerva- 
tion, which having diſplayed, ſhe went 
on) firſt becauſe her own (when ſhe had 
any) were, I remember, (and I was quite an 
urchin) act as jet; and ſecondly, becauſe Sir 
Solomon Spindle, who has been her dang- 
ler, off and on, theſe forty years, will be 
ſure you mean it to him, and ogle you a- 


cordingly. 
'D4 9 Lady 
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Lady Frances wore that day, a new clear 
muſlin robe, trimmed with Pink, and mon- 
ſieur (who was very famous for aſſiſting na- 
fure) had ſo managed the dreſſing of her hair, 
that both in warmth and ſize, it ſupplied the 
want of a cap, and ſhe was at this moment 
_ contemplating her figure before the glaſs, 

which till, in oppoſition to her ſiſter, who 
was rather corpulent, retained a youthful 

flim appearance,—< take my advice, and I' 
introduce you into the pleaſanteſt ſet of beings 
on earth: Firſt, there's Lady Daub, a woman 
of exquiſite feelings, tho' ſhe has been 
obliged to diſguiſe them a little on account 
olf her Enamel—zhere I remember, I firſt ſaw 
the haughty, gallant, gay Lothario.“ 


Lothario, Madam, ber whe Fthat ? 
i On =; 

« Why my dear that is Lord Merriot, that 
was—the dear duke of—that is—a noble- 
man, who has been in the practice of making 
love, long before I Was born, and has ſtill 

ſome new thing to do, and to ſay, to every 
| 3 fine 
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fine woman he meets if I had not made a 
vow never to TTY — 


Ellen could keep ker countenance no lon- 
ger; the Earl had in their airing thro' Hyde 
Park, been ſtopped: by this dear Duke, who 
certainly did ſay a vaſt number of neu, ſurpriſing: 
things in praiſe of her beauty, but who. 
nevertheleſs had ſo provoked her riſible facul- 
ties, ſhe could not help offending againſt the 
laws of politeneſs, by burſting into a fit of 
laughter, which: offence, to the. aſtoniſhment. 
of Lady Frances, ſhe'now repeated. 


Nov, be it known unto all pert, hand- 
ſome, gigling young women, the moſt dan- 
gerous thing they can do, and the hardeſt to 
be forgiven, is to laugh at an old coquette, 
at a time when ſhe is new dreſſed, before a 
glaſs, and well with herſelf. 5 


Lady Frances's little grey eyes ſtruck fire, 
ſhe. caſt a contemptuous glance at our laugh 
ter, and left the room. . 0 
"Bs _ = 
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Her look; and manner, frightened Ellen 
out of her mirth, and much diſconcerte d, 
ſhe repeated to Lady ee the whole 
converſation.—— 


8 My aunts,” faid Lady! Margaret, ce have 
been ſo long immured, at their Caſtle in the 
north, they forget how times and faſhions 
alter, the people they talk of, are like 
themſelves out of date—but if you do not 
accompany them in their viſits, it will be a 
henious offence, and you will meet many of 
the firſt people at Lady Daub's. When 

once you have been preſented, and the an- 
cient Ladies gone, you wo'n't mind company; 
your old friend Lord Claverton and Dr. 
Macſhean (who both dine with us to-day} 
when my Lord chuſes to ſtay in his ſtudy, 
will make up our whiſt table, and attend us 
to the Opera ; we may receive, and pay a 
5 few viſits, but I wiſh this racketting life was 
| over, I am weary of it, an hour with one 
1 agreeable friend is worth all the 2 
jj b prick in town.“ | 
= 8 1 5 The 


The reader will perceive the change, one 
friend has made in _ Margaret. 


Her plan was W than the old ladies, 
te ſhut up at whiſt with Doctor Macſhean, 
Lord Claverton, and Lady Margaret, mon- 
ſterous ! Nothing was ever ſo pleaſant to 
Ellen, as the racketting life I. ady Margaret. 
had very lately began to hate, and ſhe ſecret- 
ly diſſented from the whiſt propoſition ; the 
entire confidence ſhe placed in her Lord, 
made her long to tell him the converſation 
of the morning, but it was time to dreſs for 


dinner.— 

This article of dreſſing was the only thing, 
the diſliked in her new arrangements, her 
diſhabille was elegant, and ſhe was always, even 
at Code Gwyn, clean, why therefore her 
hair was to be deranged, after it was once 
put in order,—why one elegant dreſs, was 
to be changed for another, merely becauſe it 
was dinner hour, ſhe could not underſtand,. | 
and\ was provoked at ſuch a waſte of time, but 
D 6 this. 
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this error was alſo one that required a very 
ſhort time to correct.— | 


The Earl led the Counteſs into the draw- 
ing room, a little while before dinner was 
announced, and preſented the gentlemen 

both to her and his aunts. 


Lord Claverton trembled ; Doctor Mac- 
ſhean, who had not ſeen her, ſince they left her, 
the firſt time at Bath, could not help break- 
ing out in a rapturous exclamation; when he 
ſaw the beautiful Romp of leſs than ſixteen, 
now changed into a tall graceful woman, 
whoſe elegant figure, and fine proportioned 
limbs, ſeemed put together in the moſt per- 
fect ſymetry, to ſet off a face as faultleſs, as at 
that inſtant, was her gentle heart; ſhe had 
already acquired a taſte and manner in dreſs, 
which more adorns a beautiful woman, than 
the moſt coſtly Jewels, and ſhe derived from 
her excellent underſtanding, a confidence in. 
herſelf that ſupported her rank. The bluſh 
of a ſuffuſed her check, at firſt fight, 


of 
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of any ſtranger, but the world will allow, a 
young lady entering into high life in London, 
is in a very fair way of getting over all fault? 
of that kind. : 


Doctor Macſhean, ſtill adhered to # 
cautious. humility of manners before the Earl, 
and nothing could be more reſpectfully at- 
tentive, to the Counteſs than Lord Claverton, 
he allo contrived without any appearance of 
adulation, to make his politeneſs acceptable 
to the two ſpinſters, who both declared, he 
was the beſt bred man they had ſeen ſince 
they left the north ; another inſtance of Lord 
Claverton's knowledge of the human heart, 
ſinee he reconciled two ſuch contradictions in 
his favour. 


| Parties were propoſed, and engagements: 
made for the opera, plays and maſquerades, 
all which places Elten longed to be at, 


Lady Gertrude appealed to Lord Claver- 
ton, whether it was proper the bride ſhould 
| 5 | be 


irie. 


ed. 


be ſeen about, before ſhe was preſent- 


Lord Claverton did not exactly know the 


ſentiments of the reſt of the family, and 


could not anſwer more poſitively than, * cer- 
tainly, except indeed in certain caſes.” 


ee Certain caſes,” ſaid Lady Frances, im- 


patiently, our couſin the Ducheſs is not in 
town, as ſhe is the perſon of higheſt rank in. 


the family, it is proper my niece ſhould be pre- 


ſented by her, but ſure there is no ET 
for us to keep houſe till ſhe arrives.” 


Lady Margaret a no reaſon to hurry... 
The Earl wiſhed Ellen's opinion. 


« Oh, don't aſl me, for tho” I FIR - know 


what is right, I ſhall certainly give 521 vote 
' for the opera and Phys.” 


La Sud frowned, but as a favou- 
rite ſinger was announced for that night, with 
Fo | es ſuch 


— 


ſuch chimplons to > ſupport her, Lady Caſtle 
Howel ventured to make her party, from 
which her ladyſhip did not however chuſe 


to be excluded. 


— 


Lord Claverton had the honor to hand the 
bride, the Earl took care of his aunts, and 
Doctor Macſhean had the felicity to preſs. 
the fair hand of Lady AGE A799 


Out came the glaſſes-—-neither fex, are in 
this poliſned age, ſo vulgar as to ſee with 
the naked eye. | 


The men having examined every feature, 
with but one opinion of her beauty, formed 
many of her appearance, and attendants ; 
that Lord Claverton was a happy dog, and 
that Lord Caſtle Howel was an old fool, 
were ſettled points. 


« What an old ſtupid lowft to let his wife's 
lover be on ſuch familiar terms in his family,” 
cried an emactated young nobleman, whoſe 

; | * 


— r r 
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lady had recently eloped with her footman: 
« very good, anſwered Sir Harry Whiffle, 
ce how would you have him avoid it, if the 
Lady 3 18 reſolved? 22 


« In has caſe tobe ſure,” joinedared faced 
Counſellor, he has no reſource but Weſt- 
minſter-hall.” | 


« Oh, damnit !” ſaid General Spindle, © he 
deſerves, it for marrying—what can a man ex- 
gect, who, parts with his liberty ? I dare ſay 
ſhe might have been had on eaſier terms.“ 


General Spindle, was one of theſe generous 
creatures, who always kept one pretty 


woman, or another, in great ſtyle, pro bono 


publico, he was duped, bullied, and laugh- 


' edat, by half the celebrated-courtezans of the 


age, but what of that, he had. not parted 
with his liberty / 1 OE 


The Ladies were divided in their opinion 


of. her beauty, ſome thought her too tall, 


others 
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others not tall enough ; with ſome ſhe was 
too much in the em bon point, with others 

too thin; one thought her handſome, but 
lamented ſhe wanted animation, others 
thought ſhe affected intelligence of counte- 
nance, but was not at all pretty; they all 
however agreed, ſhe was very bold, to make 
her firſt entree into public with a favored 
lover they were ſure ſhe was very impru- 
dent, but would invite her to their parties 
nevertheleſs, 


\ | 


Ellen, in the mean while, fancied herſelf _ 
in a land of enchantment, and her unfaſhion- 
able attention. to the muſic diſgraced her 
ſtill more than her imprudence; the firſt 
opera was the moſt delightful thing in 
nature, except the ſecond, the third was 
ſtill more charming ; and ſo, having been 
preſented, under a load of family jewels ; 
the Queen having admired, and the King 
ſaluted her—there. was no longer an objec- 
tion to her ſeeing every place, and every 
thing; and to do her juſtice, no young Lady 

. +. 


V 


of faſhion ever made a more liberal uſe of 
the bon ton parole; her morning levees were 
crowded with faſhionable milliners and 
mantua-makers, all of whom had ſome ex- 
quilite thing, juſt imported, or invented, 
which no Lady but herſelf was to ſee, to 
whoſe civility ſhe was too much obliged, 
Not to give an order ; every half hour teem- 
ed with petitions from diſtreſſed families, 
or verſes from indigent poets ; every day 
produced a freſh liſt of engagements, and 
every viſit an addition to her acquaintance, 


Lady Gertrude reminded her, of Lady 
Autumn's aſſembly, where ſhe found the 
company very fine, very ſolemn, and very 
ſtupid, till cards a little inſpired them ; ſhe 
cut into a whiſt party, a very ſentimental 
grave old gentleman, chatted to, and chal- 
lenged her to bet, in fo civil a manner, ſhe 
could not refuſe; in two hours ſhe had loſt 
one hundred and fifty guineas—and then 
_ declined playing, having, as ſhe frankly con- 

ſeſſed, loſt all her money, 
: ns = The 
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The ſentimental Gentleman begged ſhe 


would do him the honor to make him her 
banker. 


Ellen was too ignorant to Underſtand his 
meaning, he explained, „what fir, and fo 
run in debt, ſaid ſhe, with vivacity, c h, 


no.“ 

The Ladies with great difficulty concealed 

_ contempt, the porn 1 Was 1 very 
5. 


Ellen now ad for Lady G 
who ſhe found at the ſame table with her 
friend Lady Autumn, and moſt unconſcionablỹx 
was ſhe fleeced by her very old — | 
ance, 


I have loft all my money, Madam, faid 
Ellen, ſhewing her empty purſe, and _ | 


ing —— 


| Lady. Goonate fat reddening over her 
cards, without regarding her, | 
© a NR The 
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The other table was immediately full, all 
parties were as intent on their cards, as if 
their exiſtence was at ſtake, 


1 wander, thought Ellen, 1 — 
when the converſazzioni begins. | 


* 


ut t then Lady Gertrude directed her ſer- 
vant to be called, in a voice in which there 
was neither ſentiment, or good humour, and 
ſhe was haſtily quitting her dear friend Lady 
Autumn, without one trait of antient 
e on her countenance. 5 


Ellen joined her, * dear Madam you wold 
not leave me.” 


Oh, I forgot, I beg pardon,” and ſhe 
ſtalked as faſt as poſſible to her carriage, and 
the inſtant it moved from the door, began 
a regular, and ſuccin&t account of the 
games ſhe had played, the cards ſhe had 
held, and the bets ſhe had made; in all 
which ſhe had not made a ſingle miſtake, 

Or 


In 
if 


— 


paſſed the evening. 


LI 
or deviated i in one inſtance from the rules 


laid down by Hoyle ; that therefore Lady 
Autumn and Miſs Pen muſt have 


: cheated. 


Ellen was aſtoniſhed; cheat! Lady 
Autumn, cheat ! 88 


Oh! Lady Gertrude obſerved, that was no 
ſuch an unprecedented thing, Lady Autumn 
was always famous for it. 


4 


Heavens! thought Ellen, what an ac- 
quaintance to preſerve ones character. 


It was near two when they got home, 
and the firſt eveuing Ellen had ſpent from 
the protecting ſide of her fond Lord; he 
welcomed her with the ſincereſt affection, 


and heard of her loſs at play with no more 


apparent regret then ſhe herſelf told it, — 
he immediately repleniſhed her purſe, and 
in the greateſt good humour, liſtened to her 
account of the manner in which ſhe had 


I have 


mmi 
8 J have before ſaid, Ellen's natural diſpoſi- 
tion was lively, it was perhaps ſo to exceſs, 

In the enjoyment of every indulgence, 
that can render a gay, diſſipated life delight- 
+ ful; the object of admiration wherever ſhe 
appeared; never addreſſed at home, but 
in the ſoothing voice of affection, or abroad, 
but in the inſinuating one of flattery ; followed, 
imtiated, and courted by all the gay world; 
in high health, and in the full glow of con- 
ſcious beauty; is it to be wondered, that 
ſpirit, that natural vivacity, which rendered 
her life at Code Gwyn, one continued ſcene 
of ſportive amuſement, ſhould, /o ſituated 
in London, ſometimes exceed the exact 
limits: of di/cretion ? OS 


She was an excellent mimic, the Earl had 
often been amuſed, when between themſelves, 
ſhe would imitate his aunts, . in their pecu- 
liarities: and diſputes ; forgetting. now, that 
although Lady Autumn had, as Lady Ger- 
trude faid, © cheated a little,” ſhe was that 
1 s moſt eſteemed friend; that Miſs Pen- 

| dergraſt 


CC 


| dergraſt was her conſtant correſpondent, and 


had been in former times her confidante; or 


that the whole of the company who were 
invited on purpoſe to meeting Lady Ger- 
trude, were her particular intimates: ſhe 
fat down, and with great cleverneſs, as well 
as good humour, gave ſo ſtriking a ſpeci- 
men of the perſons, manners and converſation, 


at Lady Autumn's aſſembly, that Lady 


Frances, who had declined going, and Lady 
Margaret, who had taken that pretence for 
ſtaying at home, and the Earl, who all 
knew the people ſhe deſcribed, burſt into con- 
vulſive fits of laughter; even Lady Ger- 
trude relaxed her ſolemn features into a 
ſmile. : 


Be merry and wiſe,” ſays the old pro- 
verb, but ſhew me a witty creature under 
eighteen, who ever was wiſe when merry 
encouraged by the ſucceſs of her imitations, 
on ſhe went, and though laſt, not leaſt, 
concluded with Lady Gertrude herſelf, whoſe 
inward vexation, before ſhe left the card 
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table, and invectives againſt her friend's 


chicane, afterwards were indeed four: ſubjects, 
tho not w/e ones. 


Lady Gertrude aroſe with indignation, 


de really Madam,” ſaid the enraged maiden, 


you have been taken out of your ſphere, 


you ſhould have been an actreſs.— 


Lord Caſtle Howel reddened, but Ellen's 
good humour was invincible. 


« And I ſhould have liked it vaſtly,” re- 
-plied ſhe, ſtanding up and compoſing her 


features; let me ſee, what was it my Lord 
firſt. taught me, © She never told her love, 


but let concealment like a worm ith bud, 
feed on her damaſk cheek ;” and then I for- 
get what followed, ſomething about green 


and yellow melancholy, but the. beſt was at 
laſt, © ſhe ſmiled at grief, now that's what 


I ſhall always do.“ 


3 A jaundiced imagination, ſees its own 
colour in every thing, Lady Gertrude felt 
88 that 


a wa ea mm _w was ic 


tho' her countenance wanted not circumfe- 
rence, it had yet a good deal of both green, 
and yellow in it, which all the waſhes (and 
they were not a few,) ſhe had employed her- 
ſelf and her woman, many years in making, 

could not remove ; and ſhe doubted not but 
Shakeſpeare himſelf was now introduced to in- 
ſult er. without giving the ſalutations of the 


night, therefore, ſhe took a taper off a ſide | 


table, and ſtalked to her apartment, leaving 
her ſiſter and niece laughing, ING at her an; 
her friends. 


As ſoon as ſhe was out of ſight, the incor- 
rigible Ellen took her taper, and having 
lighted it, with the ſame indignant look, 


finiſhed her imitations, by ſtalking to her 


dreſſing room, exactly in Lady Gertrude's 
manner, the Ladies again burſt into fits of 


laughter, but in ſeparating, Lady Frances ob- Y 
obſerved, ec all this was very impertinent.” | 


ELLEN. : * 
that Ellen” s irony was juſt, and well applied, 
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ORD Caſtle Howel nag amuſed himſelf 


ſeveral mornings, with purchaſing a 


number of elegant books, to furniſh Ellen's 


library, and requeſted ſhe would look at 


them; her anfwer was as ſimple as true, © ſhe 


would be very glad o do it, but really ſhe 
had.—Not time,” 


ce Not time?“ 


"cc Ns; indeed! 1 hive: not, and a FAY 
rap. at the door, confirmed in part the aſſer- 


tion; it was a Lady of high rank, come to 


drop a card, previous to an invitation to her 
ball, and the inſtant after the Ducheſs of — 
called and was admitted ; this Lady's viſit 
was, It is true, ſhort, but as the Counteſs 
was at home, it was followed by a ſucceſſion 
of idlers, who occupied the whole of the 
day, till it was time to dreſs for dinner 
and 


Pa 
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and in the evening, at the requeſt of Lady 
Frances, ſhe e her to LIP 
Daub's.— „ 


% 


Here were crowded rooms, and a numerous 
aſſembly of people of high diſtinction; Lady 
Daub herſelf was a dowager of quality, 


whoſe face had been literally maſked the laſt 


twenty years of her life ; on that maſk, the 


roſes and lilies were in perpetual bloom ; ſhe 


had confined in a corner of her manſion, 


ſeveral fine women, whom ſhe had brought 


into the world, but who, in no other ſenſe, 
had reaſon to call her mother ; they were 700 | 
full grown, 100 handſome, and 100 amiable 


to be ſhewn to the world; and ſhe 700 ſenſi- 


ble of the injury ne did them, to bear their 
company when alone :—alone ! did 1 ſay, 
that was a ſituation in which Lady Daub 
never found herſelf, but when her maſk 


wanted repair. — means -£495 2 * 1 . 


At the aſſembly of ſuch a woman, ſome 


old faſhioned readers may Ew few of 
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ZIG ELLEN, 
the well informed cultivated beings, who | 
_ credit the liſt of faſhion, would be found; 
but ſuch is the prevalence of cuſtom, ſuch 
the rage for diſſipation, and ſuch the 
neceſſity of killing time, that many of the 
moſt amiable of that deſcription, were mixed 
in the tranſient crowd that entered and retired. 


| Lady Caſtle Howel, and Lady Frances, 
were among the /ee# party invited to ſupper ; 

the gay Lothario, was alſo one of the cho- 
ſen, as was the all accompliſhed Lord Charles 
. Daſh, his ſon, and Lord e *% 


Lord Caſtle Howel's inveterate head "0M 
| prevented his being ever in thoſe late 
parties; there was dancing in one of the 


lower rooms; a pharo table in another, 
and the reſt filled with card parties. 


The Counteſs cut in, but her ears were 
- attracted by the ſound of the muſic, and ſhe, 
as uſual, loſt every thing ſhe ſtaked ; Lord 


Claverton ſtood behind her chair. —< I have 


Ld all my _ laid Ellen, © ſomebody. 
25 | will 


1 o 


will have the goodneſs to take my place.” — 
Lord Charles Daſh begged * ene iy 
her luck for her. | 


« No, pray don't, I always loſe.” 
Lord Charles took her oO 


« Oh, Lord Claverton, I am glad to ſee You, 
will you join che dancers: * 


x8 cherten, with an air of tranſport, 
led her down ſtairs, and they were dancing 
with great ſpirit, when Lord Charles, and 
Lady Frances joined them, with a fullpurſe; 


c you have been fortunate, Lady Caſtle. 


Howel,“ faid Lord 2 « here are n 
winnings.” 


Ellen drew back, Lady Frances 3 
that Lord Charles having merely taken her 
cards, if he had loſt, it would have been 
a debt of honor due from her; ſhe accepted 
the purſe and continued dancing.—_— * 
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. ELLEN. | 
be reader may believe, Lord Claverton 

loſt no opportunity of paying his court to 
his fair partner,—he did indeed play off all 
the artillery of ſighs, looks, ſhort abſcences, 
and ſudden recoveries, &c, &c. but he might 
as well have been at the pharo table, dan- 
cing- was an exercife Ellen both excelled 
and delighted in; and as it was the firſt 
amuſement of the kind ſhe had been at, ſince 
her arrival in town, enjoyed it 2 much to 
attend to the foft nothings of a man ſo per- 
fetly indifferent to her: when the laſt 
dance was gone down, there was a ſhort 
interval before ſupper ; they ſauntered to the 
pharo table, and in ten minutes Ellen won 
the bank; this was the firſt, moment ſhe 
felt an inclination to game, it was impoſſible 
not to be pleaſed at winning two thouſand 
guineas, in fo ſhort a time; Lord Charles, 
and Lord Claverton, congratulated her on 
her ſucceſs, — ſupper was announced before 
ſhe had time to lofe back any of. her win- 
nings, and there was no play afterwards.— 

CET. - 1 At 


7 LE 


At 1 0 clock ſhe found the an waiting | 


in her dreſſing room.— 
« You have been well entertained, my 
love,” ſaid he, HOES his watch. 


* 


« Yes, 1 have been ne and am quiz 


tired.” | Co Bp 


s « Dancing ! have you, and pray who 
had tlie honor to be your partner * 


« The honor was Lord Cine 85 ap I 


believe he was heartily tired of it, for you 


know he is a poor creature, and I would 


not let him fit down. Oh ! but I have been at 
cards too; ſee, my dear Lord, how rich I 
am,” —taking out the loaded purſe, a quan- 


tity of guineas fell on. the carpet which ſhe 
ordered Winifred to pick up, without trou- 
bling herſelf to count the number; her pocket 
book was next diſplayed full of notes—this was 
the firſt painful ſenfation the good Earl had 
felt ſince his marriage; while ſhe continued 
{© OS loſing 
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"Feſt ſmall ſums, without caring about 
them, he knew the rage of gaming would 
not hurt her; but ſuch a flow of ſucceſs 
would have the double i} effect, of render- 
ing her anxious to obtain it in future, and 
leſſening her eſtimation of the ſums ſhe 
had hitherto reckoned capital he was loſt | in 
3 diſagreeable reverie, when Ellen com- 
plained of fatigue, and they retired to reſt. 


te Well,” faid Lady F rances, when they 
met at four the next afternoon, for Ellen's 
head had ached, and ſhe was too much 
fatigued to riſe before, © and how did you 


ke Lady Daub?“ 


Ellen declared ſhe fri ghrened her. 


0 Frightened you! ſhe is one of the 
Politeſt women n of the , oY | 


2 = 


el Oh! ! I don't mean her manners, it was 
that tſhocking ur Nee 72282 and white.“ 


Lady 


ELLEN. - 2. 
1 Gertrude, who had not U cordi- 
ally reconciled to the Counteſs, ſince Lady 
Autumn's night, ſmiled contemptuouſſy, 
« yes, Lady Daub's red and VIE, has a for- 
titude time has no power over.“ 
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« Is ſhe a very grave . Madam 2» 
faid Ellen. 


ct Far nol i it” replied Ly F rances, cc the | 
Is cod of my diſpoſition.” 


_ TW of your age, too * 


“ am not ſo old as La Daub, ſhe was 
a woman wang I wore white frocks.” 


2m Well! I' ſhould not have choughs that 
but does is never ſmile ! EN: 


— 


« No, 1 defy. her to „ do that,” ad Lady 
Gertrude. 


« Make as free with your own friends as 
you pleaſe ſiſter,” interrupted Lady Frances. 
E 5 « You 


ws, | ELLEN. 5 
| You ſhould give that hint to Lady 
Caſtle Howel, ſiſter, anſwered Lady Ger- 
trade, ſpitefully. 

«] give it to you, Ma'am—but don't you 

think the Duke delightful niece ? and his 

ſon, Lord Charles ? 1 | 


He plays his er. 
he won my money back even in leſs time 
then I loſt it. . 


The Earl, on whom the event of the laſt 
night had made an unpleaſant impreſſion, 
now joined, but on the whole, Ellen, how 
did you like your entertainment? 


Charming! delightful ! there were 
1 many very ſweet women, and ſome agree- 
able men, and 1 * ſeveral Wy, 525 
new acquaintances.“ 


Lord Chiverton” was announced, he Te- 
| ceived the thanks of the man, whoſe * 


E EE N. . 


he was meditating to ruin, for his polite» 
neſs to the Ladies of his family, and eame 
to offer them tickets for the profeſſional 
concert. | | 


ce A concert! Oh! pray let us go,” cried 
Ellen, “I have not been at a concert yet.“ 
The Earl tenderly anxious for her health, 


reminded her of her head- ache, and che fati- 


125 ad the 17 027 9 


40031 Was = and the had oats recovered 
the n bs 


% You . of want of time my 
Ellen, had you not better devote this one 
evening to nc e m > | 

1185 « Ohy/ nota e was ſure would giye 
her the head-ache.“ Lord Caſtle Howel 


ſighed at the remembrance of he happy 


days paſt in the library at Caſtle Howel, 
but could not prevail on himſelf to oppoſe, 
* farther; the wiſh of a wife he doated 
| E 6 ON, 
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on, 15755 therefore. __ to er 
| her.— 


When once the mind of a young woman, 
has taken a biaſs for pleaſure, unreſtrained 
by a fear of conſequence r a prudential 
regard to expence, it is in vain to expect ſhe 
will be either ſated, or even gratified; amuſing, 
good humoured, gay, witty, and pleaſant, 
Lady Caſtle Howel's company would have 
been courted without the perſonal charms, 
which were ſure to attract a crowd of faſhion- 
able men, wherever ſhe appeared; a round 
of engagements employed every hour of her 
time, and a conſtant routine of amuſements, 
very avocation of her mind.—, / 


W 1 on Winifred was con- 
tinued, but wich little advantage to his em- 
ployer, for the Counteſs had no time to talk 
tp her, or to hear, as formerly, the wonderfulls 
ſhe had to: ſay but his Lordſhip's cloſe; at- 
tendance was talked of every where, and 
by every body but thoſe moſt concerned; — 


8 4 
£ , * 
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65 At length the happy intimation was given, 
that the Counteſs was pregnant, the Earl's 
fondneſs could not increaſe, but his anxiety 


for the welfare of Ellen did, —he remonſtra- 
ted anxiouſly, and tenderly, againſt fatigue 


and late hours, and was joined by the 


two old ſpiniſters, who entreated her to 


retire into the Country. But the country 
had not no charms for Ellen. 


She 5 a lift of engagements that would 


laſt till the hour of her accouchment, beſides | 


her own nights, which were always brilliant- 
ly attended; but ſhe conſtantly promiſed t to 
return home. at an early hour, and as con- 
ſtantiy broke her word; ſhe had made a ſet 
of intimates of women, who were at the head 
of every thing, the buſineſs of whoſe lives 
ſeemed to. be, that of getting rid of their 
huſband's eſtates, but e were women of 
char aer Hr beinen mage 


she played high, and her loſſes were ſo 


frequent, chat the Earl, with great delicacy, 
informed 


8 
K 
3 


86 ELLEN, 


informed her he was unable. to anſwer fuch 
; JO * „ Ai 

ede ame. * t he 1 
pale, ſhe had judged of the riches af her 
huſband, 8 his liberality, eee e one 
as inexhauſtible as the e 


Op 8 as —ſhe found her 
near fainting, and terrified leaſt her diſorder 
ſhould bring on an event that would fruſ- 
trate all their hopes, drew from her the 
cauſe, and immediately ſupplied her with 
money to diſcharge every debt of honor, 
' with hog to ber not to hoy _ 


Ellen b had elected one among hs acquain- 
tance, to whom the was in the habit of ſpeak- 
ing of all her affairs, fecrets ſhe: had none; 
the honorable Mrs. Morley, Lord Durant's 
eldeſt daughter, married toa rich banker, with 
whom the was, on account of her expences, 
at perpetual variance; Ellen told that Lady 
what bad * 9 regretted 

her 


EEUVE 87 
her extravagance, and reſolved to leave off 
play. Mrs. Morley burſt into a fit of laugh- 


ter, Ellen could not divine the cauſe ; her 


friend aſſured her, the Earl was humming her ; 
— he does not like you ſhould ſpend fo 
much money, and he knows the ſimple 
goodneſs. of your heart ſo well, he takes 
this method of intereſting your feelings in 
his own cauſe; he muſt be rich, he or his 
muſty old ſiſter, never lived at any expence; 


but come, we ſhall be late, Mrs. Hewart's 
doors are open early; I teazed Morley out 


of five hundred to day, and am reſolved” to 
be a bold adventurer to night, “ allons.” 


Mrs. Morley was bold and ſucceſsful, 


Ellen caught the infection, inſtead of pay- 


ing her debts of honor, ſhe loſt all the 
money Lady Gertrude had given her; Lord 
Charles Daſh, one of her creditors, walked up, 
he condoled with her on her repeated ill for- 
tune; but * heaven is juſt, continued he, © thoſe 


charms alone are more then ſhould” fall to 


the lot of one happy mortal,” and he ſeized 
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her hand, from which ſhe had juſt Alen 
her glove, and with a freedom, he had 
never before attempted, imprinted on it a 
1 15 
Overwhelmed with ſhame, regret and 

mortification, ſhe wanted, for the moment, 
power to aſſert her own dignity. 


Encouraged by her paſſiveneſs, and in- 
vited by the embarraſſment he knew ſhe 
was in (for Mrs. Morley had, in mere kind- 
neſs, told him how the Earl had treated her 
 friend,) he fixed his eyes on hers, and draw- 

Ing his chair near her, whiſpered an inunda- 
tion of nonſenſe, Every paring ending in the 
: word love. | 


Pot Ellen felt in that inan, every 
kenſaion of anguiſh, the human mind could 

feel in ſuch a ſituation; pride, ſhame and vir- 
tue, ſtruggled in her boſom, —her check 
glowed, but when ſhe looked on the face 


of the ne inſulter, and recollected ſhe 
was 


. 


ELLEN. Ot 85 


was in kls debt, without means to enfran- 
chiſe her honor, frame was predominant. 


Lord Claverton, conſtant to the ſettled 
point of all his, deſires; was an anxious and 
intereſted obſerver of this ſcene ; he well 
knew Lord Caſtle Howel's fortune would 
not ſupport his wife's extravagance ; he ſaw 


with pleaſure ſhe was ſinking deeper and 


deeper into the vortex of diffipation ; on her 
propenſity to play reſted his chief hope, he 
wiſhed to ſee her embarraſſed, and in debt, 
but not to Lord Charles Daſh—the deſigns 
of his Lordſhip were 700 palpable to be miſ- 


underſtood, and the eye of jealouſy 2 keen 
not to ſee through every diſguiſe, —he could 
not bear any other man ſhould take a liber- 
ty he dared not to think of; he ſaw Lord 4: 


Charles's preſumptuous hope in his eyes 
but how to reſcue her, in that moment, from 


a ſituation ſo deſperate ? 


b_ happened that Ellen at that ine Jook- 
ed up, her. brow, no longer the throne of 
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® : N : 
Momus, was ndl and 8 a tear | 
trembled on. her eyelid, and her check loſt 
its lovely bloom, —Lord Claverton could 
not hear this, he advanced to her, and pre- 
ſented his pocket book — Lord Caſtle 
Howel, Madam . requeſted me to deliver 
you this, and expects you at home, as ſoon 
* paſlible,” 


Ellen glanced bow eye at the book, ſhe 
ſaw it was not her huſband's, and her firſt 
impulſe was to return it to Lord Claver- 
ton, —in the vague, indeterminate manner, 
in which ſhe held the book, Lord Charles 
had alſo an opportunity of ſeeing Lord 
Viſcount Claverton's name rage filled his 


ME lordly boſom Ellen met his eyes, they were 


ſo hateful, and his touch (for he had again 
taken her hand) ſo. petrifying, that ſhe receiv- 
ed the book, and took notes out to the amount 
of his debt, and turned from him without 
ſpeaking. Mrs. Morley, exulting in her own 
ſucces, declined going home, — the Coun- 


tels, who was tog much agitated however 
tg 


6 4. 


ELLEN. 9 


to ſtay for her, ordered her n and 
on 5 firſt flight of ſtairs met Lord Claver- 

« Oh my Lord” ſaid ſhe, half ſobbing, 
= involuntarily giving her hand, © from 
what a ſituation did you relieve me!“ He 


reſpectfully bowed, reſtraining every deſire 


to imprint his lips, where ſo late he had 
ſeen Lord Charles's.---- | 


Ellen happened to look behind her, and 
ſaw Lord Charles leaning over the ban- 


niſter, ſhe quickened her ſtep, and handed 
by Lord Claverton got into her carriage, 
« ] ſhall ſee you ſoon, my Lord,” he 


bowed- Lord Charles bruſhed by, and the 


vis a vis drove off. 


Lord Caſtle Howel was ſubject to in- 


veterate head aches, which obliged him, as 
ſoon as he was ſeized with them, to lay down, 
during theſe paroxiſms, he could not bear 


the leaſt noiſe, he happened, unfortunately 


for our heroine, to be in one of theſe fits at 


her return,---ſhe reſolved, during her ride 
home, 
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| home, to check key fault, tell him of Lord 
Claverton's kindnefs, and vow never more 
to touch a card; but after ſleeping on the 
matter, ſhe found confeſſion of aggravated 
faults not quite % plealant—Lord Caſtle 
Howel was not recovered, and the repeti- 
tion of a ſtory ſo reprehenſible, might bring 
on a relapſe; the old ladies complimented 
her, on her early return home the night 
before, and ſhe could not reſolve to tell 
them how little merit ſne had in that matter. 


Lord Claverton did not appear next day, 
it was one of her nights, neither he nor 
Lord Charles attended, they had both cards, 
and were uſed to be among the firſt,---ſhe, 

however, declined play, to the infinite plea- 

ſure of her doating huſband; never were the 
ladies more pleaſed with her, and never was 
ſhe more deſerving their favour,---the event 
of the laſt evening. leſt an impreſſion on her 
mind, which the more ſhe e the 
more ſhe was ſhocked, 


A thou- 
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A thouſand men had ſworn ſhe was vin 


had told her of the luſtre of her eyes, the 
beautiful tranſparency of her complexion, 
her fine turned arm and Medicien form, her 


grace, her wit, had been the theme of praiſe 
from the million, but there was a decorum 


G obſerved in the flattery, the harſh ſtrokes 
| were ſoftened off; the innocence of her look, 
and propriety of her manners, awed. libertin- 
im; and in the midft of gaiety, no word, 
no action, eſcaped, to inſpire hope in the 
heart of depravity, from one, whoſe life and 


converſation had been under the influence 


| of pure minds, and faultleſs examples : if ſhe 


ated without foreſight, it was becauſe ſhe 
wanted experience, to point. out dangers ſhe 
did not know exiſted ;, if ſhe talked without 
thought, it was becauſe ſhe was uſed to look 
inward, where ſhe found no one ſentiment. 
condemned by conſcience,. or reſtrained by 
delicacy ; but now ſhe had the © debtors 
pillow,” his debaſement, his anxiety, and her 


purity, recoiled, from a recollection of the 


voice and manner of the profeſſed debauchee, 
who 
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who bad infolted her with ſentiments 25 
humiliating as hateful.— Many were the 
times and opportunities, when Lord Charles 
might have availed himſelf of being alone 
with her, to give the converſation the ſame | 


- - indecent turn, had he not been reſtrained 


by reſpect; that reſpe ſhe had deprived her. 
ſelf of; and the conſequence of making her 
only proper protector acquainted with his 
ark re might be fatal. | 


So far from loving play, cards were her 
_ averſion, before an inconſiderate compliance 

with fafhion, tempted her to game; could 
they be leſs ſo now, when the conſequence 
was ſo injurious to her peace and honor: 


Mrs. Morley's infinuation, that the Earl 
had been guilty of duplicity, in his aſligned 
reaſon, for not ſupplying her with money, 
| had not gained the ſmalleſt degree of credit, 

even when it ſeduced her into ſo fatal an 
error; and now, ſeated by her huſband, 
vhoſe * — fixed on n her, ſpoke ten- 
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derneſs Unstrerable; the calumny pierced 
her heart; and ſhe endeavoured to reconcile 
her feelings to her conſcience, by renewing 
thoſe attentions, he ſo well deſerved, but 


which diffipation had deprived him of. — 


Lady Gertrude hinted, the a to 
be more with her gueſts ; ſhe complained of 
fatigue, and begged her ladyſhip would apo- 


logize,---the company were as uſual ſelect for 


ſupper ; Lady Caftle Howel knew nothing of 
expence, ibat was the department of her 
complaiſant ſiſter-in-law, ſhe was only ſolicit- 


ous to have her table look as well, or better, 
than other perſons of her rank; it was par- 


ticularly magnificent this night, but beſides 


Lord Charles Dafh, and Lord Claverton, 
Lady Margaret found another aZ/entez, Dr. 


Macſhean had not attended, nor any more 
than the other gentleman, ſent a card; the 


company ſtay d late, but Lady Caſtle Howel's 


indiſpoſition was an e for her early 
retiring. | 


— 


1 0 was ſhe of the forrows 
that awaited her; how often did ſhe after- 
wards 
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Fn wards regret, that an eternal ſleep had not 


for ever cloſed her eyes; doomed to weep 
for the mere inadvertencies of heedleſs youth, 


as s for the blackeſt crimes. 


1 Charles Daſh was, in reſpect t to 
modern diſſipation, an improved picture of 
his illuſtrious father; the moſt noble, and 
puiſſant Duke of Daſh, Marquis Squander- 
velt, Viſcount Sterling, Baron Dunder, 
knight companion of the moſt noble =_ 


of the garter, of his majeſty's mo 


wiſe and honorable privy council, M2 
of the firſt, and moſt ancient ornaments of 
the Britiſh peerage. Lord Charles Daſh, 
ſecond ſon to the above mentioned noble 
perſonage, was fix foot high, colonel of a 


' regiment of horſe, and a member of par- 


liament ; he ſwore fluently, gamed immo- 
derately,” made love indiſcriminately, won 
more money, fought more duels, ruined more 
women, and was more the thing, than any 
Lord of his COTS 6 Kingdom: 2 | is 


veel. 
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needleſs to ſay he was an immenſe favourite 
ol che ladies. 7 1 


The noble Duke his father, it is but juſ- 
tice to allow, did all in the power of exam- 
ple, to render his ſons as famous as him- 
ſelf, —he had three leading traits in his cha- 
rater, he borrowed every man's money, 
ſeduced every man's wife, and broke every 
man's confidence, on whoſe weakneſs or 
credulity he could practiſe; he ſhortened the 
days of two amiable wives, women of vir- 
tue, character and fortune, and he was now 
kept in the moſt ſervile ſubjection, by a 
low bred YOu, who had neither. 5 


Had PE Charles's Er ra been 


dignified by more noble purſuits, it would 


have been reſpectable, he had read much, 
made the grand tour, converſed with an 
elegant fluency, not only in his mother 
tongue, but in the languages. of moſt of the 
European courts, and to finiſh his nn 
was immenſely rich. | „„ 
Tus ; OS he 
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w an age, when Sir Robert Walpole's 
axiom, that every man had his price, may be 
almoſt transferred to the other ſex, Lord 
Charles Daſh' sſucceſs will not be doubted; but 
exceſs ofdifſipation had fo far blunted the keen 
feelings, which had carried him headlong 
in purſuit of all that was fair and new.— 

it was not mere beauty, no; nor modeſty, 
tat could now touch a heart, ſurfeited with 
Tweets; it "muſt be ſomething extraordinary,— 

"out of the common run: one whole month 
he had followed a child under fourteen, 
whom : at last having purchaſed of her venal 
Parents, at a very high 3 he returned to 


„ 4 


ſion: he had even felt a momentary deſire for 
the Engliſh Ninon, after ſhe had paſſed her 
grand climacteric, the lady, who well knew 
how to make the moſt of his folly, accepted a 
Hhandſome gratification for receiving, and a 
All handfomer one, for difmilſing bim.— 


Ile Was ie by Lady Daub, on the 


firſt night of our heroin®'s 8 urn at her 
aſſembly, 


II | nn. 
aſſembly, to ſee a ruſtic, whom the Earl of 
Caſtle Howel had married, for the avow- 
ed purpoſe of propagating the ſpecies, a 
mere girl, ignorant, and inexperienced, but 
extremely beautiful. „ 


e found her to ſurpaſs all he had expect- 
ed in the laſt deſcription, but, tho“ young, 
and new to the circle of faſhion, graceful, 
eaſy and ſenſible; he was introduced by the 
Earl himſelf, at an accidental meeting in 
Hyde Park, but did not then ſee enough _ 
of her to be. ſure Lady Daub's picture was 
not overcharged,---he was however a loſt 
man, from the inſtant, he became ſufficiently 

acquainted, to be treated without reſerve, 
and taking it on che credit of uſage le monde, 
doubted not, but ,a young girl, who for 
| riches would marry an old man, might, on 
| certain conditions, be induced to intrigue with 
a young one, this ſettled maxim, leſt him 
at liberty to ſigh. and look, and look and 
ſigh, eto plan, to reconnditre- tand, as 
1 2 ia 025 occa-· 
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utmoſt indifference he won her money, and 
with an inſinuating politeneſs offered revenge; 


till he was fortunate; they doubled ſtakes, 


---fate was ſtill obdurate; he preſſed her to 


go on---ſhe had already exceeded the limits 
of her 'purſe—ſhe ventured and was ftill a 
| loſer ;—overwhelmed with ſhame and vex- 


ation, ſhe apologized for not paying him— 


he entreated ſhe would not mention a cir- 
cumſtance that ee 12 th LES 


'S m4 uh FF OY” I f 
93 & 4 #- i 


r Peng was 5 ads at whe 15 aki 


he aſked her to change her luck — fortune 
could not always perſecute ſo lovely a votary ! 


Che entreated he might be her banker, and 
putting his _ into o her hand, led her to the 


- — 
LAS - £ 8 
14 b 10 LF 


7 hes; party eder "0 with. every ex- 
preſſion of politeneſs, and the ſecret joy a cer- 
tainty of winning inſpires.—ſhe hardly knew 


„hat ſhe was doing, or going to do, ſhe 
. reckoned what money was in the 


purſe, 


* 


Win tot 


purſe, and (with a heart aching with a ſen- 


ſation, which could be neither called regret, 
or ſelf reproach, and yet an indefinable mix- 
ture of both, ) ſat down, her honorable friend 
ſtanding at her chair back. For ſome time 
ſhe won, and inwardly exulted, ſhe could 


at leaſt pay off part of her debt of honor 


ſhe arole and ordered her ſervants ; on look= 
ing round the table ſo many creſt fallen viſ- 


ages met her eye; ſo many voices entreating 


her ſtay ; her ſervants not being ready, and 
a ſomething in her boſom which pointed her 
going with a large ſum, from a table where 


| ſhe had ſat fo ſhort a time, as ſelfiſh, ſhe 


reſeated herſelf, and loſt every ſhilling, both 
of what ſhe had won, and what Lord Charles 
had lent her; become deſperate by this ſud- 
den turn, ſhe played on credit, till the indo- 
| lence of her adverſaries towards her, and 
their eagerneſs to each other, ſhewed her: of 


how little conſequence ſhe was, in her pre- 
ſent ſtripped, and bankrupt ſituation, and 


her motion to go was no longer oppoſed. 
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_ thatthe Earl's liberality would ſoon enable her 


folly, prevented her mentioning the whole 


' fo noble a ſpitit be otherwiſe than enraged, 


but as from his Lordſhip's extreme caution, he 


mirer, concluded the report was either untrue, 
or which was juſt the ſame, the intrigue over 
hen therefore with ſo little ceremony, 


- Hardly able to ſupport herſelf, ſhe was 

led to her carriage by Lord Claverton. It was 
to pay the debts incurred at the loo table, 
Lady Gertrude had ſupplied her; for ſhame 
of the amount of the ſum ſhe owed Lord 
Charles, confidence in his politeneſs, hopes 


to pay him, or perhaps the more rational de- 
ſign, of taking ſome fond moment to con- 
feſs to him; and him alone, her extravagant 


amount of her debt: With ſuch a ſcheme in 
his head, as the ſeduction of the young 
Counteſs, brought nearer perfection than he 
could have hoped, in ſo ſhort a time; how could 


when another noble ſpirit inſinuated itſelf be- 
tween him, and his prey? he heard of Lady 
Caſtle Howel's penchant for Lord Claverton, 


appeared to be rather an obſerver, than an ad- 


Lord 


, 


* 


Lord Claverton put it in her power to pay 
her debt of honor to him; which, to ſay the 


truth, had been done in ſo delicate a way, 
that the eye of candour might have imputed 


it to honorable friendſhip ; he, who judged 


of other men by himſelf, and had long been 
acquainted with Lord Claverton's diſpoſition 
and character, had no doubt but his Lord- 

| ſhip's deſigns, were ſimilar to his own; top 

proud for contention, too peeviſh for contra- 

diction, and too much in love, to act with 

reaſon, or conſiſtence, he ſet himſelf down, 
for an injured man, and Lord. Clayerton for 
the perſon who had injured him. 


The* Viſcount's ſentiments were equally 
vindictive ; both their noble boſoms burned 


with rage, and panted for revenge; Lord 


Charles ſent Lord Claverton a challenge, 
which, tho' fighting was a trade he had re- 
ſigned, he accepted, and made every prepa- 
ration for the glorious on- ſet, neither of 


theſe great minded noblemen, once recollec- 
ting, there was a huſband in the world, to 
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whom they were offering injuries, human 
nature could not bear, or honor forgive, — | 


; "92 CHAP, Iv. 


\HE meeting took place in Hyde- 
1 Park, at eight on the evening their 
abſence, ſo much ſurpriſed the Ladies in 
Groſvenor Street; Lord Claverton was dan- 
gerouſiy wounded, and Lord Charles ſet off 
for the PO till the event ſhould be 


known, | 


Moſt unfortunately for our heroine, Lord 
Charles had an humble friend, who flattered 
both his vices, and his follies ; from this man 
none of his great deſigns, or atchievements 
were concealed; he had progreſſively been 

. 5 the 


EEC 
the confidant of his admiration, his hope, 
his expectations, and finally of his jealouſy, 

which with additions, ſuggeſtions and infe- 
rences, Captain Durell (not being enjoined to 


ſecrecy, or bound to veraeity) took ſpecial 


care ſhould be fully comprehended at every 
breakfaſt table in the faſhionable circle ; but 
had not the affair been thus en train, it would 
have been impoſſible to conceal it from the 


family, whoſe honor, and whoſe peace, was 


thus wantonly expoſed to the idle and male- 
volent goſſip of the town; for Lord Claver- 
ton, conſtant to his medical friend, had en- 
truſted him with the duel, without hinting 
at the cauſe, and directed his attendance in 
the Park. M bas cue A vis 1 


* . 
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- Dr. tans was not wanting in medi- 


* 


* ſkill, but perceiving; from the ſituation of 
the wound, and the weak conſtitution of his 


; patrons; that it would be attended with dan- 


ger, immediately ſent for two ſurgeons, and 


2 phyſician of the firſt unge rt to his alliſt- 
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| Neither were theſe gentlemen enjoined to 
fecrecy, ſo that the duel, with what particu- 
lars Captain Durell choſe co add, was not 
only in private circles, but in oats coffee- 
* in town. — 


. The two letters we ſubjoin were carried to 


che bed fide of Lady Frances, and Lady 


Gertrude Howel, while Dr. Macſhean and 


Lady Margaret were ſhut up in her ladyſhip's 
| drefling room, and the Ear was cap 


his cloſet, | * 


3 For Lady Gertrude Hows 


— 


1 „Lady OR and Miſs Pendegraſs 
< moſt ſincerely condole, with Lady Ger- 


, trade Howel, on the unfortunate denou- 


* ment in her family; Lady Autumn ex- 
* preffed her ideas, as delicately as ſhe. 
could to her friend Lady Gertrude, on 
the . unequal alliance, certainly Lord 


x Caſtle Howel might have found a bride 
* under the prudent direction of Lady Ger- 


be trude, 


/ 


ELLEN. - 10 


ce rode, more approximating. to the opinion 
ce of his friends, as well as more ſuitable to 
« himſelf; but what can -be ſaid ? Miſs Pen- 
ce degraſs ſuppoſes a diyorce mult enſue, ſhe” 
« js ſhocked at the depravity of the age, tuo 
ee illicit connexions at once, is a refine- 
« ment on vice, decreed for the beautiful 
« Counteſs of Caſtle Howel. —Lady Autumn 
0 hopes the report of the Earl's fortune be- 
« ing deranged by his wife's extravagance is 
« not true. 


For Lady _ Horvel. 


« HEAR FANNY.” 


0 1 am dying with the cooth-ache (Lady 
factoring) « or ſhould have Gown to you; 
« your ſufferings, my dear creature, muſt be 


« intenſe, and I feel them very ſincerely, 
* but the thing itſelf is po more than J 
« foretold; if men will make wives of girls, 
* mult expect the conſequences, but chat 

F'0- . 
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l 0 devil, Lord EBIT achte /I am 


ce ſerioully angry with him, to take advan- 


Ky tage of ſuch a Poor ſimple young thing ; ; 


ce 23x to Clayerton *tis an old affair 1 find, 


ce Morley was in all her ſecrets, adieu come 


« to me as ſoon as poſſible, that I may tell 


} We oy an, every * I've heard. 


W 


"Yours, 
1 Davs, 


The ladies rubbed their eyes, and read the 
notes over and over—without underſtand- 
ing a ſyllable, Lady Frances being the moſt 


alert of the two was ſoon in her ſiſter's 


room. 
* th. * * » ? 8 
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ue Read this note 2m Lady Automn,” 
eee N Gertrude. By 5 


73 


Their aſtoniſument increaſed, they" l Bur- 


ew: _ ſtairs, / Lady: Margaret and Dr. 
| Macſhean 


ELLEN, hay 
Macſhean joined chen; the Doctor 8 in- 
formation of the duel was circumſtantial, but 
from his own knowledge he could ſpeak no 


further ; each of the 8 ordered, her 


chair.- 


At Lady Autumn's S, Lady Gita heard, 
that her niece had intrigued with Lord Cla- 
verton, both before, a ſince ſhe was mar- 
ried, that ſhe had forſaken him for a lover, : 
who had it more in his power to ſupport 
her extravagance—that however Lord Cla- 
verton having furniſhed her with money, to 
pay ſome play debts, it had- betrayed the 
connexion to Lord Charles Daſh, who chal- 
lenged Claverton and killed him,— | 75 "RE 


1405 Gertrude” 8 aſtoniſhment is not 
to be expreſſed, and Prone as the was to 
take the worſt part of every ſtory that 
reached her, a conſtant obſervation of the 
conduct of Lady Caſtle Howel, from 
the inſtant of finding her at her grand- | 
MNOUWEF" 8 r till that moment, had given 

her 


bre 0 ELLEN: 1 


her ſo different an impreſſion of her heart, 
notwithſtanding her occaſional levity, that 
ſhe could not help treating what her good 
friends, Lady Autumn and Miſs Pendegraſs 
' were ſaying, with voy. mark of incredulity. 


3 Ladies were por to convince her 
of her family misfortune ; they were perhaps 
appectcnlivg, ſhe. would not only remain 

under her preſent ſecurity herſelf, but com- 
municate it to the reſt of the family, for 
whoſe honor, they proteſted, they were too 
much concerned, to ſuffer it to be injured, 
by a wicked young woman; Captain Durell 
was therefore ſent for, and he, on authority 
of Lord C harles's confidence, declared, that 
he knew he had ſupplied Lady Caſtle 
| Howel with ſeyeral different ſums of money, 
to a large amount ; that Lord Charles was 
a man of the world, and attached, as he cer- 
_ _tainly was, to the fair ſex, yet it was not to 
be ſuppoſed, he would part ſo liberally with 
| money, for which he was to receive no con- 


Hide ration; the Captain would be grieved to 


advance 


ELLEN, 2te 


1 any thing to a lady's prejudice, 


on mere conjecture; but he thought he 
might venture to aſſert, Lord Charkes knew 
in general, what he was about; with reſ- 
pet to Lord Claverton, that matter was 


beyond a doubt, and Lord Charles, when he 


ſent the challenge, declared to him that Cla- 


verton intrigued with TIE: Caſtle Howel, | 


who had n him.— 


Lady Gertrude was WR affetted; «If 


this be true,” cried ſhe, ſighing, at the pro- 


bable diſappoineiet of all her Nene. 


True! Mis N n it was 
paſt all doubt, and that ſhe had always ob- 


| ſerved a certain caſt of countenance in Lady 
Caſtle Howel, that diſguſted ber, and be- 


lieved, ſhe had ſpread her ſnares for more 


than Lord Char les, and Lord Claverton— 


Sir Solomon Spindle. 


Lady Gertrude interrupted her with im- 


patience; © hat day did this unſortunate 
enn 
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affair happen ? „The duel, Captain Durell 


* 


informed her, was yeſterday, but the tranſac- 
tion which occaſioned i it was the day before, 
at Mrs. Stewart's. Lord Charles having 
liberally furniſhed Lady Caſtle Howel with 
money, to pay fome play debts, accidentally 
aw Lord Claverton give her his * 
book for the ſame Porpoſs.—— 


hi Good God !” exclaimed 5 Gerthide 


« ſome miſtake, ſome inexplicable myſtery | 


is in all this, for 1 myſelf gave gy _ 
to pay play debts the fame day.” OED S102! 


Lady Autumn, and Miss [Petideprat 


Fidel out, at this, and congratulated their 
friend, on being added to the cher” N | 


dopes made by me ketle welch Hovice: 


3 Lady 8 Gertrude took ater! wal he 
leave, and ordered her chair to Lord Cla- 
verton' 8. where the found the 85 eee 


n weng, WO vn ler ame on the 
ſlates 
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Nate, but could only ſay, his Lord was ill 
without a ſyllable that led to the nene 


ſhe was in 3 of. 1 


\ 


Lady F rances, on her part, Wund ber 
friend's dreſſing room crouded, the company 
highly diverted with every thing, but Lord 
Claverton's danger, which as it involved 
Lord Charles in ſome difficulties, was really 
tremendous—bere, it was, tho' entirely be- 


lieved, treated as a thing of courſe, and from 


ſeeing Lady Frances abroad, half the com- 
pany concluded, the family would think of 
it in the ſanie way; Lady Daub however, 
ſeeing her Fanny look very grave, took her 
into her cloſet, and eagerly repeated her 


fory. © Lord Charles, who, dear creature, 


was but too generous, had been very laviſh 
of preſents to Lady Caſtle Howel, and a- 
mong other things of great value, gave her 
a pocket book, in which were bank notes to 


a very conſiderable amount, that happening 


to ſee Lord Claverton take out a pocket 
book at Mrs. Stewart s, he fancied it like, 
and | 
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and indeed it- proved to be the one, he had 
given Lady Caſtle Howel; © now you know 


Fanny,” added her ladyſhip, in the prettieſt 4 


lifp imaginable, that was too bad—Lord 
Charles challenged. and, killed Lord Claver- 
ton. I am ſorry the girl did not know bet- 


ter, they ſay, my dear, ſhe is with child, can 


you gueſs at the father?“ 


Poor Lady Frances could, not, ſpeak for 


ſome minutes, but as her's was, the fort of 


mind that, a little conſcious of its, own faults, 
Was, if not more lenient, more credulous, to 


thoſe of others, ſhe implicitly believed the 


whole ſtory, and far from feeling any deli- 


cate embarraſſment on the occaſion, reſolved 


to. be, if poſlible, the perſon who, ſhould 
firſt carry this pleaſant news to my Lord. — 


She was however miſtaken, for tho“ ſhe 


reached Groſvenor-Street long before ber 
ſiſter - the buſineſs was done. 


8 MIS Morley, who could not, at this junc- 
ture, for the world, viſit the Counteſs, was 
however 
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however not under the ſame difficulty with 
Lady Margaret, having called, in her way 
from Lady Daub's, at every door where ſhe 
could get admittance at that early hour, 
and having, to her infinite gratification, found 
the matter was. paſt doubt, and Lady. Caſtle 
Howel's ſun ſet, ſhe ordered her footman 
to rap with great caution at the Earl's door, 


and enquire for Lady Margaret Howel. 


Mrs. Morley's name was announced, Lady 
Margaret was for being denied, but the Dr. 


who could (if he would have ſpoken out) 


have cleared the matter as far as related to 


Lord Claverton, had yet his doubts about 


Lord Charles; the rage in which his 


patron prepared for the duel, convinced him 


he at leaſt thought he had cauſe for jealouſy, 
he was therefore curious to hear what Lady 


Caſtle Howel's moſt intimate friend would 


lay on the ſubject, and at his inſtance ſhe 
was admitted. 


Mrs, Morley was too pretty to be ever 


out of humour with her own features, yet 
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on ſuch an occaſion it was proper to ſcen 
ſad, the entered with a demure ſtep, and 
down caſt look, and being ſeated, ſighed 
and we out her hankerchief, | | 


„ C aſtle Howel i is not vpe Nada, 
= Lady Mangarer—biut,— 


„ Of 1 my dear Lady Margaret, don't name 
her, poor unhappy woman, tis all over you 
know, one can't ever think of viſiting g her; 
but how are vou? ad how is the good 


Earl?“ 


The good Earl was at the door, he was 


„  & + 


hearing her friend's voice, ſuppoſed ſhe was 
already down; at his ſudden entrance Lady 
Margaret turned pale, and Mrs. Morley 
reddened; his ideas were confuſed, ſome- 
thing he thought had been ſaid about Lady 
Caſtle Howel, he could not underſtand, and 
tze lodks, both of Mrs. Morle y, and li 


ſiſter, were alarming; — 


« What 


118 


« What is the matter, Madam?“ ſaid he, 


haſtily, © you were ſpeaking of my Ellen!“ 


« Ah! my Lord, your. tenderneſs, your 


well known indulgence,” anſwered Mrs. 
Morley, in a whining tone, © for that un- 


grateful,” — 5 


Lord Caſtle Howel was not diſpoſed to be 
trifled with; © who ? what did the mean? * 
aſked he 1 in a a tern terrific voice. 


Mrs. Morley was awed—ſhe heſi rated, 


£105 


Lord Cy Howe! was in 1 AgONIES,— 


Dr.Macſhean then calmly faid, he feared 


Lord Claverton was hing. 


cc What is that to me ? or Lady Caſtle 
Howel ? 3 A 744-8 2 


Lord Charles Daſh challenged him.” — 


* 1 
| 
* 
* 


« Why 
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Why am I tortured about that? where 
is my Ellen ?*where ?” his looks betrayed the 
pourturbation of his mind, and Lady Margaret 
endeavoured to ſooth him, by faying, * 
rn yg e n kt 


Winifred was called, "Wh aid the was in 
a Tweet deep, cot 9555 her.” 


6 Mrs. Morley was now more herſelf, the 

ſhrugged her ſhoulders, caſt up her eyes, 
and fighed as if in deteſtation of one PArtYs 
and compaſſion for the other. — 


«Foro fine a face“ ſaid the Earl, peeviſhly, | 
« ] never ſaw one ſo unkappy i in expreſſion,” 


12 ; at this inſtant emtercd, and 
Vith a vaſtdeal of dignity, took her nephew's 
hand, was- glad to ſee him bear it ſo well, 
and aſked if he had got to the truth of the 


ſtory. 


That there was a ſtory to be told, in which 
he was concerned, was evident, altho* it was 
7 4 not 


— 


— 
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not deſigned he ſhould underſtand it, he there” 
fore only replied, he would thank Lady Frances 

to tell it the way be had heard it, which ſhe 

very obligingly did, and: to her honor be it 

ſpoken (for ſuch a tale) with g few addi- 
tions of her own. 
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T bs Earl was ered: he trembled 
with indignation, and every throbbing pulſe 
bore teſtimony to his feelings, but let my 
reader not believe the horrid ſtory, thus un- 
connected, and unſupported, could find cre- 
dit in his manly breaſt — Ellen intrigue ! "the 
innocent, the chaſte, "the modeſt Ellen! 
for ſo ſhe had always appeared to him, ſhe a 
mereenary intriguer! The whoſe little foibles 


{the effect as he believed of the pernicious 4 
3 EE SI RT = OP, F 5 
examples of a diſſipated age) he had even þ 


imprudently indulged ! and who, when the Fa 
ſignified her want of a greater ſum: then i ies 
was Convenient for- him to advance, Was Id 
cheerfully ſupplied by his aunt,—ſhe accept 
money, or preſents from a profeſſed debau- 
ow impoſlible ! he declared His life and 
fortune 


— _ 4 1 — _ 
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55 out, and puniſhing the baſe inventor of ſo 


ſhould be devoted to the ſearching | 


daring a calumny—He demanded * 
En rances 8 Author,— 

| A induidy room full of morning viſitors at 
E nee 


4 


0, 90 ours Madam ” to Mrs. Morley, | 


She had heard from ſo, many, it was im- f 


poſſible to recollect: now that was a little 


fb; but as Mrs. Cowley ſays, fine ladies don't 
mind fibbing ; ſhe; knew very well, who had 


( 
a 
told her; Captain Durell was indeed a mar- F 
ried man, but as Mr. Morley was a friend- n 


ly creature, who kept a good houſe, and had i a 
often a ſet of jolly fellows about him, and WW .; 
as moreover, | Mrs. Morley had a paſſion WW q, 
for admiration, he found it convenient to be Wl tn 
violently i in love, without the mortification, 'of pe 


8 =! rn * ee 


To boy ls. as in -chty owed, be flew (i 


e em, as ſoon as Lord Charles ſet I he: 


off, © 


LY © —_— — ——gra——_ 2 


i | | 
off, by which means, Mrs. Morley had tbe 


happineſs to be one of the firſt circulators.. 
of the ſtory herſelf, and was actually the per- 
ſon, who carried it to Lady Daub's.— 


The Earl, however, cn he would 1 not 


reſt, till his wife's fame, and his own honor 


was avenged—he called for his hat and was 
going out, tho" he had not exactly iy 
mined where. — 


At the foot. of the ſtairs he met Lady 
Gertrude, juſt getting out of her chair, ſo 
ipparently diſordered, ſhe was obliged to 
reſt on her ſervant ; and occupied, as the Earl 
was, by his own feelings, he could not help 


| offering his arm—ſlow and filent, they 


aſcended ; every tongue in Lady Margaret's 
dreſſing room, being ſet going the inftant 
the Earl left it, were ſtopped at his UNEX-= 
2 return. 


« Oh ” cried Lady Frida ce here is my 
ws we ſhall now know what ſhe 155 | 
T's Re | | 


vor. It, „) 8 She 
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5 ec js the demon of detraction let looſe 


| heard ! *. 


gravity of countenance, replied, ſhe had 


the ſhake of Lady Gertrude's head, almoſt : 


122 
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ee She heard ! anſwered the Far), 


in the world! do Lage "TO the has 


Lady Gre with a deep ſigh, and great 


heard foo much, and then enquired of Dr. 
Macſhean after his patient. 


The Doctor ſhook his head, and Mrs, 
Morley applied to her falts in the mores 
manner imaginab le. 


ED Se « ] have heard 700 much,” the ſigh, 


annihilated the Earl ; without underſtanding 
why, he ſat down, as in expeclation of 
ſomething dreadful, with his eyes fixed on 
his aunt. 


This was entirely a family concern; per- 
haps as no perſon knew the ſecret terms Dr. 


Macſhean was in by the favour of Lady 
Mar el 


Oo 
* 


I 
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Margaret, he might be extulatile for ſtay- 
ing, but what detained Mrs. Morley? 


When domeſtic misfortunes begin to 
be diſcuſed before a third perſon, they be- 


come, from that inſtant—at once judge and 
accuſer ; they gratify their curioſity, at the 


expence of your feelings, and their male- 
volence, at the expence of your paſſions ; you 
cannot withdraw a confidence you have 
unthinkingly repoſed, without making them 


your bitter enemies; they remember the 


extravagance you utter in your agony, but 
forget the incitement,—their pity is a 
triumph over your misfortunes—and their 
conſolation an inſult to your diſtreſs. Mrs. 


Morley fancied ſhe had rendered herſelf of 


importance ſufficient to excuſe her ſtay, 


and ſhe was dying with curioſity, to hear how 
the family conſultation would terminate. 


* 


Lady Gertrude however was more guard- 
ed than her ſiſter had been, ſne made Mrs. 
Morley a formal courtſey, and withdrew, 

8 followed 
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followed by the Earl.--- Mrs. Morley now 
choſe to be very attentive to Lady Frances, 
a ſervant delivered her ſiſter's compliments, 
and requeſted her company; ſtill there was one 
lady leſt, the one ſhe came to condole, but 
ſcarce had ſhe got a word from Lady Mar- 
garet, before a ſecond meſſenger demanded 
ber preſence ;- there was nobody now but 
Dr. Macſhean, who conſidering her as the 
cauſe why he was not admitted to the family 
confidence, was ill. diſpoſed. to entertain, 
or be entertained pg her; he muſt viſit eh 
ns: he ſaid: 


* Oh ! 4 1 me ſet you down, my dear 
Doctor.“ OR 


He gravely told her, his own carriage. 
waited ; ſhe had nothing now for it but to 
order her ſervant, and the Doctor handed: 
her to her coach. 


/ 


Lady Gertrude had by this time entered. 
on her _—_— which —— in the main 
points 
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points with Lady Frances ; the difference 
was only in the pocket book, which, at Lady 
Autumn's was Lord Claverton's; and acciden- 
tally ſeen by Lord Charles, whereas, at Lady 
Daub's it was Lord Charles's, and given by 
Lady Caſtle Howel to Lord Claverton ; but 
all agreed there had been a duel about the 
Counteſs, between two lovers, one of whom 
at leaſt it was preſumed muſt be a favourite. 


te Good God,” faid the Earl, impatiently, 
ce why do I ſuffer my heart, to be wrung in 
this manner, when an angel, on whoſe brow 
ſits truth, and ingenuity, can and will deve- 
lope every tranſaction in which ſhe is con- 
cerned, to the confuſion of her calumnia- 
tors, and to the ſatisfaction of her friends.” 


He ſtarted up, and was eagerly proceeding 
to Ellen's room; Lady Gertrude's prudence 
again ſtopped him, ſhe had revolved all the 
likely confequences of this diſagreeable buſi- 
neſs in her own mind; . of worldly wiſdom 
Lady Gertrude had more than her ſhare ; of 
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worldly affections none, the diſappointment 
of her heart had ſhut up every avenue to 
the ſofter attachments ; reſentment, jealouſy, 
ſighted love, and wounded pride, had all 
ſettled into a calm and moſt inveterate 
hatred ; ſhe had more pride, more ſenſe, 
and more reſolution, than her ſiſter, in con- 
ſequence of which, tho' in trifles they were 
for ever quarrelling, in eſſentials, ſbe always 
carried her point, not by the coincidence 
(for ſhe would diſpute inch by inch) but by 

the weakneſs of Lady Frances. 


: To the hatred then ſhe felt for her per- 
_ fidious lover, life and all its enjoyments had 
| been ſacrificed; and as her ſiſter had equal 

| cauſe of diſpleaſure, bers had been kept alive 
by the tenets, pride enforced, both in the 
precept and example of Lady Gertrude; 
the hope of cutting off the man ſhe hated, 
the family ſhe abhored, from the inheri- 
tance ſhe knew they languiſhed after, — was 
the firſt conſideration on earth to her---allow- 
ing Ellen to be all ſhe had heard, ſtill ſhe 

| | Was 
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marriage, —as far as it concerned her was an- 
ſwered; what then might not be feared from 
the effect this diſcovery, whether true or 
falſe, might have on a form ſo young and 
delicate? all their preſent hopes might be in 
a moment blaſted, and ſhould the wort 
be proved, no future ones could ariſe. 


To theſe reflections and concluſions Ellen 


owed the preſent protection of Lady Ger- 
trude, who became her warm advocate, 


and pledged her own honor, for that of the 


Counteſs. The mind of man is eafily 
perſuaded to credit what it wiſhes, the Eait. 
fondly acceded to all ſhe advanced, and in 
ſpite of the recollections of Lady Frances, 
and the dead cold filence of Lady Margaret, 
triumphed in the innocence of his Counte's, 


Lady Margaret not quite ſo ſanguine 


about the heirſhip of the title and eſtate as 


her aunts,---recalled innumerable inſtances of 


Lord Clavertoa's admiration of Ellen, and 
G 4 (prior 
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(prior to her brother's widowhood) foretold 
he would make her a Viſcounteſs,—ſhe had 
even hinted this to her brother, who far 
from being diſpleaſed, had once congratu- 
lated himſelf on having contributed to the 
. endowments of a young woman, he was ſure 
was born to move in an elevated ſphere ; the 
had often mentioned this to the Doctor, as 
well as her obſervations on his continued 
attention; but however ardent the Doctor's 
admiration of Lady Margaret, he was not 
ſubje& to weakneſs many a wiſer man ſuffers 
for; he was maſter of all the Ladies ſecrets, 
but his own were uncomeatable.— Never- 
. theleſs, on the credit of her own conjectures, 
Lady Margaret was not ſo ſure of Ellen's in- 
nocence, as her brother and aunts ap- 


peared to be. 


As to Lady Frances, the ſpirit of contra- 
diction was raiſed in her, and a bench of 
biſhops could not have inſpired her with 
- an atom of charity; ſhe withdrew from the 


conſultation to her own apartment, and made 
| 8 her 
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her woman confidante of the ſtory; this per- 
ſon, who was a true waiting maid, could add 
another very ſuſpicious circumſtance—which 
was, that Joſeph, Lord Claverton's man, 
viſited the Counteſs's favourite woman every 
day of his life; Lady Frances returned in 
haſte with this intelligence, but all further 
proofs had by this time become unneceſſary. 


Lady Gertrude had exerted all her powers 
of rhetoric to carry her favorite point, which 
was to conceal every circumſtance of the affair 
from the Counteſs, till after her accouche- 
ment ;—to accompliſh 'this, ſhe requeſted 
the Earl would feign urgent buſineſs in the 


north, that they might immediately ſet out 


for her ſeat, where it would be impoſſible 


any of the ſlanders invented againſt her could 


reach. 


Lord Caſtle Howel objected to the laſt 


part of the plan, tho* he very readily acced- 
ed to the other, on the ground, that a ſud- 
den removal from the capital, without an 
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explanation due to his wife's injured honor, 
would confirm, inſtead of contradict the ſlan- 
der; but Lady Gertrude was too deeply in- 
rereſted not to perſiſt ; how, ſhe demanded, 
could Lady Caſtle Howel's repoſe be undiſ- 
turbed, while ſuch a mortifying matter was 
in agitation? and Winifred paſting the door at 
that _ inſtant, to anſwer her Lady's bell, 
they agreed to go to her dreſling room, and 
inform her of the intended, and immediate 
Journey.—She had not yet left her bed 
chamber and the diamond ornaments ſhe 
wore the preceding night lay on the toilet 
in her dreſſing room; Lady Gertrude, from 
a natural impulſe of female reſtleſſneſs, 
ſauntered towards the table, and tho' ſhe 
had ſeen them a thouſand times before, look- 
ed at her bracelet, and admired the like- 
neſs of the Earl, — who alſo approached the 
table; butreader, feel for his ſurpriſe, his 
anguiſh, his diſtreſs, when he ſaw, lying in 
1 jewel caſe, as he was going to depoſit 
the bracelet | in it, a PI. book vith=— 


ce . 


—— 
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cc Lind Viſcount laverton? on the cover; 
trembling he took it in his hands, and on 
opening, found a number of bank notes, 
which he well knew he had not given his wife, 
his agitation increaſed, he felt all the agonies 
which ingratitude and ill requited love can 
inflict on a ſenſible mind. 


The faithleſs conduct of his firſt lady 
had opened on him by degrees; ſhe had 
robbed herſelf of his eſteem, and he was not a 
man fondly to love where he could not eſteem; 
before he ſuſpected the fidelity of the wife, 
he ceaſed to reſpect the woman; but here he 
had treaſured every hope of joy entirely 
confiding in principles, he thought invulne- 
rable, in innocence he had made it the 
buſineſs of his exiſtence to adore, in ſenti- 
ments he fondly believed came ſpontaneous 
from a heart devoid of guile; how could he 
ſupport himſelf under a conviction, of the 
guilty depravity of the woman he doated on? 
his lips turned blue, cold drops of ſweat 
rolled down his forehead, and tears burſt 
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from his eyes, unattended by any of the 
ſoftening, the ſoothing ſenſations which 
generally accompany them, — her voice, gen- 
tle as it always was, rouſed him, he ſtarted 
at the ſound, and ruſhed out of the room, 


the pocket book in his hand. 


Lady Frances became vociferous in praiſe 
of her own diſcernment, and her ſiſter was 
obliged to uſe force, aided by her woman, 
to get her out of the room, before the 

Counteſs entered. | . 


Lady Margaret, uncertain what meaſures 
her brother would adopt, tho' clearly 
convinced of his injuries, made an effort to 
get a way before ſhe entered the dreſſing 
room, but could not. : 


Lady Caftle Howel faid, ſhe © believed ſhe 
had ſlept very late, but her dreams had 
been fo troubleſome ſhe was fatigued in- 
ſtead of refreſhed,” ---Winifred told her the 
Ear] was there, © where was he gone?” 

| Lady 
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Lady Margaret ſat pinching the corner of 

her handkerchief; but ſo engroſſed was Ellen 
by her dreams, and unconſcious of any cauſe 
for her ſilence, — ſhe did not perceive it. 


Lady Gertrude now entered, without one 


particle of compaſſion for her, whom ſhe 


eſteemed to be guilty, and knew to be 
ruined ; but with a ſufficient folicitude about 
her favourite ſcheme, to hide all her real 
feclings, and to affe& thoſe which the exi- 
gence of the moment might render moſt 


politic; ſhe had, in the ſhort time ſhe had 


been abſent perſuaded Lady Frances into the 
neceſſity of being quiet, or giving up all 
hope of an heir. | 


Lady Caſtle Howel, with a ſmile, which 
the harmony and innocence of her ſoul could 
only light up, gave her aunt the ſaluta- 
tion of the morning, and her breakfaſt 
equipage being before her, deſired Winifred 
to let the Earl know ſhe was up. 
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CHAP. v. 


"INIFRED returned, my Lord 
was gone out, the Counteſs was 
ſurpriſed © what without ſeeing me ?”—Lady 
Gertrude took a diſh of tea, © ſome extra- 
-ordinary buſineſs, I ſuppoſe,” continued ſhe, 
* but not to ſpeak to me! this is really 
new, and I feel myſelf affronted,” ſhe had 
a head-ache, and would pay a few viſits, and 
ride in the park, would Lady Gertrude go? 


Lady Gertrude, equally fearful of leaving 
her by herſelf, leſt any body inthe houſe ſhould 
drop any thing, or of her going out, where 
ſhe would be ſure to be affronted, ſaid, 
after ſome pauſe, that ſhe believed the Earl 
was ingroſſed by ſome particular buſineſs, 

which perhaps could not be ſettled without 
a journey into the country, and in 7hat caſe, 
BY 


) 
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as they ſhould be hurried, it would be beſt 
to ſtay at . | | 


The Counteſs acquieſced—ſhe hoped the 
buſineſs was not of a nature to vex the Earl, 
and as to the journey into the country ſhe 
ſhould rejoiceat that;—her harp was brought, 
ſhe played, and ſung ; Lady Gertrude liked 
muſic, and Lady Caſtle Howel's voice was 
harmony itſelf; imperceptibly, and unde- 
ſignedly, ſhe ſoothed even the rugged heart 
of Lady Gertrude, who, while ſhe was warb- 
ling a plaintive ſonnet, could not help feeling 


ſome concern for the fallen ſtate of fo charm- 


Ing a creature. When ſhe ended her ſong, 
as If fate was inſpiring her with a N 


ment of what was to happen, and as if ſhe 


knew how important it would be to her to 
make a friend, ſhe began ſpeaking of her 


fituation, and declared her reſolution to 


ſuckle her own infant,—a ſubject ſo grateful 
to the perſon to whom it was addreſſed, add- 


ed to her cordial temper of mind for the 
moment, her eyes, © unuſed to the melt- 


ws 
4+ 


' 
4 1 2 
{ ; 
= 
* 
3 
1 » 
1 
1 
s . 
'} ? 
5 * 
1 
-& | 
. 
137 
| . 
t 1 
'H 
'3 —.— 
I 3P 
f 7 
K 
[1 
F N 
* 
1 
l '$ 
4 
24 
. Tz 
ns : 
_ 
, 
= 
5 '# 
1 * 
4 
my © : 
4 
* * 
p , 
i 4 
.N } 
þ $ 
t ' 
; 
= . 
. 
IL : 
. 8 
i 3 
| 
L 
n 
: 
i } 
7 5 
1 \ 
: . 
«ab 
i ' 
7 - 
1 
bs o 
4 
4 : 
1 
. ? 
; i 
1 
£ : 
- 
1 
: 
| 
it 
is 3 
3 { 
. 7 
1 1 
i FF 
i . 
: 
= 1 
7 
} 4 
. 


| 
1 
| i 
| 
ii A 
nl 
— 1 
1 


N _—_ — — — — 
— — * — — ern 
hs — — — 
— — — ˙— —˙——— —— ² ˙¹ꝛ f m. n 


100 ELLEN. 


ing mood,” was ſurcharged with a rang, 


Aa tear actually ſtood on her cheek. 


Lady Caſtle Howel ſaw it —and unable 
other ways to account for ſo new an exhi- 
bition, concluded her Lord was ill; the 
fright and agony this fear threw her into 
is not to be conceived; it was in vain Lady 


Gertrude aſſured her he was well, or that | 
| ſhe called Lady Margaret to witneſs it; 
c where was he? why did ſhe not ſee him? 


why would they not fend to him?“ tears, 
hyſterics, and at length faintings ſucceeded. 


As the day paſſed, and no tidings of the 
Earl, the Ladies were themſelves alarmed; 
night came, horrible was the darkneſs and 
ſuſpenſe it brought, no creature in the houſe 


went to reſt; Lady Caſtle Howel's ſenſes 
became diſorded, ſhe was in a burning fever, 


and by day light the next morning, quite 


= delirious —— 


- Meſſengers were -Sfpatched every way 


that could be thought * and Dr. Macſhean 
— greatly 


RIU - 


greatly recommended himſelf to the Ladies, 


by the ſhare he took in their misfortunes. 


On the third day of the Counteſs's illneſs, 


which was every moment expected to occa- 
fon the entire deſtruction of the family hope, 
---two packets were left at the houſe, one 
a blank cover addreſſed to the Counteſs, in 
which was incloſed the pocket book, the 
other to Lady Margaret, with a letter of 
attorney properly executed, and a ſhort 
note to his aunts, requeſting them to pay 
every humane attention to the unhappy 
woman, who bore his name, till after her 
delivery; when if Lady Margaret confidered 


her unworthy future perſonal protection, one 


thouſand pounds a year ſhould be paid to 
her order, provided ſhe reſigned the infant 
to bis relations; ſaid he tag taken a ſtep 
that might appear unaccountable to them, 
with a hope, and it was a unique one, of 
weaning his heart from remembrances that 
diſtracted him; when that was effected, he 


ſhould 80 to Caſtle Howel, he defired his 


filter 
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bad her even to mention his ſe 1 


ed for, in a way that could ſatisfy her, ſhe 
could not doubt his being alive, of this ſhe 


family with their domeſtics proved it, as there 


abroad, on buſineſs of importance to him- 


| ſuch precaution agree with his total neglect 


ſiſter to write occaſionally, but. ſtrictly for. 


_ _ Ellen's good conſtitution, contrary to ex- 
pectation, and almoſt hope, aided her re- 
covery, without the dreaded effect, and ſhe 
was reſtored to ſenſations ſomething leſs 
poignant, tho? painful in the extreme; Lord 
Caſtle Howel's abſence was ſtill unaccount- 


was aſſured from all quarters, and the whole 


was no mourning worn,---but if he was gone 


ſelf, that which was of conſequence to the 
huſband, could not but be intereſting to the 
wife, and even if it were neceſſary to conceal 
it from her, out of kindneſs, how little did 


of her! Not a line, not even a meſſage had 
ſhe received; ſhe wearied herſelf and all about 
her with conjectures: Winifred was ſuffered 
to attend, on condition only of not entering 
ol 
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84 As 


on a ſubject, now become the common topic 
Joſeph was forbid the houſe, and no letters 


for inſpection. 


w with her ſituation, and ſuſpence, it had not 
occured to her ſince her illneſs, that there 
were in the world beings of any importance 
but her Lord; ſhe, who in the midſt of gaiety 
and diſſipation wrote once a week to Code 
Gwyn, had now been near a month without 
recolleting there was ſuch a place in exiſt» 
ence, 


Ill news flies ſwifter than a. carrier Pigeon, 


of Caſtle Howel, and from thence to Code 
wyn were ſhocking. 


Lady Meredith, who knew the heart ſhe 
had formed, treated them at firſt with con- 
empt; but when poſt day came, and the 

"man 


of converſation, even among the ſervants : 


taken in but what were carried to the ladies 


80 entirely was Lady Caſtle Howel 1 


the rumours ſpread in the neighbourhood 


— 
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"next, and the next, without a line from In 


. Ellen; when the orders at the Caſtle proved I h. 


the Earl's abſence; when ſhe heard from the ti 
houſekeeper, that Lady Margaret's commands Ii fo 
were poſitive from herſelf, without the form m 
aſſumed ſince the Earl's marriage, © as your 

Lady deſires,” &c. &c. diſmay ſeized the 
whole family, and days now paſſed without I be 
admitting the light of the ſun into the beſt al 


apartments. | 
ble 


i Young Evelyn had taken on him the 
Clerical habit, and accepted a cure in 2 
diſtant part of England: Mr. Meredith thus 
deprived of his beloved companion reſided 
wholly at Code Gwyn, and attended the 
aw of his church from thence. 


The honor of his fetmily, impeached in 
the character of that branch of it, ſo dear, 
and fo diſtinguiſhed, tinged his cheek with « 
ame; and the mifery, which is the ſure I Cat 

conſequence of a breach of the moral duties 
bol ſociety, and which, if guilty, muſt be the 
| ; © 


: 


lot of the «Rh Ellen, filled his e 
thizing heart wiſh anguiſh; hours did the 


had ſuffered ſo amiable, ſo dutiful, ſo affec- 
nonate a creature to ſacrifice herſelf for them; 


ates | gras 


marriage had loſt their brilliancy. 


Oh!“ ſaid the old Baronet, ce how happy 
had I been now in your little parſonage, with 
all my children abour me, before diſhonor 


had blaſted my name, with my age's comfort 


blooming as a cherub i In my boſom.” 


« We had but a little while to live,” join- 
ed Lady Meredith, bathed in tears, © that 
| little might have been paſſed in peace; we 
have not more n to leave our children, 


than we ſhould have had! en and Ellen, 


dear unhappy Ellen! Oh, my child! my child, 
comfort was in her looks, alas ſhe may 
nw, want comfort herſelf. —— 


8 


2 


Catherina, © who never breathed a ſentiment 
that 


miſcrable family paſs, in regrets that they 


% 
8 ” OE 22 


for not, all the ſplendid. allurements of her 


« dhe who was the ſoul of innocence” faid 
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that would diſgrace the brighteſt heroine of 
5 8 | 


Miſs mary wept.— 


Agnes declared the houſe had been a de. 
ſert, ſince Ellen was made a Counteſs. 


e Not even in her infancy,” continued 
Lady Meredith, was ſhe ſubject to the 
faults common in other children, I never 
knew her tell a wilful untruth, or be gyilty * 
an act of diſobedience.” 


E Diſobedience ! my love,” faid Sir. 
Arthur it was the pleaſure of her life, to 
render ours happy, obedience was nature 
in her, Oh . I never had parted with 

her.” So ERTIES | 


E What may 55 kin Stains friendlef 
= _ + 1+ open — 


* « But why is ſhe wnproteted? 2 Kid Mr. 
Meredith, 


we) 


ww Oo 2 


ELLEN. „ 
Meredith with ſpirit ; © if ſhe is innocent 


— 


«] 1 venture my foul on her inno- 


cence,” replied Catherine, riſing, « and 2 i 


Were A man,” — 


« J will be that man,” eagerly interrupt- 
ed Mr. Meredith, «I condemn myſelf for 
waſting ſo much time in unavailing ſorrow 
and conjecture, even if ſhe is guilty,” — 


ce Oh! my dear ſon,” cried Lady Meredith. V 


in an agony of grief, do not even ſuppoſe. 
it; Ellen, my gentle, kind, affectionate Ellen! 
the orphan child of my Arthur, his kving 


e ! Oh, no, it cannot, cannot be. 


Yet the depravity lid age of which we are 
happily ignorant, the luxury, the diſſipation, 
all faſcinating, all potent to ſo young a mind, 
—then the integrity, the honor of the Earl. 
Mr. Meredith ſighed as he made theſe ob- 


ſervations. 
ce If 


mim 


If you wiſh me to live, to exiſt,“ an- 
ſwered Lady Meredith, © think of Ellen as I 
do; could a few. ſhort months do away a life 
of innocent rectitude? could the mild, the 
benevolent principles of chriſtianity, taught 
by you, with ſuch care and attention ? 
could the honorable leſſons ſhe has imbib- 

ed from the lips of her grandfather ? could 

the example, the precepts of all our inoffen- 

| five lives; could not all theſe ſupport her 

in the practice of virtue, even though op- 
poſed by a torrent of vice? Mr. Meredith 
had no wiſh to oppoſe theſe ſanguine hopes 
of his mother, his prayer was, they might 
be realized; he propoſed ſetting off to 

TDondon, to ſee, and know her real ſitua- 

tion, as ſoon as a ſubſtitute for his church 
duty could be found; and he arriyed juſt as 

Ellen was recovered ſufficiently to think of 


airing in i the park; 


Y Hall,” Besen to go out was violently 
oppoſed by the Ladies of the family. 


5 ms Ellen 
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Ellen was aſtoniſhed ; what, © not to air 
not to call on her particular friend ! but a- 
propos of friends, bring the porters liſt, - 
aſtoniſhed, as ſhe had been, two minutes 
before, it now increaſed, not a ſingle name 
had been left; © what does all this mean 7 
aſked ſhe with great anxiety ;—© has not 
Mrs. Morley been here, nor Caroline Holt 
nor the Wilmers ? nor ”- 


«Nobody, fo that you ſee, Ma- am,” ſaid 
Lady e drily, > yew have no viſits | 
to return.“ 


There was ſomething in Lady Margaret's 
mm which ſpoke more than her words.— 


Well,“ anſwered Ellen, ſpiritedly, “ as I 
ſee there is a myſtery I am not to develop, 
and as you ſay, Ma'am, I have no viſits to 
return, I will at leaſt breathe the freſh air, 
and ſhe rang for her carriage, when in 
bounced Winifred, regardleſs of the haughty 
and imperious conſtraint, inſiſted on by the 
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ding to his — call for water, crying, 
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maiden Ladies, who, ſince the Earl's depar- 
ture, had governed her with a rod of iron. 


ee As Cot ſhall be coot unto me, my Lady, 
he is come, he is come, to ſafe and defend 
us from the hands of the Philliſtines; Oh 
Lort,” ſhe cried, throwing herſelf at her Lady's 
feet in a fit of devotion, pleſt and praiſt 
be thy name, for efer and efer, “ my 
pagers are heart, he is come, he is come.” 


« Where, where ?” cried Ellen, Aumisg to 
the door, in expectation of her Lord.— 


The Ladies were — at | Winifred's 
rebellion, © who is come? who? were you 
not commandednot to mention any thing that 
happened out of your Lady's — _ 


* Oh the Tor of heaven forbit, I ſhould 

not tell my poor Lady, ſhe will be deliver- 
et out of the paws of Satan ;” at this mo- 
ment they ſaw Ellen fainting in the arms of 
her uncle, and Winifred, inſtead of atten- 


and 
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and Shy round his knees ;=the Counteſs 
had not doubted, but the ſtep ſhe heard, 
rapidly advancing up the ſtairs was her 
Lord's, her heart palpitated with joy, and 
unable to proceed further then her dreſſing 
room door, ſhe waited with expanded arms, 
and expecting heart, to receive him; at 
ſight of her uncle, ſhe was ſeized with a 
mixture of joy and diſappointment, ſhe trem- 
bled, and turned away, but in a moment 
recovered to a ſenſe of duty and affection, 
and throwing herfelf in his arms, was aſking 
after her venerable parents, when per- 
ceiving he alſo had an aſhy cheek, that his 
eyes were ſuffuſed with tears, it directly 
ſtruck her that one or other of the beings 
ſhe moſt loved and revered were no more, 
the idea ſunk in her heart, and ſhe dropped 
lifeleſs on her uncle 8 boſom. 


The old Ladies were as uſual in terror, 
they blamed Mr. Meredith, ſcolded Wini- 
fred, and were as buſy about Ellen, as 
the reſpctive poſtures of himſelf and her, 
2 3 with 


with Winifred 8 * claſ ping his 
arms round both, would permit; Ellen was 
conveyed to a ſofa, and before her recovery, 
Mr. Meredith underſtood it was the Ladies 
wiſh he ſhould ſpeak to her only on the 
welfare of the Code Gwyn family, till he 
received further Inſtructions from * 


The eee, e and 3 5 5 
late ſevere indiſpoſition had left on our he- 
roine, was increaſed by the event of this 
morning; life could with difficulty be kept 
in her, while Mr. Meredith was anſwering 
her fond and anxious inquires after his 
father and mother ; one by one ſhe made him 
inform her of the welfare of his ſiſters, and 
then finding herſelf much exhauſted, was 
perſuaded to lay on her bed and Winifred, 
ſpite of her tears, entreaties, and promiſe 
to 77 _ S, commanded to retire, 


00 FEM antes with Mc and 
Mr. Meredith withdrew to hear the hiſtory 


of his niece's diſhonor, from two women de- 
3 | «41 7 void 
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void of candour, and deaf to the ſmall Mild 
voice of female charity. 


_ The diſſipation, extravagance, and thought- | 


leſs turn of the young Counteſs were ex- 
aggerated ; the tenderneſs, indulgence, and an 
unlimited confidenceof her huſband, adduced 


in aggravation of all her faults; with the 
hiſtory of the gaming incident, andthe money 
given her by Lady Gertrude, for the expreſs 


purpoſe of paying debts, ſtill owing ; then 
came the finale of the duel, with all its cri- 
minal, and corroborating train of circum- 
ſtances. 


A thunder bolt could not have more 


ſtunned the ſimple welch parſon ; ſuch a 
ſeries of | iniquitous imprudence, to be prac- 


tiſed by ſach a novice, was carrying human 


depravity beyond what he had conceived to 


be in nature; again, and again, he aſked, 


and again, and again, was indulged with 
the heart wounding recital.—-Dr. Macſhean 


was announced, he confirmed every title of 


the ſtory, 3 as far as facts went, but though 
5 "3 LE: 
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Lady Margaret had, in a language he per- 


| feftly underſtood, convinced him, there were 


unanſwerable reaſons, why the Earl ſhould 
remain in his preſent” opinion of his Lady,— 


he had not the heart to confirm any part of 


the inferences reſpecting Lord Claverton, 


who ſtill languiſhed, with very faint hopes of 


recovery, ignorant of the conſequences of 
his univerſal gallantry, he had once expreſſ- 
ed his hope that the duel would not injure 
the honor, or peace, of the Counteſs, and had 
inquired about her with much ſolicitude ; but 

the Doctor forbore to hint at her ſituation, from 
apprehenſion of the ill effects it might have 


on him: That his Lordſhip was a paſſionate 


lover, was a ſecret he had long been maſter 
of, bur that he was (as infered by the world) 
a ſucceſsful one, was by no means clear to 
him; but tho' he did not confirm, neither 
did he dem, the facts laid down by the 


Ladies, and Mr. Meredith left the houſe, 


with a heart too full for utterance, tho' 


preſſed to dine and make his home in Groſ- 


venor Street. 
Unmind- 
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Unmindful where he was going, he walk- 


ed at a great pace, revolving on the black 
tale he had heard, at length, tired of his 
thoughts, his walk, and the world, he en- - 


tered a Coffee-houſe near Charing-croſs, and 
called for tea. 


The hour was now five; a paper lay before 
him, the firſt paragraph he read was, 


« A certain beautiful Cambrian Counteſs, 
« 1s recovered from her indiſpoſition, with- 
ce out any very fatal conſequences ; a divorce 


ce will immediately take place, when the 


« frail fair, is expected to abandon her chere 


c amie, Lord Cn, and march under the 


« banner of a noble ſoldier.” — 


Captain Durell happened to fit in the 
next ſeat, and read the ſame paragraph in 
another paper, with great volubility, to an 
elderly gentleman; no man in fact could be 


ſo well qualified for a public reading of the 


1 ſaid 
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ſaid paragraph, as he was the fabricator of it 
himſelf, e | | 


ec Do you ak Lord Charles vin marry 
Hoy. * ſaid the. elderly 5 


ce Marry,“ replied the Cab cc for a little 
while, perhaps; no, no, my friend, Lord 
Charles is not to beſo taken in I have a letter 
from him in my pocket, which explains his 
b aper n on. that head,” 


: " Meredith's welch bload was boiling, he 
could no longer contain himſelf; © give me 
that letter, ſir,” and his eyes flaſhed fire, 


« Sir !” exclaimed the Captain,— 


* 
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e aſk your pardon, fir, but it is of im- 
portance for me to ſee the letter, you ſay you 
have from Lord Charles Daſh, relative to” 
here fortunately his emotion was too 
ſtrong for ſpeech, he attempted to finiſh, 


i but the effort died on his parched tongue, 
1 eee 3h The 


— 

— - 

N IN a © > 2 
ry 


E L L EN. am 


The Captain eyed him from top to toe, 
turned on his heel, whiſtled an italian air, 
and left the coffee-room,— | 


Meredith aroſe to follow ly but the 
tremor of his foul ſhook every limb, and he 
reſumed his ſeat almoſt breathleſs. _ 


The gentleman who had been _ o 


the Captain, now with great apparent good 
humour addreſſed him. 


| « The Captain is very profuſe in his 
communications; Lord Charles has an ex- 
cellent confidante.— M eredith groaned. , 


Vou know the Lady e -==A deep- 
er 9 


« She is very 1 but her ar 
with Claverton was known before that old 
fool, Caſtle Howel married her---he is ruin- 
ed, they ſay,” a third groan. | 


Her extravagance was without bounds, I 

have known her loſe thouſands at a ſitting. 

Have you any letters for me waiter ?”. 
Wo | be None, 


n 5 


— — EI —— — 2 — — > 6. 
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None, fir,” very hard that;” turning 
00 Mr. Meredith, he continued, * Theſe 
fine women give a man a damned deal of 
trouble, but if one gets them at laſt, the 
trouble you know, fir (winkiog) f 18 amply. re- 
paid.” en 


U Meredith, for the firſt time, felt a ſovereign 
contempt for the folly of the ſex, who could 
facrifice to the vice or vanity of fo deſpica- 
ble-a being, he aroſe. and was leaving the 
houſe, when he heard the veteran fay to 


3 gentleman, 


- « Poor fellow, FO relation of 1 
Caſtle Howel's I am ſure, ſhe is like him; 
Gevilith fine crearure, do you _ her? 


The perſon - anſwered * he had not the 
honor. e en 7 


* Dimerd extravagant, ſhould have had 
her myſclfelſe.” = 


Meredith's 


C111 1.55 
Meredith's firſt impulſe was to return and 
_ chaſtiſe the folly, as well as wickedneſs, of 
the hoary braggard, but a moment's reflec-. 
tion, and a recollection of his ſacred funcs 
tion, ſoothed him into the patient bearing 
of an evil, for which, in its preſent ſtate, he 
ſaw no remedy. - £ 


Blaſted in her character, abandoned by her 
huſband, what hope of happineſs or peace 
to her, in a world where ſhe was deſpiſed ? 
What hope of ſalvation to the ſoul, where 
once every virtue lived, but from a ſechuſion 
from the vanities that had undone her. 


He came to London intent on vindica- 
ting her innocence, of clearing her fame, 
but the facts were too glaring to doubt or 
diſprove, © Unhappy girl!” he exclaimed, 
as he touched the knocker of Lord Caſtle 
Howel's door, « how ſhall I ee thy 
ſhame to the hearts of my parents, ? ory 
there it muſt be buried. 
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He was admitted to the eating room, 


the family were at dinner, he was invited 


to join them, but his heart was too full to 
think of eating, he declined the invitation, 
and retired to an adjoining room, 


Winifred, who had not ceaſed watching 
the door, from the time he went out, now 


came in on tiptoe, her eyes ſwollen, and in 


evident fear of interruption. 


: «Cot pleſs our dear reverent, ſobbed ſhe, 
bathing his hand with tears, © for the lofe of 


Cot take us with you to Code Gwyn, let us 


co from the tribe of faro, Oh! my tear 


| | e — 


15 0 Ay, Winifred, your. Lads and you have 
made a fad hand of it, —you have acted 
: very unwiſely. 8 


ce Ves, indeed, Cot help us, we ws 


1 brought our pigs to a fine market; there's 
Mr. Joſeph's Poor Lort is dying, Oh!“ 


(weeping) © if my Lady knew it the 
_—_ preak her heart,” | 
211 FI | 10 "a 


ri 1057 
e Indeed! 


« Yes, inteet, and here's our Lord gone 
away Cot knows where, and there's the two 
crols ould tivels,—and Lady Margaret, and 
Dr. Macſhean, ſuch .a crew—and to be ſure 
I muſt not ſay my ſoul's my own ; no more 
it is, inteet, nor pody neither, Cot help us, 
and ſend us back to Code Gwyn; Cot he 
knows I had rather knit and ſpin all day, than 
live here inthis cumbuſtion, and asto my Lady 
*tis no kindneſs to her, that keeps her here. 
Lady Margaret ſays, and Cot knows ſhe is as 
pad as the beſt, ſo ſhe need not give her prib- 
bles and prabbles ; ſhe had better mind how the 
Doctor gets in and out of her chamber, but 
Cot help us ſarvants, we oſt hear and ſee, 
and ſay nothing.” — 


« But what does Lady Margaret ſay * 


44 Cot rot her, a naſty painted old belzibub, 
ſhe ſays as my Lady ſnall put off her 
SO and troop to her old hole at 

Code 
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' Code Gee: becauſe, as why, tis the fitteſt 
place, as ſoon as ſhe has brought to bed, 

if the child (pray Cor bleſs the baby) is a girl, 

and take her brat with her, and if (by crace 
of Cot) the dear baby, is a Lord; why then 
the old ones are to carry him away, and fo 
part mother and child,” — 


« Abd did you hear N Margaret lay 
all this?“ 


* That I did, and I'll take my mn, 
nd anch — 


The dinner party being now broke up, 
Winifred made her eſcape, praying that 
the reverend would take her, and her Lady, 


c back to Code _ * leave lords and 


ladies to go to the tivel. 


| Mr. Meredith's family honor, his pride, 
his affections, were equally wounded in 
this communication of Winifred's ; a mo- 
ment ſince he reſolved to carry her back, 
| diſgraced 


diſgraced as ſhe was, to her natural home, 
but in her preſent intereſting ſituation, and of 
which till now he was ignorant, how could 
he do that ? how anſwer to the dignity of 
Caſtle Howel, to the honor of the Mere- 
dith's, for an obſcure birth, of the legal 
repreſentative of a noble, and ancient family? 
an obſcurity that might lay the foundation 
of future - doubts, and rob the innocent of 
its right, —for whatever were the depravi- 
ties, of which the Counteſs was accuſed, the 
ſtate of her pregnancy admitted no doubt 
of the legitimacy of her offspring, and he 
knew the family were too much intereſted 
in the event, to neglect any thing for its 
welfare and preſervation; in hat welfare 


and that preſervation, Ellen's health and 


peace was now the primary object; there was 
therefore no room for the interference or 
protection of her friends, no immediate 
reaſon to fear, however attached ſhe might 
be to her errors, ſhe would in her preſent 
firuation, relapſe into them, or that, if ſhe 
was fo culpably diſpoſed, The could effect it 


under 


| 
j 


* 
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| under the guard of the Ladies, whoſe appa- 


rent kindneſs was alſo ſecured by the 
intereſt they muſt take in her well do- 
ing all theſe reaſons co-operating with the 
ſeveral circumſtances that had occured in 


the courſe of the day, and which leaving 
impreſſions on his mind, that confirmed the 


hiſtory of Ellen's ill conduct, certainly 
blunted the fine edge of thoſe tender feel- 


ings for her, that had brought him to town, 


he coincided with the wiſhes of Lady Ger- 


trude and Lady Frances, that he would 
leave the Counteſs and her affairs exactly 
in the ſituation in which he found them, 


till after her accouchment, when they pro- 
miſed, ſhould no change of ſentiment in the 


Earl prevent it, ſhe ſhould be delivered to the 


protection of her own family, with the hand- 


ſome allowance aſſigned by him; ;---this agree 
ment was witneſſed by Dr. Macſhean, and 
guarranteed by Lady Margaret, and as no- 
thing further could now be done in the affair, 
as Mr. Meredith knew how anxious his 
father and mother were to hear from him, 

| and 


and as he felt it impoſſible to write, in terms 
that would not impeach his veracity, with- 
out riſking his mother's life, he reſolved, 
to the great ſatisfaction of the Ladies, to re- 
turn to Code Gwyn, with the ſame expedi- 
tion he had left it. Some ſhrewd people 
will liken the journey of Mr. Meredith to 
the old diſtich of“ The king of France, 
« with twenty thouſand men, went up the hill 


« and ſo came back again,” —for ſay they, 


what has he done? has he made a fingle in- 
quiry on behalf of his niece ? has he made 
the ſmalleſt attempt to clear her fame, to 
vindicate her innocence ?—No, Mr. Mere- 
dith was a plain, ſenſible and a learned man; he 


was moreover a chriſtian, in whom there 


was no guile ; he ſerved God, and he loved 
his fellow creatures; there was, in his opinion, 
no exigence in the human ſyſtem that could 
excuſe a falſchood, no Motive that could 
Juſtify one; he was the laſt to ſuſpect, and 
the firſt to forgive an injury, no ſcheme of 
preſent advantage, or future ambition, occu- 
pied his mind, he took no pains to fearch 


out 


ELLEN, 161 


246 
4,4 


out the **. of the heart, it was al- 
ways. enough for him to recognize its virtues, 
whether feigned or real; finding in himſelf 
no diſpoſition for detraction, he ſuſpected it 
not in others; when any flagrant act was 


pointed out to him, his indignation was 


warm, he reproved, he puniſhed, but at 
the firſt dawn of repentance he forgot; had 
he lived in the great world, his credulity 
would have been a fine field of amuſement 
to the witty, and a prey to the deſigning,— . 
at Code Gwyn it was neither, his example 


was ſo reſpectfully followed, his precepts ſo 


truly. attended to, and his ſimplicity of heart 
ſo. beloved, that an impoſition on him would 


have expoſed the perpetrator to general re- 


ſentment; how then could a man ſo void 


| of guile himſelf, doubt a relation fo attached 
to probability, ſo. confirmed . by circum- 


ſtances, and ſo ſolemnly witnefied by people 
of (as far as he knew or believed) as great 
veracity as himſelf ? and certainly the ladies 


had no intereſt in defaming the Counteſs, 


nor as, excepting a feu embelliſhments, 
| did 
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did they doi it, for they implicitly believed 
her guilty. 


The converſation at the Coffee-houſe was 
purely accidental, a Captain in the army! the 
confidential friend of a Lord ! could he be 
ſuſpected of falſehood? and the old gentle- 
man, tis true, his folly was the moſt con- 
ſpicuous thing about him, but he had no ap- 
parent end to anſwer in reviling the Coun- 
teſs, at leaſt none our welch parſon could 

diſcover. The duel was a fact, Lord Cla- 
verton not expected to ſurvive, Lord Charles 
fled, and the Earl had repudiated his wife; he 
had ſeen the fatal pocket book, which ſtill 
lay in the jewel caſe on the toilet, open for 
any inſpection, and having no cauſe to doubt 
gave up even the hope, to find her worthy 
the protection he neverthelel: reſoived to give 
her, | 


Meanwhile Winifred deſperate in reſent- 
ment of the injuries offered her, and intend- 
ed to be offered her miſtreſs, and courageous 

in 


E be reaſoned with humanity.— 


in the certainty PE had one friend n now in the 
| houſe, clamorouſſy inſiſted on being ſuffered 
to attend her, complaint of her behaviour 


was brought to the Ladies in the W : 


4 eee F 


Some events at Code Gwyn, in 8 de 


had been ſuſpected, recurred to his mind, 


and a tranſient ſuſpicion of her 1 integrity, ſhot 


acroſs the boſom of candour, it was how 
ever but tranſient. | 3 


FT his creature 1 dion poor poor Ellen ? 
is it come to this? muſt ſhe then be de- 


prived of the fight of the eniy one who does; 


while he thought he pleaded for Winifred, 


the comfort, and conſolation of Ellen, was 
only in his mind, he entreated ſne might be 
| ere! to attend ODA Gen | 


2 


'T boy Ladies had fog: objeAions; ſo 


argued with pation. 


Mr. Meredith would not give up the 


' They 
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They adduced the danger of her impru- 
dence, and likelihood ſhe would, by betray- 
ing the diſcovery, defeat all their hopes; he 
hinted the natural terrors incident to her 
ſituation, the ſatisfaction it muſt be to ſee 
herſelf attended by 'the companion of her 
infancy, one of whoſe fidelity ſhe was aſfured. 


F idelity ! they were ſurpriſed at the ex- 
preſſion, from a man of his cloth, what could 
fidelity infer from a ſervant, to a woman 
in N Caſtle Howel ſituation. | 

He 1 nd begged to chang it 
for affeQjon. | 


. were e gloomy and d diffasfied, 
But tho' the very ens of — in 
his general conduct, there were points, on 
which Mr. Meredith was immoveable; he felt 
there was a degree of tyranny, in depriving 
Ellen of her choſen ſervant, and ſubſtituting 


another i in her room, not warranted by the 
Th Earl's 


—_— 
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Earl's orders, and therefore not juſtifiable in 
them; and as to think, and ſpeak, was to 


him one and the ſame thing; he with equal 


reſpect and reſolution, remonſtrated againſt 


ſo indefenſible a meaſure; the reſult was, 


Winifred was ordered in, and reſtored to ler 
place on condition of ſecrecy. 


_* © What” cried ſhe * is the reverent then 
going without us, are we not to iN home 
with you to.tear Code "PIP x 


« She might go,” Lady Margaret fad. 


* 


Poor Win s tears were alrays near, * 
began to cry and kneel, but Mr. Meredith 


inſiſted on her leaving the room. 8 


— If indeed the wiſhed to leave her Lady.” 


Win a ſhook _— head 0 ebe, aloud. 
i 12 There v was no no objection.” 


cc « Ay, ay, 1 ſee how it is, ſatan has ſet his 
daten foot on my poor Lady, and her own 


A 


1 TT - 


feth and blood i is turned againſt her, but as 
for poor Winny Griffiths, ſhe will bag her 
pread from door to door, and carry the 
tear little paby on her pack, before ſhe will 
leave her, and as to you, Mr. reverent, you 
may be aſhamed, with a parcel of ould cats 


£0. — 


ce Old cats,“ repeated Lady Gertrude, riſing 
with — and reſentment. 


« Cats!” ſaid Lady Frances, her eyes 
flaſhing fire. _” 


« This creature ſhould be turned out of 
the houſe,” ſaid Fu Margaret to Dr. Mac- 
ſhean, | 


8 > 


cc Petter n not Madam,“ 9 the en- 
raged Winifred, « I ſhall fay a thing or two 
| whenever . I am, ſome folks won't like, ſo 
you'd petter let me alone, I care for nobody | 
in the houſe, bur my miſtreſs; and if it was 
paved with cowld I would not ſtay a day after | 
ES, "oo 
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her, Cot knows I lofe her too well to tell 
her any thing to vex her, and a petter and 
more firtuous Lady never ved. i 


| The Ladies ſmiled 3 


ee No, nor died neither for all your pad 
looks, and with the crace of Cot it will 
come out, and then our reverent will be 
aſhamed to leave us in the jaws of deſtruc- 
tion,” ſo ready to burſt with — exit 
— 85 utre 0 


ST he Ladies agreed, nothing could make 
Lady Caſtle Howel, partial to ſo i 3 a 
Creature, but . in ber Nr. 


: Mr. Meredith madelity adverted to the 
infant attachment ſhe muſt have formed, to 
a git] who had always attended her. 


Neither of the three Ladies had * 7 idea 
of infant attachments, 5 


” 
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Winifred returned with a meſſage, her 

Lady was up and requeſted her uncle would 

take his tea in her dreſſing room. — After re- 

peated charges to beware of what he ſaid, 
he followed Winifred. a 


Ellen fondly embraced him, and again en- 
quired with anxious tenderneſs after every 
part of the family. 


Spite of the cenſure and indignation of 
his upright heart, he could not ſee her in 
her preſent ſituation, young, beautiful, far 
advanced in a ſtate the moſt endearing, as 
well as intereſting to a huſband, who had 
abandoned her, loſt to peace, to fame, and 
to honor, yet unconſcious of the precipice 
on which ſhe ſtood, without being extremely 
moved ; he turned his face away, but tears 
would flow, hers accompanied him, and a 
filence enſued broken, only by the audible 
ſobs of Winifred, who not having been bid 
to withdraw, ſtood behind her Lady's chair. 
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Lady Caſtle Howel recovered her ſereni- 
ty before Mr. Meredith reſumed the part 
he was enjoined to act, and with great ten- 
derneſs ſaid, ſhe had been extremely affec- 
ted by his agitation when firſt ſhe ſaw him, 
ſuppoſing it occaſioned by ſome melancholy 
event at Code Gwyn ; but relying on his 
aſſurances, that all were wel: there, ſhe could 
now account in a different manner for the 
diſtreſs that ſeemed to overpower Him, you 
weep my dear uncle, and it is for me, my 
ſituation, left by my Lord at a time when” 
—ſhe heſitated, a criſtal drop trembled 
thro” the filken laihes of her eyes, ignorant 
of his fate, ſhut out of his confidence, an 
alien from his heart, a conſtraint on all my 
actions, is no doubt affecting to my friends; 
my Lord they /ay is well, he is under no 
dreadful misfortune—he has his intelle&ts—1s 
at liberty, can write to thoſe who ſhare his con- 
fidence,—and theſe alſo are permitted to addreſs 
him; what I ſuffered from my fears for his ſafety, 
the righteous God, whom you my dear uncle 
taught me to {ear, can only witneſs. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Meredith ſhuddered, he looked at 
her with abhorrence; what, thought he, has 
ſhe then acquired confidence to appeal to her 
God, with a load of unrepented iniquities on 


her mind! he met her eye, his own, armed 


with the calm ſeverity of an accuſing angel, 
he intended ſhould Aaſh conviction into hen 


guilty ſoul; but her ſteady, undiſmay'd, 


yet ſorrowful glance, ſpoke no guilt, no con- 
viction; on the contrary ſhe conſtrued the 


ſevere expreſſion of his naturally ſerene eye, 


into reſentment for her trea:ment. 


te J knew you would feel for your Ellen, 
but who, or whatever has been the 
cauſe of my. ſorrows, I forgive them; it 
has awakened me from a lethargy, in which 


all the bleſſings heaven ſo liberally beſtowed 


on me were loſt; I had almoſt ceaſed to re- 
gret our happy parties at Code Gwyn, and 
JI thought—no_ I did not zhink, till (deeply 
fghing) it was too late; my conduct cer- 
tainly eſtranged me from the warm heart of 


my dear Lord, yet had he but compaſſion- 
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ated the youth, the caprice, the weakneſs of 
her, he honored with his name; had he 
waited but a little. ſhe pauſed, while 
Mr. Meredith, all attention, fat in expecta- 
tion of a full confeſſion of her guilt, ſne con- 
tinued, but theſe are vain regrets, and it is 
my only conſolation that my heart is cleared 
from the guilt of intentionally offending 
him, that my gratitude, and affection is yet 
inviolable, and that however faulty I have 
been, the puniſhment he has inflicted is unjuſt 
and exceſſive; ſhe ſtopped, waiting but waiting 
invain for Mr. Meredith's anſwer, he was loſt 
in the perplexity of her ſpeech, to him it 
appeared myſterious, and equivocal ! con- 
feſſion, and juſtification! in the ſame moment, 
and in the latter part falſe in every particu- 
lar ; if guilty, how could her gratitude and 
affection be inviolate? or how could ſhe 
impeach the juſtice of a puniſhment ſo mild, 
for actions ſo attrocious ?— 


Finding he did not anſwer, ſhe again recur- 
ed to the family at Code Gwyn, regretted 
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ſhe had ever left it, and anxiouſly aſked i - - 
he thought ſhe ſhould be allowed to reviſit 
it. ö N 


He believed it was not intended to reſtrain 
her, after a certain event, from going where 
ſhe pleaſed. 


« After | is my Lord then for ever gone? 
will he not return to ſuſtain and comfort 
me? what never! am I never to be forgiven? 


c There are offences, Ellen, which it is 
not in the power of an honeſt man to forget, 
tho' chriſtian charity may induce him to for- 
give.“ | * E 

« You make me tremble, fir, are mine of 
that black deſcription ? what have I done ? 
for God's fake tell me | uncle, - my heart, — 


ce Yes, Ellen, your heart will inform you.” 


She ſtarted. 1 
13 | Mr. 
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Mr. Meredith aroſe, he adviſed her to be 
compoſed ; ſaid the buſineſs being finiſned 
which brought him to town, he muſt imme- 

diately return, and embracing her, bid her 
farewell before ſhe could recover from her 


} _ conſternation. 
= CHAP. VI. 


TIT 7 INIFRED's ſorrows however would 
have vent, ſhe wrung her hands, and 
wept aloud, © the reverent was gone; they 
had no friend to ſtand py them, they were 
poor miſerable wretches, and Cot know'd 
whether their lives were in ſafety.” 


Ellen ſtood the picture of deſpair, ſhe re- 
peated © your heart will inform you.” She 
5 
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traverſed her apartment, Winifred ſtill 
lamenting their hard fate, to be left behind 
the 3 


7 My heart,” ſaid Ellen, looking deadly 
at Winifred, and burſting into tears. 


Winifred threw herſelf a her knees, © for 
the Lort almighty's ſake, my tear laty, let 
us co home, what matter the reverent, we 
ſhall be as welcome at Code Gwyn as him, 
and there we can tell our own ſtory, and. 
prove all the lies that has Ro hatcht. 


te And pray my y good Winifred, 5 Gd Ellen. 
extending her hand, with that cordialiry 
which 1s . ths to flow from a ſorrowful heart, 
when 1t meets ſympathy, © pray what has 
been ſaid ? what lies have been told?“ 


Winifred kiſſed the white hand thus ex- 
tended, and forgetting all the old ladies pre- 
cautions, her own promiſes, and the conſe- 
- quences of the diſcovery ; ſtole to the door, 

„ | locked 
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locked it, and beginning from the fatal night 
at Mrs. Stewart's rout, repeated the ſtory in 
as many different ways, as ſhe heard it; 
with however the ſame concluſions, that Lady 
Caſtle Howel intrigued with Lord Claver- 
ton, that Lord Charles Daſh was in love 
with her, and had challenged him; that 
Lord Caſtle Howel had diſcovered the 
intrigue by a book with papers in it he 
had found, that he was gone abroad, but 
that he was to be divorced as ſoon as her 
lying in was over; to theſe ſucceededa long 
liſt of things that were to come to pals, col- 
lected from what the ſervants dropped, and 
what Win, by dint ofinduſtry, could overhear, 
with here and there a conjecture of her own 
converted into facts. 


To conceive Lady Caſtle Howel's agita-. 
. tion the reader muſt be as innocent and as 
injured as herſelf. | 


Her heart had ſeverely reproached her, 


for the folly and imprudence of running in 
Bs * 4 Lord 
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Lord Charles's debt, becauſe it had expoſed 
her to the inſult of his degrading paſſion, 
ſhe had alſo been ſeverly mortified at a retro- 
ſpe& of the laſt card aſſembly, where ſhe 
had not only ſquandered the money given 
expreſsly by Lady Gertrude to pay play debts, 
but had contracted new ones; but as to the 
tranſaction between Lord Claverton, and her, 
it had never recurred to her thoughts as cr1- 
minal, nor could ſhe imagine how it could 
lead to ſlanders of ſo ſhocking a nature; fo 
much had her mind been occupied by the 
unexpected events that had happened ſince, 
ſhe had not once thought of his Lordſhip's 
debt, the book with the remainder of the 
notes ſhe remembered to have laid on her 
toilet, from thence Winifred removed it to 
the jewel caſe ; but too ignorant, and let me 
add, too innocent to enter into every eircum- 
ſtance, as the world had choſe to diſcuſs it, 
inſtead of ſinking under the diſcovery, as 
the ladies expected, her ſoul roſe ſuperior 
to misfortune; conſcious of innate inte- 
grity her heart revolted againſt her Lord! 
F< j « He 
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« He took me, it is 0 faid ſhe, © from 
obſcurity, he expanded my mind, and added 
a poliſh to the valuable inſtructions I had 
from infancy been in the habit of receiving; 
he brought me into the great world, loaded 
me with finery, and taught me how much 
eaſier it was to be ſplendid, than happy! he 
led me into temptation, and deſerted me 
when there !—he left his wife to the injuries 
and ſcorn of the pitileſs ſavages, who call them- 
ſelves well bred; he conſigned me to women 
without hearts, and men without honor 


. e . 


| 


— > 


) 
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Ay, Cot knows,” cried Winifred, © and 
if it was not for the expected heir.” | 


rr wy 


e 


Ellen's colour roſe, *I am degraded in the 
opinion of my venerable grandfather, and 
his virtuous wife will no longer receive me 
to her heart! 2 


0 To be "x ſhe will know all, the reve- 
rent was never coot at keeping ſecrets, I 
warrant _ ould tivels will ſend him home 
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AE 
ce My aunts Jill bn to hear me men- 
tioned! 1 


« Ay, Idare ſay Miſs Meredith, is compa- 
ring you to all the women with hard names, 
in her old books.“ | 


> 


— 


1 — uncles think on me * h indigna = 


tion mae < 


« Yes inteet, the reverent for that.” 


/ 


601 Kites not hing left worth oreferiiny but 
the i innocent burthen I carry!“ 


« And that will be taken from you the 
inſtant it is porn; if it is a Lort, the ould 
ones will have it; if a u 1 Marga- 
ret and the Doctor will.” —— 


Ellen walked about the room. in agitation, | 
Lady Gertrude rapped at the door. 


: | L 6. | Wini- 
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Winifred faid, her Lady would not be 
diſturbed ! An anſwer ſo rude and unuſual 
alarmed her, ſhe retired to communicate it 
to her ſiſter and niece, lamenting that ſhe 
had been prevailed on, to ſuffer Winifred's 


attendance.— 


Lady Frances having adviſed the meaſure, 
was ſure, if any thing had tranſpired it was 
from the welch parſon. 


„ 


Lady Gertrude denied that with warmth, 


| ſhe knew he had too much good ſenſe.— 


Lady Frances thought him, the greateſt 
fool ſhe ever ſaw.— 


Her fiſter coolly gave it as her private 
opinion, that Lady Fi rances was not a com- 


; Prone Judge. 


| Lady HALEN was juſt then whiſpering 


an important ſomething to the Doctor, fo 


that ſhe did not give her ſentiments, but as 
neither 
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neither of the aunts, choſe to retract theirs, 
they waxed both warm and loud! their re- 
plies and rejoinders became leſs and leſs 
ſuitable to their quality, and matters wore a 
very unpleaſant afpe&t—when one of their 
women came in to inform them, Lady Caſtle 
Howel had ordered the carriage to be at the 
door at fix the next morning, and bid a 
footman enquire where Mr. Meredith ſlept. 


All animoſity now forgot in the common 
cauſe, Lady Margaret joined in conſulta- 
tion of what was to be done; the Doctor, 
it was decreed, ſhould pay the Counteſs a 
viſit, he ſent his name and was admitted. 


To his enquiries after her health, ſhe an- 
ſwered decidedly well, and withdrew - her 
pulſe from his touch. 


He obſerved it was a cold evening, and 
aſked leave to ſtir the fire. 


She was ſuffocated with heat, and begged 
he would 88 give himſelf the trouble. 
Winifred 
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parted with her.— 
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Winifred came in with an account of Lord 
Caſtle Howel having taken all the horſes 
wich him.— | 


Confirmed by the Doctor. 
Ellen directed them to get hired horſes. 


The Doctor remonſtrated againſt her uſing 
hired, or indeed any horſes, going out would 
actually endanger her life, and he concluded 
his harrangue by” hinting, it was the Earl's 
wiſh the ſhould not leave her own houſe, — 


2 My houſe * repeated ſhe, indignantly.— 


Winifred re-entered and faid her uncle left 
town in an evening coach, as: ſoon as he 


Confirmed by the Doctor. 


Her countenance, in 1 tek: a haughty in-- 


dignation was blended with ſorrow, fell at 
this, ſhe ſighed bitterly, and turning to-the 


. Jad, whatever: conftruftions might 
be 
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be put on the queſtion ſhe was about to aſk 
him, ſhe would be obliged by his candid 
anſwer, —he bowed, 2 aſked if there had 
really been a duel bety.gen Lord Claverton 
and Lord Charles Daſh. 


He bowed affirmatively, 


tc On my A a 5 hte 
He bowed again, but doubrfully 


The Counteſs then courteſy'd, and retired | 
to her cloſet, and the NoQor Joined the 
Ladies.. 


All now then was "Sat and deli- 
eacy, according to Lady Maggaret's opinion, 
out of the queſtion, it was proper ſhe thought 
to acquaint. her with the power inveſted in. 
them, and what line of conduct it was ex- 
n * ſhould adopt. 


Lady 8 nill politically 3 
ive, wiſhed to uſe gentle MEANS, but-allow- 
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ed it was improper to ſuffer her to go abroad, N 
without me part of the Gs 


« And what part of the family, madam, 
would undertake fo honorable an office,” 
fad Lady Margaret, as the chaproning ſuch 
a woman ? would you Lady Frances? 


c Me,” replied her Ladyfhip, “no, I am 
too volatile, Lady Gertrude will not I dare 
ſay object to an office, for which her gravity 


ſo well qualifies her,” _ 


Lady Gertrude frowned, —* if ſhe ſhould 
aſſume ſpirit enough to inſiſt on going out, 
I cannot ſee how we can prevent her.“ 


Dr. Macſhean prefumed, that acting by 
authority of Lord Caſtle Howel, ſhe might 


be * reſtrained.- — 
« Where ſhould the go?” afked Lady 


Margaret, © ſhe has not a friend in the world! 
the pride of the Meredith's will reject her, 


the 


the people ſhe called friends here, would not 
be ſeen to ſpeak to her; Morley will never 
let her in, and Lady Mappleton has ſent 
Caroline to her uncle's at Durham, to pre- 
vent her ſeeing her. Where can ſhe go?“ 

Where indeed ! but the maſk had dropped, 
Winifred no longer fearing the tyrants, who 
ſo late made her tremble, was ſtill recollect- 
ing and ſtill relating, the many malevolent 
ſpeeches of the Ladies and their creatures, 


The contempt of Ellen's authority in the 
family, the utter negle& of her Lord, the 
ruin of her character at Code Gwyn, which 
was the world to her; were a catalogue of 
injuries that rouſed into action every faculty 
of her ſoul; ſhe recollected her huſband's un- 
bounded tenderneſs, his arguments to dif- 
ſuade her from a too exceſſive purſuit of 
pleaſure, and regretted ſhe had not attended 
to them ; her extravagance, which had difſi- 
pated what would have rendered whole 
worthy families happy, filled her with ſhame, 

| and 
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and the gentle reproofs ſhe had nn 
aggravated her repentant ſorrow; but with 
all this, as no angel was more free from the 
impurity of which ſhe was charged, the 
pride of conſcious innocence, and injured 

honor repelled the momentary humiliation of 
{elf reproach, ſhe felt herſelf falſely accuſed, 
condemned and deſerted without being heard. 


My Lord has abandoned me,” ſhe ſaid, 
ce bur I will not deſert myſelf, and the next 
morning entered the breakfaſt room where 
the Ladies and Doctor Macſhean were in- 
cloſe confab; the air and manner ſhe was 

enabled to aflume aſtoniſned them, they in- 
voluntarily roſe, and ſtruck by the appa- 
rent fortitude of her looks, but in contempt 
of her character inſtantly reſeated themſelves ; 
Lady Margaret took Ellen's uſual place ; ſhe 
felt the affront, and on a fervant's anſwering 
the bell, ordered a breakfaſt equipage to be 
brought to the ſofa, where ſhe ſeated her- 


2 * 
T he | 


1 two parties finiſhed their morning re- 
paſt, in gloomy filence, and Ellen ordered 
her workſtand. | 


Mrs. Morley was announced ; * har ur 85 
ed to herſelf the poor guilty degraded. Coun- | 
teſs, ſuffered to remain in the houſe - thro? 
the interceſſion of the Ladies, only. till her 
accouchment ; judging of what her own feel 
ings would be in ſuch a ſituation, when having 
no reſources within herſelf, ſne ſnould be de- 
ſerted by the world, and confined to the 
narrow limits of her owg. apartments; ſhe 
fancied grief would have fed on her beauty, | 
mortification humbled her pride, and ſhame 
ſunk her to the level of the ga; inſtead 
of which, with the radient dignity of con- 
ſcious innocence on her brow, the pride of 
inſulted honor fluſhing on her check, and 
the collected conſequence of innate gentility, 
ſhe ſaw and felt the real Lady of the ROAR 


was in her Pe. 


Among Winifred's numerous communica- 


tions, ſhe forgot the intimacy that had taken 
place 


rr N . „ 
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plece between Mrs. Morley and Lady Mar- 


garet; Ellen therefore could not but take 


this viſit to herſelf, but the frivoloty of mere 


faſhionable attachments had no longer charms 


for her: Mrs. Morley was her companion, 
nay her ſeducer in ſcenes ſhe bluſhed to re- 
collect, her thoughtleſs gaiety amuſed in the 
moment, but diſguſted in the retroſpect, and 
the abſence of friendſhip and ſympathy 
evinced in her negle&, robbed her of all the 
regard ſhe had felt for her; ſhe nevertheleſs, 
with the good breeding natural to her, aroſe ; 
Mrs, Morley courteſy'd with an involuntary 
reſpect, extorted by the manner of our he- 


roine, ſhe bluſhed, and her eyes unuſed to be 


withdrawn on any occaſion, ſought an object 
where to reſt, free from the piercing glance 


of the elegant Counteſs; in Lady Margaret's 


ſhe found ſo much, both of information and 


confidence, that turning ſhort, without 
| ſpeaking, ſhe ran up to her friend, ſhook 


hands, and tho* ſhe had aired with her the 


preceding morning, talked of the age that 
had clapſed ſince he ſaw her, and was im- 


moderately 
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moderately rejoiced to find ſhe was not tor- 
mented with the n of which ſhe 
had complained, — 


Ellen ſmiled ; the flow of words, warm 
profeſſions, the friendly actions that mean 
nothing! amuſed without mortifying her; ſhe 
had no regrets for ſuch little enjoyments and 
the leſs they became in her eſtimation, the 
more her thoughts recurred to deprivations 
of more moment.—She reſumed her work. 


The opera, concert, play, court dreſſes, 
viſits, &c. &c. were diſcuſed with exactly the 
ſame attention to the Counteſs, as if ſhe had 
not been preſent. 


Lady Mappleton was announced. 


Lady Margaret coloured, ve muſt not 
receive her here,” and darting an angry glance 
at Ellen, left the room, followed by Mrs. 
Morley and the two "Y inſters.— 


Lady 
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Lady Mappleton was a widow of quality 
and faſhion, a woman of excellent morals, 
unimpeached character, and found under- 
ſtanding ; ſhe was related by marriage to the 
Caſtle Howel's, had been left early in life a 
widow, with two ſons and three charming 
daughters; Ellen had been introduced to, and 
well received by her, but not till ſhe had got 
intoa circle of acquaintance, and engagements 
that prevented her following the biaſs of her 
heart, in accepting the advances to friend- 
ſhip and intimacy of Caroline Holt, Lady 
Mappleton's only unmarried daughter: In the 
vortex of diſſipation in which ſhe was con- 
ſtantly emerged, there was no time to cul- 
tivate ſentiment with the leſs diſſipated; Miſs 
| Holt's card was oftener on her table than 
that of any other perſon, and ſhe was always 
pleaſed toſee her, but it very ſeldom happen- 
ed ſhe-could pay the attention ſhe felt due tc to 


this amiable girl, — 
Yady Mappleton was viſited by moſt of 


the deſcription of nobility, who mingled mind 


in their connexions; her ſelect parties con- 
ſites - 
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fiſted of the moſt brillant geniuſſes of the age, 
and her muſical meetings, where her daughters 
were performers, conſidered among the firſt 
private concerts; yet Lady Mappleton, and 
her family, always found leifure for the ele- 
gant attachments of the heart; and to theſe 
Lady Caſtle Howel would have been an in- 
vited welcome gueſt, had ſhe been miſtre ſs 
enough of her time to accept it; but. Lady 
Mappleton had too much ſenſe, and experi- 


ence not to foreſee, the ill conſequences of 


Lord Caſtle Howel's indulgence, and his 


Lady's thoughtleſs extravagance; tho' all her 


penetration, of which ſhe had a great deal, 
and obſervation, of which ſhe was not ſparing, 
had never ſuggeſted to her, the probability of 
the Countels's commencing intriguer.— | 


Miſs Holt's partiality for our heroine, was 
warm from a benignant heart; tho” of a grave 


turn herſelf, ſhe loved her viyacity, and (tho 
a woman) admired her beauty; ſhe could 
__ Hot bear the ſhock of hearing in all parties of 
Ellen's infamy, and therefore prevailed on her 
mother 
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mother to ſend her to viſit an uncle in the 
north, from thence ſhe wrote to requeſt ſhe 
would call in Groſvenor-ſtreet, to enquire 
the fate of Lady Caſtle Howel. 


Lady Mappleton, and her family, were 
the only connexions, which now, awoke from 
her delirium, Ellen regretted ; Miſs Holt 
had been indeed as negleQful of her as Mrs, 
M orley, and moſt likely from- the ſame 
motive, but there was a purity, a modeſt con- 
ſiſtence, in the character of one, that proper- 
ly eenſured the imprudence, which the levity 
of the other authorized; to the cenſure of 
ſtrict propriety Ellen bowed ; but ſhe deſ- 
_ piſed the vain triumph of accidental charac- 
ter,—ſhe felt accutely the misfortune that de- 
prived her of the honor and comfort of 
Lady Mappleton's countenance and advice ; 
her proud heart, which repelled with indigna- 
tion, the affronts of Lord Caſtle Howel's 
family, would have melted in the ſociety of 
| a matron, whoſe goodneſs of heart, and fine 


ſenſe, were at once an earneſt of candour and 
a ſym- 


o | 6 
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a ſymbol of juſtice; the former ſne was 
ſure would not be denied her, and ſhe had 
no cauſe to depricate the latter, ſne ſat 
ruminating on the good effects of ſuch an 
interview, and was tempted to go to Lady 
Mappleton, and in preſence of the women 
ſhe deſpiſed, throw herſelf at the feet of the 
one ſhe reſpected, and implore her protec- 
tion and advice; but while ſhe heſitated, the 
ſervants called the carriage, ſhe haſtened to 
the window, her Ladyſhip at that moment 
looked up, Ellen's heart ſprang to her eyes, 
ſhe courteſy'd, but had the grief to ſee,—tho? 
Lady Mappleton ſteadily obſerved her, ſhe 
did not return the compliment, but drove off, 
without condeſcending to notice it; ſhe 
turned from the window to give way to her 
tears, and perceived Lady Margaret at her 
back, who having ſeen both the compliment, 
and Lady Mappleton's neglect of it, who 
vitibly enjoyed the ill natured triumph. | 


565 on Key, 


' 


| Whether Lady Margaret had any point to 
carry in making her deſperate, whether any 
VOL, II. Te”. - > 
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| conſequences could be derived of advantage 
to her from a repetition of the ſuppoſed im- 
prudence, which had robbed her young ſiſter- 
in-law of every bleſſing in life, will appear 


in the courſe of this hiſtory ; certain it is, had 


{ſhe been as much bent on driving her to ex- 
tremities, as her aunts were in avciding them, 
ſhe could not have taken more effectual me- 
thods, nor have ſucceeded better. 


In Ellen's eſtabliſhment, a favourite ſer- 
vant of Lord Caſtle Howel's, was by her 
own deſire, placed as her footman ; this man, 
who was proud of the diſtinction, and who, 
by his conftant attendance on his lady, was 
better qualified for the office he aſſumed 
than any one of the family, (Winifred only 
excepted) was her advocate from the garret 
to the cellar ; but as Lady Margaret admit- 
ted no doubt herſelf of Ellen's guilt, it was 
not to be heped ſhe would permit a menial 
ſervant to give his opinion of the matter, 
when that EA ſo entirely contradicted 
bers. 

„ Philip 
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Philip was therefore diſcharged in diſgrace, | 
and forbid to hold acquaintance with any of 
the ſervants ; of this circumſtance Winifred 
was reminded, by ſeeing him paſs the win- 
dow, while her Lady was penſively looking 
out, and Ellen inſiſted, with great __ he 
ſhould be reſtored, 


Lady Mw, 8 55 called forth. a 
reply, that reply provoked a rejoinder; and 
ſpite of all the efforts of the two ſpinſters to 
prevent matters from coming to extremity, 
it ended, in Lady Margaret's - inſiſting on 
Ellen's giving up the ſituation ſhe was ſo 
unworthy to fill, and retire to her own apart- 
ment, with an humble ſenſe of the lenity ſhewn 
her—and then, in her preſence, ordered the 
ſervants to pay no regard to any commands, 
he might have the nn to give 1 


| Winifred, 9 ſnapping her b. 
gers at this, and ſaying, & the ſervants, Cot 
almighty be pleſt and praiſt noes petter 
how to ſarve Cot, and obey their true and 

E rightful 
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rightful miſtreſs, was bid to be gone imme- 
diately, and the Earl's delegated authority 
produced to enforce theſe orders. 


Ellen read the letter over, and filently re- 
turned it to Lady Margaret, while Winifred 
raiſed her voice in vociferous proteſtations, 
ſhe would tie on the pot before ſhe would 
eaſe her _— 210 


Dr. nenn entered the room. 


Sorrow, pride and vindictive anger, ſwelled 
the boſom of the fair Counteſs, the tear that 
anguiſh forced into her eye, was repelled by 
ſcorn; her form was raiſed and ſhe ar 
looked over them all. 


The Doctor's conſcience ſmote him, it re- 
proached him for being, in ſome degree, an 
acceſſary to injuries that might occaſion the 

death of the lovelieſt woman of the age, 
and of the heir of a noble family; he had re- 
eently left the bedſide of his patron, whoſe 
ö . mind 
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mind-weakened by preſent, and appalled by 
future danger, unveiled ſome ſecrets to the 
Doctor, which convinced him, tho? the Coun- 
teſs might be nn ſhe was not guilty. 


Winifred, Kill „ grew louder and 
louder; the Doctor whiſpered Lady Mar- 
garet, and proved his aſcendency by the effect 
of that whiſper; Win was ordered out of the 
room, but ſuffered to remain in her place. 

Ellen declined the officious civility of the 
Doctor, in haughty ſilence, and withdrew, with 
a fixed reſolution to avoid all further inter- 
con with every part of the family. : 

She reached her e with her head, 
and heart full; the treatment ſhe had re- 
ceived, in the preſence of Lady Frances and 
Lady Gertrude, gave her an earneſt of what 
worſe ſne might have expected, if the ſituation, 

on which all the family hopes hung, was not her 
protection. To be conſidered as a conveni- 
GCE, a mere vehicle, to gratify the vanity 

| SL, and 
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and reſentment of one part of the family, and 
the whim and caprice of the other, — till their 
own ends were anſwered, and then to be 
ſpurned from them, and have her child taken 
from her, for whoſe fate ſhe already began 
to feel an intereſt, was more than the philo- 
2 of OF n nn. | 


She vould write eber grandmamma, openly 
and explicity ; ſhe would implore the protec- 
- tion of her grandfather, who with her uncle, 

would reſent her ill uſage; Ah! but they 
were in Lord Caſtle Howel's debt, would his 
reſentment not be excited by their interfe- 
. rence ? wauld he not withdraw his friendſhip ? 
would he not conſign them to the mercileſs 
ſtone hearted Morgan? and what end after 
all would it anſwer, but expoſe -them to in- 


ſiult and diſtreſs; her character was injured on 


circumſtantial evidence only; but what was 
her ſimple 0, to the yes of the multitude ; 
if that 10 was not believed; her grandfather 
would diſgrace himſelf by receiving her, if it 
ns he * be ruined by oppoſing bis 

: con- 


— 
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confidence to Lord Caſtle Howel's preju- -. 
dices ; * no,” faid ſhe, my uncle condem- 
ned without hearing me, he has carried his opin- 
ions with him to Code Gwyn, my heart is in 

the eye of God, —and my fate is in his hands, 
1 will quit this houſe, and never return to- 
it, till my honor is cleared from the injurious. 
imputations caſt on it, but I will not involve 
my friends in my diſgrace. 


Winifred, ber faithful friend and counſellor 
was preſent, watching with ſtaring eyes, 
and diſtended. mouth, every turn of her coun- 
tenance, the © 1 will quit this houſe,” was 
the happieſt ridings ſhe could hear, hating 
every thing in a place, where ſhe had expe- 
rienced ſuch extreme of good and ill fortune, 

and where ſhe was, when out of her Lady's 
preſence, expoſed to all the ſecond hand airs 
of the Ladies women, no change in her _ 
nion could be for the worſe. 


33 


5 5 Cot be pn praiſt 0 un poor 
aunt Griffiths always ſaid, © London was the 
| 1 titel's 
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tifel's drawing room! when ſhall we cet out? 
how ſhall we travel?” and twenty other queſ- 
tions poured from her voluble tongue, and 
ſhe- immediately began to pack up without 
waiting for the anſwer, Ellen was- indeed little 


diſpoſed to give. 


* he . had received, the re- 
ſentment that glowed in her boſom, and the 
puniſhment her abſcence would inflict on at 

leaſt ſome part of the Howel's, ſolely o OCCU- | 


[= pied her,—— 


Winifred, 1 proceeded in packing 
up the moſt valuable portables, among 
which ſhe did not forget the jewel caſe, which 
ſhe placed in the midſt of a bundle of cloaths 
without Ellen's obſervation. 


_ After a ſilence of ſome minutes 3 


. Where can we go 15 ſaid Lady Caſtle 
* 


« Where 


EEE 1 


5 Where but to Code Gwyn, - Cot ples 
ene Winifred, ſtill 0 


| : 5 Cs ſtarted, * « ah ho ! Winifred, 
Code Gwyn! we cannot go there.“ 


Down dropped the bundle out of Wini- 


fred's hands, not co to Code Gwyn! why | 


where in the name of Cot almighty ſhall we 


co, then? Tam ſure if we don't co there we 
ſhall be like the tove out of Noah's hark, 


wandering about without a * of reſting 
place to put our foots upon.“ | ; 


Ellen felt her deſolate condition, but, as 


ſhe fancied ſhe had, with great coolneſs and. 


ſolidity, weighed all the arguments for re- 


turning, or not returning, to Code Gwyn, 


and as the latter had predominated, to free 


herſelf from queſtions, which in her preſent 
irritated ſtate of mind, were very vexatious, 


ſhe told Winifred, with unuſual ſeverity; her 


commands mult be obeyed; without inqui- | 


ries of any ſort; on the contrary, if ſhe wiſh -- 
8 2 


- 


ed 
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ed to go to Code 0 or any where elſe, 
| the was at liberty. 


Winifred's Joyful note was in an inſtant 


changed, her tears as uſual were the pre- 


lude to a volley of words, ſhe wanted to co 
no where, not ſhe, Cot help her, it did not 
ſignify what became of her, ſhe would even 


ſtay and wait on the ould cats, 


Elen gig her not to give ſo much | 
licence to her * 


| Winifred vowed ſhe would never F Lk 


again. oy 


)* tai: Ellen; tho' clan. 


deſtinely, not guilty ; I ſhall not want fine | 


only fuitable to a private gentlewoman, 


mere neceſſaries, and * to find where 


* 0 


Wi plied knew 4 it was ata little ſhop, kept 
by a welchwomani in the next ſtreet, where, when 


* £164 | Per- 
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permitted to go out, ſhe had may a viſing 


acquaintance. 


ce I think I may truſt him ” ſaid Ellen. 


cc Truſt him lort my hoe 


« Forget my Lady, Wie I tall wiſh 
to be concealed.” w | 


« As to the matter of that, I wiſh I could 
not remember you ever was a Laty, Oh my 
Cot ! poor tear Mr. Evelyn.“ ig 


Ellen's face and neck crimſoned, his 
name had more than once within the laſt 
painful hours died on her on tongue, but ſhe 
had checked the vagrant thought with her 
utmoſt effort, and now, after the momentary: 
thrill of pleaſure, the long diſuſed ſound 
raiſed in her throbbing heart, rebuked Wini 
fred ſeverly, and ſolemnly charged her never. 
to offend 1 in that way more. W 5 


* * : - 1 
: * 
% 
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The girl's own recollections recurred to 
Evelyn s love for her miſtreſs, and in that 
moment ſhe thought Mrs. Evelyn, could not 
have been ſo unhappy as the Counteſs of 
Caſtle Howel, but her uſual promiſe to do 
ſo no more, made her peace; and ſhe went 
to ſeek Philip to concert meaſures for their” 


departure. 


Philip was a plain mannered, well mean- 
ing welchman, ſon of a tenant to Sir Arthur 
Meredith; and though taken very young 
into Lord Caſtle Howel's ſuit, where he was 
a great favourite, always retained a love and 
reſpect for the hereditary landlord of his 
kin; Ellen was known to be the pride and 
idol of the Code Gwyn family, before whom 
Philip, among the reſt of the tenantry, had 
been uſed to bow; the warmth of his vindi- 
eation of her in a family, where as the prin- 
cipals admitted her guilt, it was not likely 
ſhe would find many advocates among the 
dependants, had coſt him his place, but had 
* it alſo coſt him his life, he would have been 
"mp the ſame hone champion. 
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Winifred ſoon found her old fellow ſer- 


vant, with whom indeed ſhe had, in diſobe- 


dience of Lady Margaret's poſitive commands, 


held daily conference from that of his diſ- 


charge. | 


To Philip' $ great regret bs had engaged | 


himſelf to a gentleman, who was gone to 


Edinburgh to marry a ſcotch heireſs, and had 


left him the care of a new carriage, not quite 
finiſhed which was to convey in the pack- 
ing trunks the wedding paraphernalia; confi- 
dence thus repoſed would render his leaving 
his new maſter's ſervice a breach of truſt, for 
which he would be anſwerable to the law, 
this ſet-Winifred into her old habit of tears 
and lamentations. 


« Lort be coot unto us, poor miſerable 


Laty as my miſtreſs is ! what is poor woman's 
without a man! Cot help them, when they 
are wandering, about without houſe or home! 


> 


« God Gta, Mrs. 3 that mould 
be my Lady's caſe, why don't the go to 


Code ode ah Fe 


« = 
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* Oh Cot help thy fooliſh head Philip, why 


our tiyel of a reverent, Cot forgive me, has 


 peen here and believed all the ould cats ſaid, | 
and,” a+ s | 


Philip begged, with tears in his eyes, he 


would wy no mores and _— conſidered a 
5 lirtle, | 


_ 1 cannot leave the truſt repoſed in me,” 


continued the honeſt ſervant, © but if as you 
lay my Lady wiſhes tobe concealed from my 
Lord's family, and has not reſolved where 


to go, if ſhe would condeſcend to ride in the 


ö | carriage any part of the way, I will loſe my 
life before ſhe ſhall come to harm, and will 
de ready when ſhe IS. * x 


Winifred's April day countenance cleared 
up, ſne proteſted Philip had the wiſdom of 


Solomon, and even of Mr. Joſeph ! who poor 

tear ſoul ſhe had not ſeen in all her troubles ; 
ſhe would go and adviſcher Lady to take Phi- 
| lip's offer, and return as ſoon as ſhe could 
a eſcape 2 RT who to be ſure, like 
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4 cats, ſhe believed in her e 
could ſee in the dax. 


Ellen, whoſe reſolution ſtren gthened every 
moment, waited her return with great 


impatience, and immediately accepted the 
offers of her old ſervant; Winifred, not- 
withſtanding her Lady's commands, could 
not bear the thoughts of leaving any of her 


finery, which, from her own hankering aſter 


new clothes, ſhe ſuppoſed the old Ladies 
would ſeize for their own uſe, was induſtri- 
ous enough to convey in bundles, moſt of 
the wardrobe to Philip's lodging, they were 
any where ſafer than in the hands of the. Phil- 


liſtines ;” thoſe intended for travellinghe pack- 


ed up by her directions, and all being ready, 
the carriage waited at the corner of the ſtreet, 
Exactly at eleven which was the family ſupper 


hour, and Ellen, eager in the proſecution of a 
plan, formed and executed under the inftu- 


ence of r paſſions, followed her ſex- 
vant to the hall. 


As - 
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As Winifred had, within the laſt two days, 
many extra occaſions to paſs the porter, and 


as ſhe had in view the object of paſſing him for 
the laſt time, ſhe found it convenient to be 


very civil, and as he, who like many other 
quality appendages, was better fed than taught, 
had time to be very gallant to all the maids, 
and particularly ſo to Winifred, when his pur- 


ple face was a little fluſhed, which was gene- 
rally the caſe at this hour; ſhe relying on 
his amorous advances, went boldly up to the 


ſtreet door, the corpulent gallant waddled 


after her, in the ſcuffle he 'threw down his 


candle, and the lamp being near exhauſted, 


Lady Caſtle Howel paſſed unobſerved, while 


Cerberus took his fop from the lips of 


Winifred, who very calmly returned down 
ſtairs, through the ſervants hall, up the area 


and immediately joined her miſtreſs, who was 
already i in the coach, which, as ſoon as they 
were ſeated, ee off. 1 


— 
1 


CHAP. 


UR Travellers were hardly off the 
ſtones, when two things of great im- 
portance to people of common underſtand- 


ing, who begin a journey, but which had 


not been once thought of by our herione, 
gave riſe to ſome uneaſy ſenſations. 


ce I never travelled but three times before 


in my life,” ſaid W 10 and that was 
when your ladyſhip Went”'— 


C No more ladyſhips, war "oy 


« Cot pleſs us, I forgor, but pray what 
muſt I call you? M/s Ellen won't do. 


Our 
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1 ELLEN. 


Our herione had not thought of the neceſ- 
fity of fixing on a fictitious name, that of 
Holt was the firſt that occured, Mrs. 


Holt,” and you — muſt change 
| yours, 


Winifred was rejoiced at that, her's had 
fuch a welchy vulgar found ie choſe to be 
called Maria. | 


4 had n no objection to-Maria, but ſhe 
thought Jenny, as being ſomething in the 


found approximating to Winny, better. 


Jenny! Jane! oh dear that was as bad as 


her own, ſhe begged it might be PIs 
| Charlotte, or Bella, or | 


Ellen bud her chuſ what he liked, 


Winifred liked Maria vaſtly, and yet 


ſome how, ſhe thought Charlotte genteeler, 


becauſe it was the queen's, and queens knew 


what was good for themſelves, ſo if her Lady 
pleaſed ſhe would be Maria Charlotte. 


4. 


I „ 
= Maria Charlotte repeated Ellen, « do 
you think I can call you ba two names! * 


- No; one at a time was enough, and if 
her ladyſhip” — 


Ellen was quite angry out Winifred, or 
Maria Charlotte, was too much | in alt to be 
eaſily let down. 


ce | was going,” continued ſhe, © to fay I 
never moved but three times, and that was 
from Code Gwyn to Bath and back, and from 
Code w_ to London.” 


e ald Ellen, ibis was a removal i in- 
deed ! * 


I wonder where we ſhall move next, may 
be into our craves, but Cot of his mercy for- 
bid we ſhould be buried among ſtrangers.” 


If the reader conſiders the youth and ſitua- 
tion of our fair heroine at this period, friend- 


leſs, and going from her legal home, into a 
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world where ſhe was as much a ſtranger to 
manners as to men; they. will not wonder 
tus grave reflection of her volatile ſervant 


gave riſe to_the moſt gloomy ideas ; to die 


in the approaching hourof danger was fearful! 


but to die without. one of the dear relatives, 


in whoſe hearts ſhe had lived ! to be buried 


among ſtrangers “ Ah!” ſhe exclaimed 
burſting into tears, © what a fate is mine !“ 


The idea of being « buried among ſtran- 


gers, lowered Winifred's ſpirits, notwith- 


ſtanding her acquiſition of Maria Charlotte, 
and ſhe continued filent, while her Lady's re- 


collection carried her to another e ſub- 
* 


Pecple ſhe knew. N not be ſo much as 
buried without money, of which uſeful arti- 
cle ſhe. had very little, the took, out her 
pars. the whole contents of which was ſome 


The fame refletion 9 more re apporunely 


occured to . in the morning, which 


r  : WM 


now unavailingly troubled her miſtreſs in the 


evening ; and ſhe had ſtudied ways and means 


to prevent ſo diſagreeable an evil, as a light 


purſe at the commencement of a long jour- 
ney ; for as to her own ſtock, her propen- 
fry to finery always kept that low. ; 


In packing the jewels, ſhe had ſeen Lord 
Claverton's pocket book open, with the nores 
half out, ſhe found their value, and knowing 
her miſtreſs's ſituation, without one ſcruple of 


conſcience, gave a fifty to Philip, from whom 


ſhe received the change; and now oſtentati- 
ouſly diſplayed it to Ellen, who had no more 


doubt but it was her own ſaving, than fbe 


had it was her miſtreſſes abſolute propenty. . 


Ellen had formed 1 no plan but that of ay: 
ing Groſvenor-ſtreet, and by concealing her- 
ſelf and the ſo much deſired heir avenge 
the inſults of the C aſtle Howel's, till her 
honor ſhould be cleared; how, when, or by 


what means that was to be effected ſhe could 


not t foreſee, but as in the ſanguine hope of 
; INNOCENCE 
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| Innocence, ſhe conſidered it as an event that 
would certainly happen, where ſhe ſpent the 
intermediate time was a matter of perfect in- 
difference; at all events, the carriage and her 
old faithful ſervant attending, was an oppor- 
tunity which ſeemed to be thrown in her 
way by providence ; and only anxious to 
eſcape, from a bondage - ſhe conſidered as 
tyrannical as unjuſt, was too much occupied 
by reſentment to pay any regard to conſe- 
Ws: 


1 the end of the firſt ſtage, Philip a ap- 
peared at the coach door for directions. 


| Winifred had confidered the matter ever: 
than her miſtreſs, ſhe had no pride to goad 
| ber on, no reſentments to urge, no affections 
to intereſt her; Mr. Joſeph indeed was of 
ſome little moment, but not enough to divert 
her from the perillous ſituation, in which 
Philip s abſcence would leave them; ſhe 
therefore faid, they would go on, this ready 


anſwer Was not N relief to herſelf and her 
Lady, 
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town, alone and unprotected, and rejoiced to 
find they were not yet to ſeparate, he or- 


dered horſes on, and ag mounted the | 


coach box. 


This ſtage was travelled in entire filence ; - 


what was next to be done, where to go, and 


how to ſupport her exiſtence, during, and 


after an approaching intereſting event, were 


at firſt pigmies, but now increaſing to giants, 
in Ellen's imagination, and they were in the 
parlour of the inn, with their little baggage 


round them, before the filence was broke. 


Every bleſſing of life is enhanced or leſ- 
ſened, every misfortune increaſed or allevi- 


ated by compariſon ; the inn where they now 


ſtopped, would on the firſt journey from 
Wales to Bath, have made Winifred eloquent 
in its praife, but - ſhe had ſince travelled en 
ſuit with the Earl of Caſtle Howel, where 


an out rider prepared accommodations at the 


inns, and the domeſtics, with the landlord 


at 
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Lady, but to the poor fellow himſelf, who - 


dreaded leaving them at that hour, ſo near 
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reer 
at their head, obſequiouſly waited their ar- 


x What a paltry inn is this,” ” cried ſhe, 
frerfully to Phillip, who brought i in the laſt 
packages. 


Philip calmly anſwered, that being a ſtran 
ger to the road himſelf, he had left the choice 
of inns to the driver. 


He was a fool for his pains ſhe ſaid ; was 
#his a place fit for her Lady and her? 


Philip was very ſorry it was not better, 
and anxious to exonerate himſelf from blame, 
went to the Landlady, and inſiſted on a 


ſuperior en, 


The Poſtillion from London, underſtood - 
he was conveying a new carriage under the 
care of a ſervant, and he could not be igno- 
rant that the women he took up in Groſvenor- 


ſtreet were the connexions of that ſervant; 
theſe 


— 


1 
— 


next driver, while they were changing at Bar- 
net, who brought it on with him to the 
next inn; Philip's demand, therefore, to 
have the beſt apartment was coolly anſwered, 
that it was engaged; but it happened the 
waiter had carried in a glaſs of water, and 
heard Winifred e ce her 3 8 


T here was a ann dignity <arntle | 


from the manners of Lady Caſtle Howel, 
that confirmed the idea of her quality, which 


being carried to the landlady, immediately 


procured the engaged apartment for the. ac- 


commodation of the miſtreſs, who did not 


give the change a thought, to the great 


ſatisfaction of the maid, who thought of no- 


thing elſe. 


Winifred, whoſe pride ſuffered at the moſt 


trifling omiſſion of the attention and reſ- 
pect ſhe had been lately uſed to, finding the 


good effect her Lady's quality had on the 


people of the inn, forgot the precautions 
[I 8 given 


r , wu © 
theſe obſervations he as uſual habe to the 
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| given ect Ellen; ral} ommu- 
 Nicated her name and rank; ſhe had alſo for- 
got how incompatible with that rank it was 
tds travel in the preſent ſtyle; a new caſed 
coach, with one man ſervant, not her own, 
on the naked box, a pair of hack horſes, 
and a prating waiting woman, were ſorry 


| | EE appendages to a coronet; and accordingly 


Excited a curioſity at the inn, that added in 


no ſmall degree to the ſcandalous chronicle 


of our heroine's actions. > 


In the mean time, Ellen began feriouſ- 


I to conſult her maid about their future 
* ; Winifred was incapable of ad- 


viling, ſhe recommended it to call Philip, 
who e a man, and a traveller, e be 1 
ter informed. 


1 Philip had indeed ſeveral times journied 


from Caſtle Howel to London, and back; he 
had alſo attended his Lord twice to Bath, but 
his wy and fairhful intentions recom- 

W mended 


err - 1 


a mended him much more than his 3 | 
qualities, or good travelling information; 
| Philip was however called to the confulta- 
tion, and took his an behind Ellen 8 


chair. i | £ 


A dead filence enſued, 
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Philip * in a kind of he atten- 
tion for what he ſuppoſed would be his part- 
ing inſtructions from. a Lady, for whom he 
felt a mixture of reſpect and compaſſion. 8 


2 Where faid Lady Caſtle Howel, 
ce would you adviſe us? —the word adviſe 
died « on her lips. a | | 


Philip's fingers beat a tattoo on the back 
of her chair. | 


„What in the name of Cot, are we to do 
Philip?” cried Winifred, her PE fixed on ah; 
bs aac Af = 
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- Philip 9 3 of the world 

with his Lady, if he could do it without be- 
traying his truſt; but as that obliged wrt 
F TT Tr RNS 


. Winifred's eyes extended to 8 int 
: fize: af * and leads us ! can t we co too ! 2”, 


Wiaified's fright kugpeſted to Lady - 0 


Howel, that if they travelled in the coach 
as far on the road, as they found it conveni- 


ent, or till they paſſed ſome place ſhe ſhould 


like to ſtay at, Philip might go on, deliver 
up his charge and return to them; ſhe ac- 
| cordingly propoſed, and he, to their mutual 


joy, accepted her offer; ſhe ſaw in this poor 
fellow an attachment, which deſolate as ſhe 


now was, pleaſed and .comforted her, they 
proceeded, journeying to the north, till ſhe 
found her ſtrength near exhauſted, and the 
rough road to Northallerton, where they 


ſlept the third night, having particularly af- 
fected her, ſhe with great reluctance told 


: Ane her intention to * the next day. 
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Wich chis ſeparation i in view, both miſ- 
treſs and "maid, entered the carriage the next 
mine in oy low nw. 8 BE 


ye IE 
her te Ware? 
4 r 
r 


— 
hd 3 Ms he . 


8 


5 . 
. rr rr * RN Av 
r $f ru wh ng — 
2 or] n 
FS. nes > 1 2 8 1 


. 
2 
e — d. 
n — e 


480 Cot be coot unto us, Cd Winified,? 
- © two helpleſs women alone in a ſtrange” 
country, with not a friend to hold their heads, 
cot help us, nor a man to ſtand by us; lort 
preſerve his poor ſervants,” and ſhe looked 
wiſhfully thro' the glaſs at Philip; “as to 
this country, my Laty, the trees, and fields; 
and broad rivers, —our high brown moun- 
tains in Wales!“ — FF 
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5 Elen ſighed. 


. © Wou'd to Cot of his infinke.n mercy, we 
were there, for as to this road, to my mind 


1 wept. 


| Winifred tones to give. way to hes old 
habit, from the inſtant ſhe was out of ſight 
of Groſvenor- ſtreet, but the fortitude of her 


. 
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- Lady, Na - 1h of offending, reſtrained her: 
undder the ſanction. of example, however, it 
now burſt forth, in the moſt bitter wailings, 


at their cruel fate, mixed with tenderneſs for 


ber Lady, and invectives againſt the ſhe tivels 


1 of the Caſtle Howel * nor indeed did 


the * 


| Ellen 8 * the ſeat of 2 and recti- 


. tude; no longer irritated by a treatment 


wound ing to her feelings, nor hurt by the 
privation of dignity and reſpect attendant 


on the character of the Counteſs of Caſtle . 


Howel; out of hearing of the farcaſtic ſneers 
- © Lady Margaret, and the provoking pity 
And ill acted friendſhip of the old Ladies, re- 
verted to a bitter reflection to her ſituation, 
and l a retroſpect of all the circumſtances that 
bad led to it. | 


i "Hoke bur of diſpation, in the very mo- 
ment in which ſhe had been betrayed into 
the embarraſſment which induced her to 
accept Lord Clayerton's offered aſſiſtance, 


ELLEN 2g 


her heart ſmote her, and altho' her inexpe- 
rience of the world, and ignorance of its eti- | | . 
quettes, blinded her to the conſequence, there 
was a ſomething ſo retrograde to her ſpirit, | 
and ſenſe of honor in pecuniary obligations, 
that nothing but the immediate inſult from 
Lord Charles Daſh would have prevailed on 
her to accept it; not that ſhe had the moſt 
diſtant ſuſpicion he could have a latent deſign 
in ſeizing a moment ſo critical to oblige 
Rer., 


He had ſucceeded fo well in concealing 
from every part of Lord Caſtle Howel's fami- 

| ly, his paſſion for the Counteſs, that the 
Earl was always pleaſed to fee him at his 
houſe, or in attendance on his Lady; on 
her part conſidered him in the intereſting 
light of an old acquaintance, and one to 

whom ſhe was obliged; his former paſſion, 
fo eloquently pleaded by Joſeph and Wini- 
fred, but ſo entirely reprobated by her friends, 
if at all recollected, it was withſuch a mixture 

of indifference and incredulity, that it was 
. ws L 4 not 


oY ELLEN 


not in the texture of a mind, at once fo 


thoughtleſs and candid, to harbour a ſenti- 
ment on that account, that could take from 
the obliging reſpectul attention he 2 1 the 
2 b og See WE. 
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With Lady Margaret, it a deen obſerv- 
ed, he ſtood in a high degree of favour ; and 
even the incident, that according to public 
ſtatement, had diſhonored her brother, could 
not deprive a man of ber partial eſteem, who 
ſtill continued his patronage of Dr. Mac- 
—W l 


There, are indeed ſome ladies in this 

liberal age, who have ſuch prodigious regard 
to the virtue of their own ſex, they will for- 

give, receive, and often love, a known ſe- 
ducer ! while their extreme purity ſhrinks 
with indignation and contempt, from the 
unhappy victim of his art! Lady Margaret 
was of this diſcription ; ſhe made great allow- 
ance. for male — 8 hin but abhorred * 
g 1 : | 
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Lady Caſtle Howel was entirely clear of a 
thought that could injure her honor, or her 
Character, if laid open to the world; but now 

that the pride natural to a young and falſly 
accuſed wife, was no longer inſulted; that ſhe 
had taken the ſtep moſt likely to puniſh . 
thoſe who had perſonally offended her; ſhe. 
could not help feeling and lamenting the 
folly that had led her from real into the pur- 
ſuits of 7 imaginary happineks. | 


When ſhe recollected the Gs from 
which the generoſity of her Lord had reliev- 
ed her family, and the narrowneſs, not to ſay, 
poverty, from which he had raiſed her; when, 
ſhe thought on the ſplendid ſphere in which 
he had placed her, and remembered how. in 
mere wantonneſs of folly ſhe had ſquandered 
his fortune; how ſhe had diſregarded the 
aſſertions of a man, whoſe integrity of ſoul 
was conſpicuous i in every action, and believ- 
ed thoſe of ſuch a reptile as Mrs. Morley; 
ſname and regret overpowered her; and 
this ſhame and regret led to n. Rill 


more * | ou ee 
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Her . was loft, and ſhe could not 
but feel, that bis, a privation of the firſt im- 
portance to woman, ftamped alſo diſgrace 


on a huſband, who adored her, who ſeemed to 


ve but in her fight, who had oſten in tranſ- 
port vowed the poſſeſſion of her was a taliſ- 


man againſt all temporal evil, — that ſhe en- 
deared tb him every other bleſſing,.— that his 


houſe was a terreſtrial paradiſe, and ſhe the 
angel who irradiated it. 


And when ſhe \efleted that he had torn 
- Himſelf from her arms,—all his comforts 


Changed to bitterneſs; that he had abandon- 


ed his family and his home, unable to meet 

the one or endure: the other; that his extreme 
ſenſibility had perhaps impelled him to hide 
both his ſhame and ſorrow from the world, 
in ſome ſolitude, where they preyed on him 
with redoubled force; his leaving her, which 
the at firſt deemed-an act of r, appear- 
ed one of ue . 


= „All cried ſhe, ene me gullty, 
what hindered him from ſpurning me from 


\ 


ELLEN . 
his houſe? no, he choſe rather to become 
a wanderer himſelf, —Oh ! my dear Lord, 
where, where are you ? why cannot I throw 
myſelf at your feet, to implore pardon of 
my folly, and to vindicate my innocence z * 
what will become of VFC 


— 


©« For the lofe ha Cor cried Winifed, 
ec tet us turn back, 43 


« Back !” v anfvered Ellen, to * Mar- 
garet, 90. never!“ 


ce No, no, not chere; my tear Lary, b but to 
Code __” | 


7 hey were now zen within in Gight of Dur- 
ham; the ſun was ſetting and left on the 
beautiful hills which furround this charming 
neighbourhood, a ſombre majeſty that ren- 
der ſuch views particularly charming at the 
cloſe of day; the ſcene caught her eye, ſhe 
involuntarily put her head out of the coach 
window, a chariot was paſſing, a voice ex 


claimed, heavens 1 Caſtle Howel. 


___ ELLEN. 


P Surpriſed and . diſconcerted he. haſtily 
| drewi in, © Who could that be?“ 


| 4 Before Winifred had ns to W Rh | by 
ſome miſmanagement of the Poſtillion, the ; 
carriage overſet, 


1 Winifred had excellent lungs, which -ſhe 
did not fail to make uſe of on this occaſion ; 
Philip was thrown off the box, his collar 
bone broke, and ſo bruiſed he could not 
move. 


. Winifred's ſhrieks, which now finding 
ter Lady did not ſpeak, grew .louder and 
more terrific, either reached the carriage 


Which had.paſſed, or the attention of thoſe 


within was not withdrawn from Lady Caſtle 
Howel, they immediately ſtopped, two 
Ladies alighted, who with their ſervant came 


ans afliſtance. . 


11 © Winifzed's 8 and ſhoulders : were out | 
of -the window, crying ior help! 3 her . 


was teat. 


ELLEN nw 
Heaven forbid,” ſaid the younger- End, 
ed almoſt to * 


Winifred's grief was cet by the fur 
ron woods. 


The elder 1 propoſed putting the life. 
leſs body, as it then appeared into the cha- 
riot, when a middle aged perſon in a ſhabby 
black coat, ſauntered on by the inſide of the 
hedge, he immediately cloſed a book he was 
reading, and haſtened towards them, 


Perhaps there never was forn a more 1n- 
tereſting figure than our heroine at this mo- 
ment ; her hat was off, her fine hair, which 
had not been dreſſed (as the term is) ſince 
ſhe left London, only combed. out of the 
powder, hung in beautiful diſorder over her 
ſhoulders; her eyes indeed were cloſed but 
her long eye laſhes, and fine eye brows con- 
traſted to the moſt beautiful complexion. in 
the world, together with her ſituation, - 
combined to excite compaſſion, admiration, 


and curioſity. 
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The ſtranger felt her pulſe, and to the 

great joy of all the little group, declared ſhe 
was not dead. He took a lancet from his caſe 
of inſtruments. 


e Tt will be ſometime, Madam,” ſaid he, 
addreſſing himſelf to the elder Lady, © be- 
fore you can reach Durham; with your leave 

I Will take a little blood from the young 
lady. 


« The lort be praiſt for ever and ever, 
cried Winifred, < you are a Doctor!“ 


T "Y blood cropped very flow 18 the 
„ 


e The Lady, b d he f man in black, * is 
really i in danger. I live not a quarter of a 
mile . that lane; permit me, madam,” — | 


MIS. Dean Halt, the Lady in whoſe © way 


| fortune had thus thrown our heroine, replied, 
the 
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che aceident a ning juſt as TI caffiage 


was paſſing, ſhe had ſtopped, but the LAG LW 
was a ſtranger to her. e 


« Bleſs me !” cried the Doctor, looking at 
Miſs Holt, who was weeping over Ellen, —- 
but thought he, if ſhe is a ſtranger, why 
ſhould I wait for leave? and he ms 
led the way to his own houſe, 


ee Nancy, my dear,” faid he to a ſmart hand- 
ſome brunette, about his own age, © get the 
chintz bed ready.” 


cc What for ? who! is this? whe has hap- 
one 2 


Hoot; do you think I can anſwer queſ- 
tions, do you ſee the condition the Lady 1 iS 
in.“ 

3 


The chintz bed was ſoon ready. 


5 Dr. Gordon, our benevolent hoſt, was the 
ſon of a Scotch manufacturer, who tho' he 


33s — © ELLEN. 
got his ſon inſtructed in the rudiments if, a 


"M ſcholaftic education, at a ſmall expence, by 


the clergyman of his own town, found no 
{mall difficulty in ſupporting him at the col- 
lege of Edinburgh ; the young man's appli- 
cation was intenſe and indiſcriminate j it was 
uncertain, not, what line his father would, 
but what he could fix him in, and like many 
of his countrymen, he attained a ſmattering of 
all ſciences without being maſter of any; he 
knew a little of phyſic, leſs of theology and 
Rill leſs of law; yet had a diploma, was 
ordained and admitted a member of the fa- 
culty of advocates, having embraced each of 


12 theſe profeſſions in turn, without attaining a 


ſettlement in any, he was imprudent enough 
to fall in love, and marry clandeſtinely, the 
daughter of a very great man, who had 
fourteen children, without a ſixpence of /iller- 
among them, but who being fifteeth couſin 
to Sir Hector Mac Burliſh, of the North 
Highlands, did not chuſe his daughter aud 


1 the ſon of a mechanic. 
Sir 
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Sir He&or however gave him a ſraall y- 
ing, he removed to the highlands, and get- 
ting alſo an appointment to a free ſchool, be- 
came at once teacher of the goſpel and of the 
A, B, C; but unfortunately happening to 
offend a Lord, who was couſin to another 
Lord, who had married the relation of a 
great man in the ſouth, he was marked for 
ruin; a proſecution was commenced againſt 
him for obſerving on a text from ſcripture, 
namely, < he that giveth to the poor, lendeth 
to the Lord; now” ſaid our irreverent reve- 
rend, * if that be the caſe, the Lord above 
certainly owes our Lord nothing.” 


| | Thoſe who imagined the Doctor had no- 
thing to apprehend from ſuch an expreſſion, 
are poor ignorant beings, not enlightened by 
the practice of ſome ſcotch lawyers, who far 
from that troubleſome regard to honor, and 
the eſtabliſhed laws of their country, which 
diſtinguiſh every ſociety, whatever effect it 
may have on individuals, in our ſouthern - 
hemiſphere, aſſociate themſelves in a body, 
to make black white, and white black, at the 
1 e 
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nod of him who has the crumbs to diſtribute L 
A prodigious great man, who if he had 
not been a great man would have been a 
very filly one; but who as it was, if not a 
luminary of the law, to dazzle poſterity with 
his blaze, will be at leaſt remembered as the 

ruſhlight of this age, and ſerve like a will- O- 
the- whiſp to warn the ne of the filth, and 

qquagmires thro* which he has waded ; this 
great man was determined to ruin poor Gore 


| He talked! gods how he talked | 


A few old. faſhioned men, ſaid it was 
againſt the law; but the queſtion was not 
between plaintiff and defendant, it was be- 
tween the law and the lawyers; the law car- 
ried it, but poor Gordon was ruined notwith- 
ſtanding; he was baniſhed from the milk and 
| honey. coun try, and having tried various 
means of procuring a ſubſiſtence, put off his 
divinity, by which he would have ſtarved, 
and took to phyſick by which, he now juſt 


managed to live. 
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— 


7 UT the chintz bed waits while we are 
talking of ſcotch laws, fparſons and 


* 


To this gentleman's care, and to his chintz 
bed, was the beautiful Lady Caſtle Howe! 
now obliged for ſhelter and protection; ſhe 
received more fright than perſonal injury 
from the accident, but was nevertheleſs ſen- 
ſible of that ready welcome, that always en 
hances the kind offices of hoſpitality. = * 


Mr. Gordon mixed up a draught from 
his medical ſtores, which as ſoon as ſhe was 
laid on the chintz bed, he made her ſwallow. 


The Ladies who had lent their carriage to 
convey her to Gordon's, anxiouſly aſked, as 
| 


9 ELLEN; 


they found he was a medical man, if, refering 
to her ſituation, ſhe was in any danger ; 
Gordon anſwered with the true pyhſicalequi- 
voque, if certain effects followed the accident 
which might be feared, there probably would 
be danger, if not, which might be 1 
R 1 would nt. 

| Mrs. Holt was a very 5 act tho* remark- 
ably proud woman, her niece, the amiable 
Caroline, then on a viſit to the Dean her 


uncle, we have before introduced to the 


reader; ſhe had been on a ſhort excurſion 
with her aunt, when accident occaſioned a 


meeting with Lady Caſtle Howel, anda re- 
newal of dee ſhe had e ſo many 


| n to avoid. 


— 


; Any ae who ſaw Ellen two months 
before, the pride of her family, the model of 
faſhion, the rage of admiration, and who 


ſaw her now without friends, ſhew, or atten- 
dants, except one poor - maid, and an ac- 


eidental footman, would at leaſt have made 


a a moral 


ET Co TE 
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ng 


2 * reflection on the viciſſicudes of human 
Bikes bl amo, | Ws 


Caroline. Holt did more, ſhe ſo effec- | 
tuilly pleaded the cauſe of humanity to her 
aunt, as to prevail on her to ſtay at Gordon's, 
till a doctor from Durham could arrive. 


The good Lads therefore returned to the 
chamber where Ellen lay 1 in a reſtleſs doſe. 


Mrs. Holt was excectingly ſhocked. a 
embarraſſed, at having been witneſs, of the 
accident, as ſhe did not well know what 
ſtep to take with reſpe& to the family; 
thoſe who judged of this Lady from fight, 
could form no idea of her diſpoſition, for 
never was ſenſibility, good nature, benevo- 
| lence and piety ſo entirely diſguiſed by a 
haughty demeanour, and harſh countenance, 


Ellen's ſtory was univerſally known, and 
Mrs. Holt held her in all poſſible contempt; |. 
yet ſhe could not hear her groans, and ſee 


e face diſtorted * Pb nt 
feeling the moſt lively compaſſion, and per- 
haps ſome little curioſity to kngy if ſhe was 
i very bad as the world W —— 


* 


When Ellen was a little compo; and 
Gordon gone to give his aſſiſtance to Phikp, 
ſhe entered into a whiſpering goſſip with 
Winifred, who had gained great credit by 
her fortitude while her Lady was in danger; 
but from her ſhe could not underſtand any 
thing more than her own hatred of the 
Ladies of the Caftle Howel family, and her 
Tegret they did not go to Code Gwyn; not 
That Winifred kept any thing back out of 
prudence, but that ſhe told every thing fo 
indiſcriminately, it was hardly poſſible to 
diſcover whether the was 3 ignorant of her 
Lady's levity, or the Lady innocent of any 
levity at all; but be it as it would, Mrs. Hott 
naturally concluded, ſne among the reſt, would 
be one of the ſubjects of her future commu- 
nication, and did not think it abſolutely 


em all the world ſhould know, Dean 
Holt's 


es lad; Ja Bibops E Was 3 
| ing by the bed of a frail female; and. 
cherefore, & irply rebuked Winifred, recom- 
en 8 1 to her to be taciturne. 

x Poor Winifred did not 3 what tacĩ- 

turne was, ſhe thought ſhe might ſay any 

ching to a dear good lady, who was kind to 

ber Laty; ſhe expected a plain Mrs. would 

be proud to know ſhe had the honor to aſſt, 

a Counteſs ; it could not occur to her there 

were Counteſſes on whom manya humble wo- 4 
man would look down, much leſs that her ; 


Lady was in that unfortunate perdicament. 


Dr. Ferguſon now arrived; and having ac- 
quainted himſelf with all Gordon had done 
with reſpect to Ellen, paid ſome of his moſt 
elaborate compliments to Mrs. Holt, in the 
courſe of which he made ſo many bold ad- 
vances, to know who and what the patient 
was, who he perceived to be both young and 
handſome, that ſhe, aſhamed of her own ur- 
banity, abruptly withdrew, under the pretence 
of laying down till her carriage arrived, 


